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The information which we have prepared is true, and has been prepared and provided in accordance with 
the Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management’s Code of Professional Conduct. We 
confirm that the opinions expressed are our true and professional bona fide opinions. 
 
 

DISCLAIMER 

The contents of this report are the responsibility of Middlemarch Environmental Ltd. It should be noted that, 
whilst every effort is made to meet the client’s brief, no site investigation can ensure complete assessment or 
prediction of the natural environment. 
 
Middlemarch Environmental Ltd accepts no responsibility or liability for any use that is made of this 
document other than by the client for the purposes for which it was originally commissioned and prepared. 
 
 

VALIDITY OF DATA 

The findings of this study are valid for a period of 24 months from the date of survey. If works have not 
commenced by this date, an updated site visit should be carried out by a suitably qualified ecologist to 
assess any changes in the habitats present on site, and to inform a review of the conclusions and 
recommendations made. 
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NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY 

Middlemarch Environmental Ltd was commissioned by DSP Architects Ltd to carry out an initial ecological 
appraisal at the site of a proposed Aldi retail store on the land off Nottingham Road in Stapleton, Nottingham. 
To fulfil this brief an ecological desk study and a walkover survey (in accordance with Phase 1 Habitat 
Survey methodology) were undertaken. 
 
The ecological desk study revealed no statutory and one non-statutory nature conservation site within the 1 
km search area. Flood meadows and notable grassland areas are situated 450 m north-west of the survey 
area and are designated as a Local Wildlife Site (LWS).  The desk study also identified records of bats, 
reptiles and amphibians.  
 
The walkover survey was undertaken on 13th August 2014 by Charlotte Lea, Ecological Project Manager. At 
the time of the survey, the site was dominated by multiple industrial buildings and a public house with 
associated hardstanding areas. Small pockets of amenity grassland were located within the north-eastern 
corner of the site and two broadleaved trees were situated along the western fence line.  
 
The key ecological features on site in relation to the works proposed are the semi-mature/mature scattered 
trees, included under the ‘Urban and Post Industrial Habitats’ Local Biodiversity Action Plan.  
 
In order to ensure compliance with wildlife legislation and relevant planning policy, the following 
recommendations are made: 
 
R1 Habitat Loss and Enhancement: In accordance with the provision of Chapter 11 of the National 

Planning Policy Framework (Conserving and Enhancing the Natural Environment) and Local 
Planning Policy, biodiversity enhancement measures should be incorporated into the landscaping 
scheme of any proposed works to maximise the ecological value of the site.  

 
R2 Trees: Any trees on site, or overhanging the site, which are not to be removed as a part of any 

proposed works should be protected in accordance with British Standard 5837: 2012 "Trees in 
relation to design, demolition and construction - recommendations".  Protection should be installed 
on site prior to the commencement of any works on site.  

 
R3        Notable Habitats: The development should be designed in such a way as to allow the retention of 

the trees on site, listed under the ‘Urban and Post Industrial Habitats’ Local Biodiversity Action Plan. 
If this is not possible then implementation of an appropriate landscape scheme as part of the 
development to compensate the loss of any mature and semi-mature trees. The scheme should 
include the planting of native and wildlife attracting species which are appropriate for the site and are 
of adequate maturity to help mitigate the loss of the existing trees as suitable foraging habitat for 
fauna. 

 
R4 Roosting Bats: All recommendations made within the Daytime Bat Survey report  
             (RT-MME-117115-07-02) must be adhered to.  
 
R5 Nesting Birds: Any vegetation and tree clearance, and building demolition should be undertaken 

outside the nesting bird season.  The nesting bird season is weather dependent but generally 
extends between March and September inclusive.  If this is not possible then any vegetation, trees 
and buildings to be removed, disturbed or demolished should be checked by an experienced 
ecologist for nesting birds immediately prior to works commencing.  If birds are found to be nesting 
any works which may affect them would have to be delayed until the young have fledged and the 
nest has been abandoned naturally. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND 

In August 2014 commissioned Middlemarch Environmental Ltd to undertake an initial ecological appraisal of 
the site of a proposed development at the land off Nottingham Road in Stapleton, Nottingham. This 
assessment is required to inform a planning application associated with the development of a new Aldi retail 
store with associated hardstanding and soft landscaping areas.  
 
To assess the existing ecological interest of the site an ecological desk study was carried out, and a 
walkover survey was undertaken on the 13th August 2014.  
 

