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Non Technical Summary
S1

This assessment has demonstrated that the site could be developed in the future,
without having an adverse impact upon archaeological remains that are recognised as
being of national importance through designation as a Scheduled Monument (SM). This
applies equally to direct and indirect impacts; i.e. changes to their settings.

S2

It has also shown that other designated heritage assets, e.g. parks or gardens of special
historic interest, conservation areas and listed buildings, do not represent a direct
physical constraint to the future development of the site. It is also unlikely that the
settings of these assets will be affected by any low rise development, although their
presence should be taken into account during the site design process.

S3

Consultation with the Nottinghamshire Historic Environment Record (HER) has not
identified any significant archaeological features within the site, although prehistoric
copper mining is recorded on Stapleford Hill to the east and Trowell Moor Colliery was
located directly to the north prior to being demolished and landscaped. In addition, the
boundary between the historic parishes of Trowell and Stapleford runs through the site
and is marked by Boundary Brook.

S4

Examination of historic maps has demonstrated that Field Farm is potentially of local
interest, as there has been a building here since at least 1771. However, those maps and
aerial photographs also demonstrate that the western half of the site, with the exception
of a small area south of Field Farm, has previously been subject to open cast coal mining,
which took place in the 1940s and had been reinstated by 1950.

S5

These were deep workings that would have destroyed any archaeological deposits within
their footprints. Moreover, the subsequent reinstatement to agricultural farmland will
have, in addition, had an extensive adverse impact on any such remains present.

S6

The two areas of former open-cast coal mining are now defined by deep accumulations
of modern made ground; one south west of Field Farm and one to the south east. On
that basis, it is evident that there is no potential for the survival of buried archaeological
remains within the two areas marked on Plan EDP 1 as containing made ground.

S7

Ground investigations have shown that the remainder of the site, including a triangle of
land straddling the access track to Field Farm and the north eastern corner stretching up
towards the railway line, still retains an ‘agricultural’ soil profile. Even so, the evidence
shows that they will have been subject to disturbance and truncation by historic farming
practices and so there is only low potential to contain significant archaeological remains.

S8

The Illustrative Masterplan (Appendix EDP 2) for the site shows that the three areas of
the site that have not previously been subject to open cast mineral extraction, and which
now contain deep accumulations of made ground, will all be developed for residential
units and supporting infrastructure. There are no recorded archaeological deposits within
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these areas, but ‘potential’ deposits of no greater than local importance might be
destroyed by groundworks, with a ‘minor adverse’ effect therefore predicted.
S9

Even so, this assessment concludes that there should be no further investigation of those
areas that have previously been subject to open-cast mining and reinstatement. At the
same time, and in view of the low potential for the limited areas of un-mined land within
the boundary, there should be no need to undertake field investigation to inform
validation of a planning application, or its determination thereafter. Any further work
within those areas could readily be completed as a condition of planning consent.
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Section 1
Introduction
1.1

This report has been prepared on behalf of Westerman Homes Ltd. and presents an
assessment of known and potential archaeological resources on land around Field Farm,
Stapleford in Nottinghamshire (hereafter known as ‘the site’).

1.2

The aim of the assessment is to provide information on the archaeological implications
of future development within the site’s boundary.

Location
1.3

The site is located in Stapleford, on the western outskirts of the city of Nottingham. It is
centred on approximately National Grid Reference (NGR) SK 495 389.

Boundary
1.4

The site is bounded by housing to the south, west and south east. It is also bounded to
the north by the landscaped grounds which cover the former Trowell Moor Colliery and
a railway line, as well as parcels of agricultural land west of Field Farm. The site is
bounded to the east by Stapleford Hill.

Topography
1.5

The site occupies land that slopes to the west from Stapleford Hill. The latter lies at
around 95m Above Ordnance Datum (AOD) and within the site the contours range
from 75m to 45m AOD.

Geology
1.6

The recorded prevailing natural solid geology comprises the Pennine Lower Coal
Measures Formation and, in the very eastern part of the site, the Lenton Sandstone
Formation. This is overlain by a band of alluvium crossing the central western part of the
site, continuing along part of the northern site boundary before crossing the northeastern part of the site1.