1.2 SITE DESCRIPTION AND CONTEXT 

The site measures 1.08 ha in size and is situated in the centre of Stapleton at National Grid Reference SK 
490 373. Nottingham Road abuts the southern and eastern boundaries while residential housing is situated 
adjacent to the northern and western site boundaries. At the time of the survey, the site was dominated by 
multiple industrial buildings and a public house with associated hardstanding areas. Small pockets of 
amenity grassland were located within the north-eastern corner of the site and two broadleaved trees were 
situated along the western fence line.  
 
Residential housing, institutional buildings and cemeteries dominate the wider landscape to the north, south 
and west of the site while arable/open land is situated towards the east. The River Erewash is situated just 
over 500 m to the north-west, with associated flood meadows designated as a Local Wildlife Site (LWS).  
 

1.3 DOCUMENTATION PROVIDED 

The conclusions and recommendations made in this report are based on information provided by the client 
regarding the scope of the project. Documentation made available by the client is listed in Table 1.1 and the 
proposed site plan (DSP Architects Ltd Drawing No. V09A93-P003) is provided in Chapter 7. 
 

Document Name / Drawing Number Author 

Site location plan: V09A93-P001 Dalkin Scotton Partnership Architects Ltd 

Proposed site plan: V09A93-P003 Dalkin Scotton Partnership Architects Ltd 

Table 1.1: Documentation Provided by Client 
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2. METHODOLOGIES 

2.1 DESK STUDY 

An ecological desk study was undertaken to determine the presence of any designated nature conservation 
sites and protected species that have been recorded within a 1 km radius of the site. This involved contacting 
appropriate statutory and non-statutory organisations which hold ecological data relating to the survey area. 
Middlemarch Environmental Ltd then assimilated and reviewed the desk study data provided by these 
organisations.  
 
The consultees for the desk study were: 

 Natural England - MAGIC website for statutory conservation sites; and, 

 Nottingham Biological and Geological Record Centre.  
 
The data collected from these consultees is discussed in Chapter 3.  Selected raw data are provided in 
Appendix 1.  In compliance with the terms and conditions relating to its commercial use, the full desk study 
data is not provided within this report. 
 
The desk study data also included a review of relevant local planning policy with regard to biodiversity and 
nature conservation. 
 

2.2 PHASE 1 HABITAT SURVEY  

The walkover survey was conducted following the Phase 1 Habitat Survey methodology of the Joint Nature 
Conservation Committee (JNCC, 2010) and the Institute of Environmental Assessment (IEA, 1995).  Phase 1 
Habitat Survey is a standard technique for classifying and mapping British habitats.  The aim is to provide a 
record of habitats that are present on site.  During the survey, the presence, or potential presence, of protected 
species was noted.  
 
Whilst every effort is made to notify the client of any plant species listed on Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act (1981, as amended) present on site, it should be noted that this is not a specific survey for 
these species. 
 
Data recorded during the field survey are discussed in Chapter 4. 

2.3 BADGER  

During the field survey, signs of badger were noted to determine the presence/absence of badgers. The 
following features were noted;  

 presence of any badger setts; 

 guard hairs; 

 mammal tracks; and, 

 badger latrines.  
 
Data recorded during the field survey are discussed in Chapter 4. 
 

2.4    BATS 

During the field survey, any features located on the buildings and trees deemed suitable for bats were noted.  
 
Data recorded during the field survey are discussed in Chapter 4.  
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3. DESK STUDY RESULTS 

3.1 INTRODUCTION 

All relevant ecological data provided by the consultees was reviewed and the results from these 
investigations are summarised in Sections 3.2 and 3.3.  Selected data are provided in Appendix 1. 
 

3.2 NATURE CONSERVATION SITES 

Reference to the Multi Agency Geographical Information for the Countryside (MAGIC) website and the data 
provided by the local biological records centre indicates that no statutory and one non-statutory nature 
conservation site occurs within a 1 km radius of the survey area. These sites are summarised in Table 3.1. 
 

Site Name Designation 
Proximity to 
Survey Area 

Description 

Non-Statutory Site 

Moorbridge Lane, Grasslands 
South, Stapleford 

LWS 450 m north-west 

Flood meadows along the River Erewash 
dissected by a public footpath along a raised 
causeway. The eastern side of the meadow is 
divided into two by a fence. The southern 
section is mown and semi improved, whilst the 
northern section is more species rich with a wet 
area containing both aquatic and marginal plant 
species. Common spike-rush Eleocharis 
palustris, lesser spearwort Ranunculus 
flammula, water plantain Alisma plantago-
aquatica and water starwort Callitriche sp., can 
be found in this area. The western side the field 
is dissected by a ditch, containing some 
marginal species. To the south of this the 
grassland is marshy in places, the more 
northern section being drier. The grasslands are 
long and tussocky suggesting no recent grazing.  

Key:  

LWS: Local Wildlife Site  

Table 3.1: Summary of Nature Conservation Sites Within 1 km of Survey Area 

 

3.3 PROTECTED / NOTABLE SPECIES 

Table 3.2 and the following text provide a summary of protected and notable species records within a 1 km 
radius of the study area. It should be noted that the absence of records should not be taken as confirmation 
that a species is absent from the search area.  
 

Species 
No. of 

Records 

Most 
Recent 
Record 

Proximity of 
Nearest Record 
to Study Area 

Species of 
Principal 

Importance? 

Local 
BAP? 

Legislation / 
Conservation 

Status 

Mammals 

Bats 

Unidentified bat 
Chiroptera sp. 

2 2002 135 m north # # # 

Unidentified pipistrelle 
Pipistrellus sp. 

1 1992 580 m north #  
ECH 4, 

WCA 5, WCA 6 

Common pipistrelle 
Pipistrellus pipistrellus 

1 2012 610 m north-east -  
ECH 4, 

WCA 5, WCA 6 

Table 3.2: Summary of Protected/Notable Species Records Within 1 km of Survey Area (continues) 

 



Nottingham Road, Stapleford, Nottingham  RT-MME-117115-07-01 
Preliminary Ecological Assessment  

Middlemarch Environmental Ltd. Page 7 

Species 
No. of 

Records 

Most 
Recent 
Record 

Proximity of 
Nearest Record 
to Study Area 

Species of 
Principal 

Importance? 

Local 
BAP? 

Legislation / 
Conservation 

Status 

Other 

Water vole 
Arvicola amphibius 

5 2004 480 m west   WCA 5 

Reptiles 

Grass snake 
Natrix natrix 

1 1987 520 m north  - 
WCA 5 S9(1) 
WCA 5 S9(5) 

Amphibians 

Great crested newt 
Triturus cristatus 

2 2005 520 m north  - 
ECH 2, ECH 4, 

WCA 5 

Smooth newt 
Triturus vulgaris 

2 1991 540 m north - - WCA 5 S9(5) 

Common frog 
Rana temporaria 

5 1999 680 m north - - WCA 5 S9(5) 

Key:  

#: Species dependent  
 
ECH 2: Annex II of the European Communities Council Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild 
Fauna and Flora. Animal and plant species of community interest whose conservation requires the designation of 
Special Areas of Conservation.  
ECH 4: Annex IV of the European Communities Council Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and Wild 
Fauna and Flora. Animal and plant species of community interest in need of strict protection.  
WCA 5: Schedule 5 of Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Protected animals (other than birds). 
WCA 5 S9(1): Schedule 5 Section 9(1) of Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Protected animals (other 
than birds). Protection limited to intentional killing, injury or taking. 
WCA 5 S9(5): Schedule 5 Section 9(5) of Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Protected animals (other 
than birds). Protection limited to selling, offering for sale, processing or transporting for purpose of sale, or advertising 
for sale, any live or dead animal, or any part of, or anything derived from, such animal.    
WCA 6: Schedule 6 of Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Animals which may not be killed or taken by 
certain methods.  
Species of Principal Importance: Species of principal importance for nature conservation in England. 
Local BAP: Nottinghamshire Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
 

Note. This table does not include reference to the Berne Convention (Convention on the Conservation of European 
Wildlife and Natural Habitats), the Bonn Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals or the 
Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). 

Table 3.2 (continued): Summary of Protected/Notable Species Records Within 1 km of Survey Area 

 

3.4 INVASIVE SPECIES  

Table 3.3 provides a summary of invasive species records within a 1 km radius of the study area.  It should 
be noted that the absence of records should not be taken as confirmation that a species is absent from the 
search area.   
 

Species 
No. of 

Records 
Most Recent 

Record 

Proximity of 
Nearest Record to 

Study Area 

Legislation / 
Conservation 

Status 

Japanese knotweed 
Fallopia japonica 

5 2010 80 m south WCA9 

Key:  

WCA9: Schedule 9 of Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). Invasive, non-native, plants and animals. 