1.7

This alluvium is associated with a watercourse now known as Boundary Brook, which
traverses the site before feeding into the River Erewash to the west. This watercourse

1

http://maps.bgs.ac.uk/geologyviewer_google/googleviewer.html
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formed the historic boundary between the parishes of Trowell to the north and
Stapleford to the south.
1.8

Some 270m to the east of the site is a pillar of red sandstone known as The Hemlock
Stone (Plan EDP 1). This is a natural red sandstone formation, the upper part of which
is heavily impregnated with barium sulphate, which is resistant to weathering, thus
forming a protective cap over the softer weathered rock below. Although a natural
feature, it is possible that the rock may have attracted prehistoric and later ritual activity.

Land Use
1.9

The land comprises mostly agricultural fields, which, although recently ploughed, were
fallow and overgrown at the time of the site visit, with the exception of land to the
north-east of Field Farm.

1.10

Field Farm and its outbuildings are approached by a driveway from Ilkeston Road to the
south. A band of recently planted woodland is also located to the east of the farm.

2
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Section 2
Methodology
2.1

This report has been produced in accordance with the Standard and Guidance for
Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment, which has been issued and subsequently revised
by the Institute for Archaeologists (IfA 2008).

2.2

The assessment involved consultation of publicly available archaeological and historical
information, gathered from documentary, cartographic and aerial photographic sources.
The major repositories of information comprised:

2.3

•

Known archaeological sites, monuments and findspots within the site and its
immediate vicinity, from the Nottinghamshire Historic Environment Record (HER);

•

Historic maps held by Nottinghamshire Archives;

•

Aerial photographs held by the National Monuments Record (NMR); and

•

Records made during a site visit on 22nd April 2010.

Having reviewed the national and local planning policy context, collated and examined
the publicly available sources of information, and completed a walkover, an assessment
has been made of the likely archaeological potential of the site.

3
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Section 3
Planning Guidance
3.1

The most relevant planning guidance concerning archaeology and other heritage assets
is PPS5 Planning for the Historic Environment (2010). This contains Policies HE1-12 and
advises on procedures for dealing with these assets within regional spatial strategies and
local development frameworks.

3.2

It covers designated heritage assets (world heritage sites, scheduled monuments, listed
buildings, protected wreck sites, conservation areas, registered parks and gardens and
registered battlefields) and non designated heritage assets, which are of heritage interest
and therefore a material planning consideration.

3.3

Policy HE6 states that local planning authorities should require an applicant to provide a
description of the heritage assets affected by proposed development, and the
contribution of their setting to that significance, and, if necessary, desk-based research
should be accompanied by a field evaluation.

3.4

Within the Broxtowe Borough Local Plan (adopted 2004) archaeological policies E21 and
E22 and Policy E6, which covered the settings of listed buildings, have not been saved
while the Local Development Framework is being prepared. Although Policy E3, which
covers development in conservation areas, has been saved, this is not directly relevant to
this assessment report.

3.5

This archaeological assessment represents the first phase in the site evaluation process
and will inform consideration of future development proposals in accordance with the
archaeological and heritage policies set out in PPS5.

5
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Section 4
Existing Information
Introduction
4.1

There are no recorded archaeological assets of national importance, where this has been
recognised through designation as a Scheduled Monument (SM), located within the
boundary of the site or the immediate vicinity.

4.2

There are no other designated archaeological or heritage assets, such as conservation
areas, parks or gardens of special historic interest or registered battlefields, located
within the boundary of the site.

4.3

However, Bramcote Hall, which is listed as an historic park or garden on the
Nottinghamshire HER, is located approximately 350m to the east of the site and
separated from it by Stapleford Hill, residential development and the A6002.

4.4

In addition Trowell Hall, also listed as a historic park or garden on the Nottinghamshire
HER, is located approximately 680m to the north and separated from the site by a
railway line, the Nottingham Canal, Swancar Farm and fields (Plan EDP 1).

4.5

There are no statutorily designated listed buildings located within the boundary of the
site. The nearest listed buildings identified on the Nottinghamshire HER are the Grade II
listed Swancar and Swansea canal bridges, which are located approximately 130m and
450m to the north on the disused Nottingham Canal (LB1 and LB2 on Plan EDP 1).