Table 3.3: Summary of Invasive Species Records Within 1 km of Survey Area 
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4. PHASE 1 HABITAT SURVEY 

4.1 INTRODUCTION 

The results of the Phase 1 Habitat Survey are presented in the following sections.  An annotated Phase 1 
Habitat Survey Drawing (Drawing C117115-07-01) is provided in Chapter 7.  This drawing illustrates the 
location and extent of all habitat types recorded on site.  Any notable features or features too small to map 
are detailed using target notes.  Photographs taken during the field survey are presented in Chapter 8.  
 
The survey was carried out on the 13th August 2014 by Charlotte Lea, Ecological Projects Manager.  Table 4.1 
details the weather conditions at the time of the survey. 
 

Parameter Condition 

Temperature (ºC) 20 

Cloud (%) 80 

Wind (Beaufort) F3-4 

Precipitation Dry 

Table 4.1: Weather Conditions During Field Survey 

 

4.2 SURVEY CONSTRAINTS AND LIMITATIONS 

Access to the north of the large industrial buildings (south of Pinford Lane) was restricted during the field 
survey. However, observations through the fenceline indicated that the area was previously developed land 
with bare ground, rubble piles and colonising ephemeral species. All other areas of the site could be fully 
accessed.  
 

4.3 HABITATS 

The following habitat types were recorded on site during the field survey: 

 Amenity Grassland; 

 Bare Ground; 

 Buildings; 

 Fence and Wall; 

 Hardstanding; 

 Introduced Shrub; and, 

 Scattered Broadleaved Trees. 
 
These habitats are described below. They are ordered alphabetically, not in order of ecological importance. 
 
Amenity Grassland 
Small pockets of short, well managed amenity grassland were located within the north-eastern corner of the 
site. Species identified included clover Trifolium sp., common nettle Urtica dioica and yarrow Achillea 
millefolium.  
 
Bare Ground 
The area with restricted access to the north of the large industrial buildings which appeared to have been 
previously developed and cleared consisted of bare ground and rubble piles. Ephemeral species were noted 
to have colonised these areas and had a patchy distribution. Species identified included evening primrose 
Oenothera biennis, greater willowherb Epilobium hirsutum, dandelion Taraxacum officinale agg., nipplewort 
Lapsana communis, dock Rumex sp., nettle, ragwort Senecio jacobaea and horsetail Equisetum sp. 
 
Buildings 
A total of six buildings were located on site, with five single-storey industrial buildings and a public house 
(Nags Head and Plough). The industrial buildings included a large brick building with a saw-toothed 
corrugated metal roof located within the north-western corner of the site (Plate 1). The south-east section of 
this building featured a pitched slate roof which was noted to be in poor condition and numerous holes were 
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located within the brickwork on the building walls (Plate 2). The remaining sections of this building were 
noted to be in poor condition, with additional gaps within the brickwork and some areas were not fully 
accessible or had been partially demolished.  
 
The building located within the southern extent of the site was constructed of brick and included a flat 
corrugated roof (Plate 3). This building also included both UPVC and wooden windows which were generally 
in good condition although some warped sections were noted. The brickwork included areas of missing 
mortar and holes.  
 
The remaining two industrial buildings had saw toothed corrugated asbestos roofs with some gaps noted 
under the ridge. These buildings were constructed of both brick and corrugated metal walls, with gaps noted 
present within the brickwork.  
 
The public house had both single-storey and two-storey sections (Plate 4). Some sections of the roof were 
pitched with clay tiles, whilst other areas were flat.   The roof was generally in good condition however 
missing and lifted tiles were noted.  
 
Refer to the Daytime Bat Survey report (RT-MME-117115-07-02) for further details regarding the buildings 
situated on site.  
 
Fence and Wall 
Wooden fencing surrounded the rear of the public house and measured 1.5 m in height. Sycamore saplings 
were noted growing through this fence line. A brick wall, measuring approximately 4 m in height, bordered 
the public house and the northern boundary and was generally in good condition. Some minor gaps were 
noted present within the brickwork. This wall had become encroached by some scrub species such as elder 
Sambucus nigra, bramble Rubus fruticosus agg., common nettle, ragwort, bindweed Calystegia sp., and 
butterfly-bush Buddleia davidii scrub. Metal palisade fencing delineated the western and northern boundaries 
and were noted to be in good condition and was predominantly clear of climbing vegetation.  
 
Hardstanding 
A mixture of tarmac and concrete hardstanding surrounded the buildings located on site and provided 
vehicular access and parking areas. All areas of hardstanding were generally devoid of vegetation.  
 
Introduced Shrub 
A large pocket of privet Ligustrum sp., had encroached the brick wall lining a section of the southern 
boundary.  
 
Scattered Broadleaved Trees 
A mature silver birch Betula pendula and a semi-mature sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus tree was located 
along the western boundary fence line. The silver birch measured approximately 10-12 m in height and the 
sycamore measured approximately 12 m in height. Both trees were noted to be in good condition, with no rot 
holes, hollows or crevices.  
 

4.4 FAUNA 

During the survey field signs of faunal species were recorded. The time of year at which the survey is 
undertaken will affect species or field signs directly recorded during the survey. 
 
Birds 

Blackbird Turdus merula and woodpigeon Columba palumbus were recorded on site during the field survey.  
 

4.5 INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES  

No invasive plant species were noted on site during the field survey.  
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5. DISCUSSIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 

5.1 SUMMARY OF PROPOSALS 

It is understood that the site is to be redeveloped into an Aldi retail store with associated hardstanding and 
soft landscaping (DSP Architects Ltd Drawing No. V09A93-P003). It is not clear whether the semi-
mature/mature trees located on site are to be removed to facilitate the development.  
 

5.2 NATURE CONSERVATION SITES  

The desk study exercise identified no statutory and one non-statutory nature conservation site within a 1 km 
radius of the survey area. The significance of this site to the proposed development is discussed below. 
 
Non-Statutory Site 
The desk study identified a Local Wildlife Site (LWS) on Moorbridge Lane, Grasslands South in Stapleford. 
The LWS is located 450 m north-west of the survey area and comprises notable flood meadows and 
grassland. Due to the small-scale nature of works, the built-up nature of some of the intervening habitats, 
and the distance between the non-statutory conservation site and the survey area, it is unlikely that the LWS 
will be directly impacted (e.g. through land take, direct loss of habitats on site, harm or disturbance to 
protected or notable species, or causing the spread of non-native species) or indirectly impacted (e.g. 
through pollution, dust, noise, lighting or increased recreational pressure) by the proposed development. 
Therefore, the LWS is not a notable consideration in relation to the proposed development. 
 

5.3 HABITATS 

The ecological importance of the habitats present on site is determined by their presence on the list of 
Habitats of Principal Importance in England and on the Local BAP. It also takes into account the intrinsic 
value of the habitat.  Those habitats which are considered to be of intrinsic importance and have the 
potential to be impacted by the site proposals are highlighted as notable considerations. 
 
A discussion of the implications of the site proposals with regard to the habitats present on site is provided in 
the text below. A separate discussion of the value of the habitats on site to protected or notable species is 
provided in Section 5.4. 
 
Scattered Broadleaved Trees 
Scattered broadleaved trees are not listed as a Habitat of Principal Importance in England; however the 
examples on site are semi-mature/mature in age and are listed under the ‘Urban and Post Industrial Habitats’ 
Local Biodiversity Action Plan. Due to their maturity, the specimens cannot be easily replaced if lost and 
therefore are a notable consideration and a recommendation has been made in Section 6.2. Scattered trees 
also provide suitable habitat for protected species, a discussion of the value of this habitat has been made in 
Section 5.4.  
 
Remaining Habitats 
The remaining habitats on site are well represented locally, have low-species diversity or can easily be 
replaced and therefore are not considered notable habitats.  
 
Habitats considered to be of relevance to the proposed development are summarised in Table 5.1.    
 

Habitat Type 
Habitat 

of Principal 
Importance? 

Local BAP 
Habitat? 

Summary of Potential Impacts 

Scattered Broadleaved 
Trees 

-  Habitat loss  

*: Included under the Nottingham ‘Urban and Post Industrial Habitats’ Local Biodiversity Action Plan 

Table 5.1: Summary of Potential Impacts on Notable Habitats  
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5.4 PROTECTED/NOTABLE SPECIES 

The following paragraphs consider the likely impact of the site proposals on protected or notable species. 
This is based on those species highlighted in the desk study exercise (Chapter 3) and other species for 
which potentially suitable habitat occurs within or adjacent to the survey area.  
 