4.6

No undesignated archaeological sites or findspots are recorded within the site boundary.
Nonetheless, consultation with the Nottinghamshire HER has demonstrated that there is
evidence for archaeological activity of prehistoric to post-medieval date, comprising
undesignated sites and findspots, within the area immediately around the site.

4.7

This report provides a synthesis of the known archaeological background to the site, in
order for the Local Planning Authority’s archaeological advisor, in this case
Nottinghamshire County Council, to make an informed judgement on its likely potential.

4.8

Known archaeological remains and other heritage assets, recorded within the study area,
are shown on Plan EDP 1, listed in Appendix EDP 1 with HER reference numbers, and
discussed below in chronological sequence. In addition, Plans EDP 2 and EDP 3
reproduce extracts from maps of 1771 and 1913-4 respectively.
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Prehistoric (500,000 BC – AD 43) and Roman (AD43 – 410)
4.9

There is very little recorded evidence of prehistoric and Roman activity within the
immediate vicinity of the site, although this may be a result of the lack of planning-led
archaeological investigation, rather than reflecting a true absence.

4.10

Nevertheless, copper mining, potentially of prehistoric date, is recorded on the HER as
having taken place on Stapleford Hill approximately 120m to the east of the site,
although there is also cartographic evidence for early 19th century copper mining here. In
addition, Bronze Age flints, an Iron Age quern and a Roman coin have been found here
(HER 1 on Plan EDP 1).

Early Medieval (AD 410 – 1066) and Later Medieval (AD 1066 – 1485)
4.11

The study area lies between the villages of Stapleford, Trowell and Bramcote, which all
have medieval, if not earlier, origins. It is likely that for much of the earlier and later
medieval periods the site consisted of unenclosed moorland or agricultural land used by
inhabitants of one or more of these villages. Indeed, no early medieval sites or findspots
are recorded on the Nottinghamshire HER within or close to the site.

4.12

However, a possible park pale or bank of medieval or later date has been identified
approximately 750m to the south-east of the site (HER 2 on Plan EDP 1) and an undated
earthwork bank, which may be of medieval or later date, has been identified
approximately 620m to the east (HER 3 on Plan EDP 1).

4.13

A fishpond of medieval or later date has also been identified approximately 570m to the
south-east (HER 4 on Plan EDP 1).

Post-Medieval and later (AD 1485 – present)
4.14

It is likely that for much of the Post-Medieval period the site remained as moorland or
agricultural land. However, by the end of the 18th century the surrounding area was
becoming more industrialised, as testified by the construction of the Nottinghamshire
Canal, which was built in 1792-1796 approximately 150m to the north of the site.

4.15

The Radford & Trowell Branch of the Midland Railway, which still partly bounds the site
to the north, was also in existence by 1885 (see Plan EDP 1).

4.16

Several coal mining bell pits are recorded 400m to the east (HER 5 on Plan EDP 1);
approximately 550m to the north (HER 6 on Plan EDP 1); approximately 710m to the
north (HER 7 on Plan EDP 1); 750m to the north-east (HER 8 on Plan EDP 1); and
approximately 780m to the north-west (HER 9 on Plan EDP 1). In addition, coal mining
shafts have been identified approximately 450m to the north (HER 10 on Plan EDP 1).
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4.17

Trowell Moor Colliery was located directly to the north (HER 11 on Plan EDP 1) and was
an active coal mine between 1881 and 1928. Thereafter, it was used for pumping
purposes for collieries to the north, but had probably gone out of use by the 1960s.

4.18

Swancar Farm is recorded approximately 250m to the north (HER 12 on Plan EDP 1) and
brick kilns are recorded 160m to the south (HER 13 on Plan EDP 1).

4.19

Other Post-Medieval sites include an ice house 420m east (HER 14 on Plan EDP 1). It
was probably associated with Bramcote Hall Country House, which was located some
approximately 540m to the east (HER 15 on Plan EDP 1).

4.20

They also include a bridge on Moorbridge Lane circa 750m to the west of the site
boundary (HER 16 on Plan EDP 1) and the findspot of a guinea approximately 350m to
the south (HER 17 on Plan EDP 1).

Undated
4.21

Undated cropmarks have been identified off Bramcote Road approximately 650m to the
west (HER 18 on Plan EDP 1) and possible undated mining remains have been identified
approximately 475m to the east (HER 19 on Plan EDP 1).

Early Maps
4.22

The earliest accurate depiction of the southern part of the site is a Stapleford enclosure
map of 1771, which shows the site as lying within a large field. In the accompanying
award it is allotted to a Richard Cowle.

4.23

Two buildings are shown within this field and they almost certainly relate to the present
day Field Farm. A large field (no. 37) is shown to the east, as are a series of narrow strip
fields (Plan EDP 2). No enclosure or Tithe map for Trowell parish to the north was
available in Nottinghamshire Archives and Tithe map coverage for Stapleford parish did
not extend into the site.

4.24

A copper mine is marked close to the site, possibly on Stapleford Hill, on the First Series
Ordnance Survey map of c. 1815. This mine had presumably been abandoned by the
late 19th century, as it does not appear on later Ordnance Survey maps.

4.25

The Ordnance Survey map of 1913-14 shows the site under several fields. Field Farm is
also marked, as is Trowell Moor Colliery to the north (Plan EDP 3). Field Farm was
approached from the road to the south by a curvilinear trackway and also a linear
footpath, which linked with it.

4.26

A ‘healing well’, a former spring, is also marked just to the north of Field Farm. The canal
and railway line are also marked to the north and residential development is shown
9
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directly to the south. A similar situation is shown on Ordnance Survey maps of 1938-44,
but further limited residential development is shown to the west and east of the site.
4.27

Two maps, which have been made available to EDP by BSP Consulting, clarify the extent
of open cast coal mining within the site in the 1940s. An ‘abandonment plan’, prepared
by the Ministry of Fuel and Power (Ref. NM/3/127) illustrates two seams (top and
bottom) running on a diagonal alignment through the site from Field Farm to the south
eastern corner of the site boundary. The maximum depth is labelled as 56.2 feet.

4.28

The plan states that the final date of coal extraction was September 1946 and the
working was apparently reinstated by November. A second abandonment plan, which
was also prepared by the Ministry of Fuel and Power (Ref. NM/3/556) has also been
made available and shows that the Hemlock workings was backfilled by February 1951.
This working covered a large area in the west of the site, extending beyond the redline

4.29

The Hemlock Working extended to a maximum depth of 77.9 feet. In common with the
Field Farm Working, this means that the coal extraction would have destroyed any
archaeological remains within its footprint. However, there was a large, triangular area
of land between the two workings, located south west of Field Farm, which was not
extracted for coal, although it is highly unlikely to have remained undisturbed.

Aerial Photographs
4.30

Aerial photographs, held at English Heritage’s NMR in Swindon, were consulted as part
of this study. The available photographs spanned the period from 1945 to 1996 and
provide a summary of land use in the mid to late 20th century.

4.31

A vertical aerial photograph, which is dated 1st June 1950, illustrates that the entire
western end of the site, from the north west side of the track to Field Farm, was subject
to large-scale earth-moving at that time (see Plan EDP 1).

4.32

This process had apparently started by 1945 and undoubtedly comprised the filling and
reinstatement of the Field Farm and Hemlock Workings, which is specified in the map
sources received from BSP Consulting (see above). The origin of the material is uncertain,
but it is evident that it was deposited on a very large area of the site.

4.33

The reinstatement was evidently successful, as a vertical image taken in 1953 shows that
this part of the site had apparently reverted back to agricultural use. This point is
nd
reinforced by a photograph taken on 2 May 1971, which shows the entire site area in
agricultural use. Even so, large areas of disturbed ground in the south and west indicate
the former extents of the documented open cast coal extraction.

4.34

With the exception of Field Farm no other archaeological remains, whether above
ground or below, are visible on the available aerial photographs.
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Site Walkover
4.35

The site was visited in April 2010 to assess the current ground conditions and
topography, as well as to identify any above ground archaeological remains.

4.36

In addition, the locations and settings of designated built heritage resources were
considered with regard to the potential future development of the site.

Archaeological Remains
4.37

The site visit was completed in the early afternoon on a bright sunny day. However, as
much of the site was either overgrown, under recently planted woodland or had been
recently ploughed, no archaeological features were visible.

Cultural Heritage Resources
4.38

With regard to designated historic buildings located in the immediate vicinity of the site,
this assessment concludes that it would be unlikely for the two Grade II listed buildings
noted above to be adversely affected by future low-rise residential development.

4.39

Field Farm is a building which is of potential local significance. Cartographic analysis has
demonstrated that there has been a building on this site since at least 1771 and that
elements of this earlier building may survive either within the fabric of the existing
building and/or as archaeological remains.

Ground Investigations
4.40

A previous report prepared by BSP Consulting reports on the completion of widespread
ground investigation within the site area in 2010. This work involved a mixture of test
pitting and trenching and window sample boreholes and covered the entire site.

4.41

It demonstrated that only three areas of the site are not now overlain by modern made
ground. These correspond closely with the areas of the site that were not formerly
subject to open-cast coal mining (see Plan EDP 1).

4.42

They include the two fields in the north east of the site, between the ‘finger’ of
plantation woodland north east of Field Farm and the railway line defining the boundary.
It is likely that the plantation itself, which could not be investigated, also occupies an
area of land which is not underlain by accumulations of modern made ground.

4.43

Further south, they also include a relatively narrow band stretching south east from the
farm buildings towards the south eastern corner of the site. This corresponds with the
higher ground within the site, which represents the lower slopes on the north western
11
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side of Stapleford Hill beyond the site boundary. Last of all, a triangular area exists in the
south, straddling the access track to Field Farm, as shown on Plan EDP 1.
4.44

BSP Consulting report that the accumulations of made ground extend to a depth of
between 3.0m+ and 5.0m+ in the area covered by the Field Farm workings. They are
similar for the area in the west covered by the Hemlock workings, although there appear
to be shallower deposits around the edges of the site.

4.45

In any event, it is fundamentally clear that, for two large areas in the west and centre of
the site, there is no potential for the identification of archaeological remains, only made
ground relating to the infilling of open-cast coal workings during the mid 20th century. In
addition, the BSP Consulting report makes it very clear that excavations in these areas of
the site would be potentially hazardous from a Health and Safety viewpoint.
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Section 5
Conclusions
Designated Heritage Assets
5.1

The site does not contain any designated heritage assets, as defined by PPS5, such as
world heritage sites, scheduled monuments, listed buildings, conservation areas,
registered parks & gardens and registered battlefields.

5.2

Similarly, the settings of two listed buildings within the vicinity of the site are unlikely to
be affected by low rise residential development within it, although their presence should
nonetheless be taken into account during the site design process.

Undesignated Heritage Assets
5.3

The site does not contain any archaeological remains, which are recorded as being of
significance on the Nottinghamshire HER. Indeed, examination of historic maps and
aerial photographs has demonstrated that the site comprised open agricultural land from
th
at least the later 18 century onwards and that it is crossed by the boundary between
the historic parishes of Trowell and Stapleford (represented by the Boundary Brook).

5.4

However, Field Farm is a building which is of potential local significance. Cartographic
analysis has demonstrated that there has been a building on this site since at least 1771
and that elements of this earlier building may survive either within the fabric of the
existing structure and/or as below ground archaeological remains.

5.5

Historic maps and aerial photographs demonstrate that the western half of the site, with
the exception of a small area south of Field Farm, has previously been subject to open
cast coal mining, which took place in the 1940s and had been reinstated by 1950. These
were deep workings that would have destroyed any archaeological deposits within their
footprints. Moreover, the subsequent reinstatement to agricultural farmland will have, in
addition, had an extensive adverse impact on any such remains present.

5.6

The two areas of former open-cast coal mining are now defined by deep accumulations
of modern made ground; one south west of Field Farm and one to the south east. On
that basis, it is evident that there is no potential for the survival of buried archaeological
remains within the two areas marked on Plan EDP 1 as containing made ground.

5.7

Ground investigations have shown that the remainder of the site, including a triangle of
land straddling the access track to Field Farm and the north eastern corner stretching up
towards the railway line, still retains an ‘agricultural’ soil profile. Even so, the evidence
shows that they will have been subject to disturbance and truncation by historic farming
practices and so there is only low potential to contain significant archaeological remains.
13
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5.8

The illustrative masterplan for the site shows that the three areas of the site that have
not previously been subject to open cast mineral extraction, and which now contain
deep accumulations of made ground, will all be developed for residential units and
supporting infrastructure. There are no recorded archaeological deposits within these
areas, but ‘potential’ deposits of no greater than local importance might be destroyed by
groundworks, with a ‘minor adverse’ effect therefore predicted.

5.9

Even so, this assessment concludes that there should be no further investigation of those
areas that have previously been subject to open-cast mining and reinstatement. At the
same time, and in view of the low potential for the limited areas of un-mined land within
the boundary, there should be no need to undertake field investigation to inform
validation of a planning application, or its determination thereafter. Any further work
within those areas could readily be completed as a condition of planning consent.
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Appendix EDP 1
The Known and Relevant Archaeological Resource
(taken from the Nottinghamshire HER)
EDP
HER No.
1

2

Nottinghamshire
HER No.
L8785
L8786
M5169
L5169
L5173
M576
L576

Period
Prehistoric/Roman

Medieval

Description
Findspot of Bronze Age flints, an Iron
Age quern and a Roman coin on
Stapleford Hill in an area of copper
mines of prehistoric date
Possible park pale
Bramcote Hills Park

or

bank

at

3

L577

Undated/Medieval?

4

Medieval/Post Medieval

5
6

M657
L657
M18416
L7031

7
8

L7033
L7039

Post Medieval
Post Medieval

9

L7190

Post Medieval

10
11

Post Medieval
Post Medieval
Post Medieval
Post Medieval

Swancar Farm, Trowell
Brick Kilns

Post Medieval

Ice House at Bramcote

Post Medieval

Bramcote Hills Country House

Post Medieval

17
18
19

L7032
M388
L388
5.13.30
M393
L393
M658
L658
M18247
L10932
M17890
L9790-1
L11050
L5171
L12164-5

Probable bell pit at Bramcote
Seven mounds, possibly former bell
pits
Mound, possibly a former bell pit
Thirty-eight features, probably former
bell pits. Also evidence for spoil and
coal seam exposure
Two small mounds which may be bell
pits overlying ridge and furrow
Three possible coal mining shafts
Trowell Moor Colliery

LB1

5.13.2

Post Medieval

LB2

M389
L389
5.13.1

Post Medieval

Bridge on Moorbridge Lane,
Stapleford
Findspot of a guinea
Cropmarks at Bramcote Road, Trowell
Geophysical anomalies of possible
mining remains at Bramcote
Grade II listed Swancar Canal bridge,
built between 1792-6
Grade II listed Swansea Canal Bridge,
built between 1792-6

12
13
14
15
16

Post Medieval
Post Medieval

Post Medieval
Undated
Undated

Earthwork bank at Bramcote Hill
Fishpond
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Appendix EDP 2
Illustrative Masterplan, Field Farm, Stapleford (Drawing No. SK14
rev. J, October 2011, Halsall Lloyd Partnership
Architects & Designers)
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Plans
Plan EDP 1

Recorded Archaeological and Heritage Assets
(EDP293/02b 15 November 2011 GS/AT)

Plan EDP 2

Extract from a 1771 plan of the Liberties of Stapleford
(EDP293/03a 15 November 2011 GS/AT)

Plan EDP 3

Extracts from Ordnance Survey Maps of 1913-14
(EDP293/04a 15 November 2011 GS/AT)
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Plan EDP 2: Extract from a 1771
plan of the Liberties of
Stapleford

© Environmental Dimension Partnership. © Crown copyright Ordnance Survey®. All rights reserved. Licence number AL100044777

Canal

Trowell Moor
Colliery

Healing
Well
Field Farm

Site boundary
(approximate)
0

THE ENVIRONMENTAL DIMENSION PARTNERSHIP
14 Inner Courtyard, Whiteway Farmhouse, The Whiteway,
Cirencester GL7 7BA t 01285 640640 f 01285 652545
e info@edp-uk.co.uk www.edp-uk.co.uk

250m

cl i ent

projec t title

Westerman Homes Ltd.

Land at Field Farm, Stapleford,
Nottinghamshire

date
drawing number
scale
drawn by
checked

15 NOVEMBER 2011
EDP 293/04a
nts
GS
AT

dra wing title

Plan EDP 3: Extracts from Ordnance
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