Mammals: 
Bats 
The desk study identified records for at least one species of bat within a 1 km radius of the survey area; 
common pipistrelle. The nearest bat record was located 135 m north of the survey area and could not be 
identified to species level. The buildings located on site included numerous features that may provide 
roosting habitat for bats such as slipped and missing roof tiles and gaps noted under ridge features. As such, 
a recommendation for further survey works has been made in Section 6.3. The scattered trees located on 
site may provide suitable commuting and foraging habitat for bats. A recommendation with regards to 
maintaining and enhancing foraging features on site has been made in Section 6.2.  
 
Badger 
There were no records of badger provided by the desk study. There was no evidence of badger identified on 
site during the field survey and the habitats located on site are not considered suitable for badgers. As such, 
it is unlikely that badgers will be impacted by the proposed development and are therefore not a notable 
consideration with regards to the development.    
 
Polecat 
There were no records of polecat provided by the desk study. There was no evidence of polecat identified on 
site during the field survey and the habitats located on site are not considered suitable for polecat. As such, it 
polecats are not a notable consideration with regards to the development. 
 
Hedgehog 
The desk study did not provide any records for hedgehog located within a 1 km radius of the survey area. 
The habitats located on site are not considered suitable for hedgehogs and therefore it is unlikely that 
hedgehogs will be using the site. As such, hedgehogs are not a notable consideration with regards to the 
proposed development.  
 
Water vole 
The desk study provided five records for water vole, with the nearest record located 480 m west of the 
survey area. There are no suitable watercourses or waterbodies present on site or adjacent to the site 
boundaries. Therefore, it is considered that water voles will not be present on site and as such they are not a 
notable consideration with regards to the proposed development.  
 
Amphibians 
Records of three native amphibian species were identified by the desk study, including great crested newt, 
common frog and smooth newt. No suitable breeding habitat (ponds and other standing waterbodies) were 
present on site and within the surroundings. Reference to mapped data does not indicate the presence of 
any ponds within 500 m of the survey area. The site also offers negligible terrestrial habitat, with the habitats 
mainly well managed (hardstanding and buildings) and isolated from more natural habitats by hardstanding, 
buildings and roads. Therefore, it is unlikely that amphibians will be present within the survey area and they 
are not a notable consideration with regards to the proposed development.  
 
Reptiles 
The desk study provided one record of grass snake, located 520 m north of the site boundary. The habitats 
located on site are of a built-up nature and are not considered suitable for notable reptiles such as grass 
snake. There is also no suitable habitat surrounding the site and no connectivity to more suitable areas. As 
such, reptiles are not a notable consideration with regards to the proposed development.  
 
Birds 
The desk study did not identify any records of notable birds within a 1 km radius. The buildings located on 
site may provide suitable nesting habitat for birds due to the number of holes and gaps within building walls 
and slipped/missing tiles within the building roofs. The trees and large pocket of privet may also provide 
suitable nesting habitat for birds. As such, a recommendation has been made in Section 6.3.  
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Plants 
The desk study did not provide any records for notable plant species located within a 1 km radius of the 
survey area and no notable plant species were identified on site during the field survey. Furthermore, the 
habitats located on site are well managed and built-up in nature and therefore are considered unlikely to 
support notable plant species. As such, plants are not a notable consideration with regards to the proposed 
development.   
 
Notable terrestrial invertebrates 
The desk study did not identify any records for notable terrestrial invertebrates and there were no terrestrial 
invertebrate species noted present during the field survey. The habitats present on site are considered to 
have negligible potential to support habitat for notable terrestrial invertebrates. As such, terrestrial 
invertebrates are not a notable consideration with regards to the proposed development.  However, 
recommendations have been made in Section 6.2 regarding habitat enhancement opportunities that may 
benefit terrestrial invertebrate species such as bees and butterflies in the local area.  
 
Other species 
The following protected species are not considered to be material considerations due to the lack of desk 
study records and absence of suitable habitats within the development site and its surroundings: 

 Aquatic invertebrates; 

 Otter; 

 Dormouse; and,  

 Red squirrel.  
 
Summary  
Species considered to be of relevance to the proposed development are summarised in Table 5.2. 
 

Species / Species 
Group 

Species 
of Principal 

Importance? 

Local BAP 
Species? 

Summary of Potential Impacts 

Bats # # 
Loss of suitable habitat, direct harm or injury, 

fragmentation, lighting. 

Birds # # 
Loss of suitable habitat, direct harm or injury 

and fragmentation. 

#: Species dependent 

Table 5.2: Summary of Potential Impacts on Notable Species  

 

5.5 INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES 

The desk study provided five records for the invasive Japanese knotweed Fallopia japonica, listed on 
Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended).  No invasive species were identified on 
site during the field survey which was conducted at a suitable time of year for such species to be apparent. 
Therefore they are not a notable consideration with regards to the proposed development.  
 

A summary of legislation and policy relevant to the ecology of the site is included in Appendix 2. 
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6. RECOMMENDATIONS  

All recommendations provided in this section are based on Middlemarch Environmental Ltd’s current 
understanding of the site proposals (DSP Architects Ltd Drawing No. V09A93-P003), correct at the time the 
report was compiled.  Should the proposals alter, the conclusions and recommendations made in the report 
should be reviewed to ensure that they remain appropriate. 

6.1 NATURE CONSERVATION SITES 

There are no recommendations to be made regarding nature conservation sites located within a 1 km radius 
of the survey area.  
 

6.2 HABITATS 

The following recommendations are made regarding the habitats present on site: 
 
R1 Habitat Loss and Enhancement: In accordance with the provision of Chapter 11 of the National 

Planning Policy Framework (Conserving and Enhancing the Natural Environment) and Local 
Planning Policy, biodiversity enhancement measures should be incorporated into the landscaping 
scheme of any proposed works to maximise the ecological value of the site. This will involve, for 
example: 

 Planting of habitats which will be of value to wildlife, such as: 
 native seed/fruit bearing species to provide foraging habitat for mammals and birds; 
 species that will provide nectar and larvael foodplants for invertebrate species, for 

example bents, fescues, meadow-grasses and vetches; 
 species which attract night flying insects which will be of value to foraging bats, for 

example: evening primrose Oenothera biennis, goldenrod Solidago virgaurea, 
honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum and fleabane Pulicaria dysenterica. 

 Provision of nesting habitat, such as installation of nest boxes for species such as house 
sparrow and starling; and, 

 Installation of bat boxes for species such as pipistrelle.  
 
R2 Trees: Any trees on site, or overhanging the site, which are not to be removed as a part of any 

proposed works should be protected in accordance with British Standard 5837: 2012 "Trees in 
relation to design, demolition and construction - recommendations".  Protection should be installed 
on site prior to the commencement of any works on site.  

 
R3        Notable Habitats: The development should be designed in such a way as to allow the retention of 

the trees on site, listed under the ‘Urban and Post Industrial Habitats’ Local Biodiversity Action Plan. 
If this is not possible then implementation of an appropriate landscape scheme as part of the 
development to compensate the loss of any mature and semi-mature trees. The scheme should 
include the planting of native and wildlife attracting species which are appropriate for the site and are 
of adequate maturity to help mitigate the loss of the existing trees as suitable foraging habitat for 
fauna.  

 

6.3 PROTECTED / NOTABLE SPECIES  

To ensure compliance with wildlife legislation and relevant planning policy, the following recommendations 
are made: 
 

R4 Roosting Bats: All recommendations made within the Daytime Bat Survey report  
             (RT-MME-117115-07-02) must be adhered to.  
 
R5 Nesting Birds: Any vegetation and tree clearance, and building demolition should be undertaken 

outside the nesting bird season.  The nesting bird season is weather dependent but generally 
extends between March and September inclusive.  If this is not possible then any vegetation, trees 
and buildings to be removed, disturbed or demolished should be checked by an experienced 
ecologist for nesting birds immediately prior to works commencing.  If birds are found to be nesting 
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any works which may affect them would have to be delayed until the young have fledged and the 
nest has been abandoned naturally.  

6.4 INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES  

There are no recommendations to be made regarding invasive plant species.   
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7. DRAWINGS 

Drawing C117115-07-01 - Phase 1 Habitat Map 
 
DSP Architects Ltd Drawing No. V09A93-P003 - Proposed Site Plan 
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8. PHOTOGRAPHS 

  

Plate 1: Industrial building located within the 

north-western corner 

Plate 2: South-eastern section of the large 

industrial building 

  

Plate 3: Flat roofed building located in southern 

extent 

Plate 4: Public house located in the south-

eastern corner 

  




