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1.0

Introduction and Objectives

1.1

BSP Consulting has been commissioned by Westerman Homes Ltd to prepare a
Transport Assessment and Travel Plan to accompany their planning application for a
residential development of up to 500 dwellings at Field Farm in Stapleford,
Nottinghamshire. The proposed site layout is provided in Appendix A.

1.2

A Travel Plan helps to make a site more accessible to all, including those without
access to a car and those with disabilities, by helping to provide and promote safe and
feasible travel choices. The general objective is to reduce the number of single
occupancy car journeys to and from the site, and increase the use of more sustainable
modes of transport.

This has obvious environmental benefits, helping to tackle

congestion and reduce emissions, and also encouraging more people to walk and cycle
will generally help to promote healthy lifestyles and sustainable, vibrant communities.
1.3

The main focus of this Residential Travel Plan is to: ensure that appropriate
infrastructure and access facilities are provided as part of the development proposals;
improvements to existing travel facilities are made where necessary; to provide a
mechanism for all residents to be made aware of the travel option available to them;
and encourage residents to make more sustainable travel choices.

1.4

By initiating the Travel Plan process before occupation, measures to encourage
sustainable travel can be incorporated into the development and its design. It is also
possible to influence travel behaviour before individual travel patterns to and from the
new site are established.

1.5

This Travel Plan report sets out the proposed land use and anticipated trips by
different modes of transport associated with the proposals (taken from the Transport
Assessment). The existing public transport, cycling and pedestrian facilities in the
vicinity of the site are evaluated.

This information, along with details of any

committed transport improvements or initiatives, is used to establish the opportunities
and constraints to influence travel behaviour at this site, for example, where
improvements or new travel facilities would be beneficial.
1.6

Initial targets are set to reduce single occupancy car journeys and encourage the use of
more sustainable modes of transport. Measures are proposed in order to meet the
2
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targets and achieve the general objectives of the Travel Plan. Some measures will
form part of the development proposals, and others will be implemented just prior to,
or on, occupation of the units. The proposed measures and actions will also be
included in a timetabled action plan. Additional measures and actions, which could
be incorporated in the future, will also be suggested.
1.7

It is important that a mixture of measures are introduced to encourage using more
sustainable transport methods, make these alternatives to the single occupancy car
journey more attractive and deter use of the private car. People have different needs
and react to different approaches, so implementing a variety of measures should help
the Travel Plan be successful.

1.8

The Travel Plan will need to be monitored and reviewed in order to assess progress
towards achieving the targets and respond accordingly. The timetabled action plan
will include a schedule for initiating, monitoring and developing the Travel Plan.
This is therefore, a working document through which the environmental impact of car
travel can be effectively managed.

2.0

Policy Context

2.1

Travel Plans have become an important element of working towards transport and
sustainability policy objectives at the national and local level.

2.2

Planning Policy Guidance 13: Transport (PPG13) states that the Government wants
to help raise awareness of the impacts of travel decisions, and therefore suggest that
all planning applications with significant transport implications should be
accompanied by a Transport Assessment and Travel Plan. The general thresholds,
based on development scale, set out in the Guidance on Transport Assessment (DCLG
& DfT 2007), suggest that a Transport Assessment and Travel Plan are required for a
residential development of over 80 dwellings, and so are applicable for this
development proposal. PPG13 emphasises the need to integrate land use planning and
transport policy, and states that housing development should be located, wherever
possible, so as to provide a choice of means of travel to other facilities.

2.3

In their Local Transport Plan (LTP3), Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC)
recognises that “the location of new developments is key to ensuring that they are
3
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accessible”. It states that NCC will work with local planning authorities to ensure that
accessibility and sustainability are key considerations in planning application
decisions.

It also identifies the important role of Travel Plan in “improving

accessibility through the provision of information on journey planning, as well as the
associated supporting infrastructure.”
2.4

NCC states that working with businesses, schools, organisations, developers and
service providers to deliver effective travel plans will be a critical way of promoting
cycling, walking and public transport as an alternative to the private car. Travel Plans
have a particular role in improving accessibility by providing infrastructure and
providing people with the information they need to make a range of journeys.

2.5

Following changes to the planning system, a Local Development Framework (LDF) is
being prepared by Broxtowe Borough Council (BBC), but prior to its completion, the
Broxtowe Local Plan (adopted 2004) has been carried forward, and the relevant
‘saved’ transport polices are listed below:

T1 – Planning permission will not be granted for developments which generate a
requirement for the provision of new or improved transport infrastructure and services within,
directly serving or in the transport corridor serving the site, until appropriate contribution has
been negotiated towards provision of such measures in accordance with Circular 1/97 and
its successors.
T2 – Proposals will be supported which would improve the provision or operation of bus
services.
T3 – The layout of new development sites should be designed to enable easy access
by buses where appropriate and should include the provision of bus shelters with
information points.
T6 – Proposals will be supported which would facilitate the expansion and operation of
the NET system into the borough and development will not be permitted which would inhibit
the extension of the system.
T7 – Provision should be made for the needs of cyclists within new development sites and in
relation to links to adjacent areas and existing cycle routes. This provision should include
safe and covered cycle parking facilities in appropriate circumstances.
T9 – Provision should be made for the needs of pedestrians within new developments and in
relation to links to adjacent areas and other forms of transport.
T11 – Planning permission will not be granted for new development unless appropriate
provision is made for vehicle parking and servicing in accordance with the latest
guidelines agreed with the highway authority. Guidance on provision is set out in
Appendix 4.

4
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The Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) Guidance for the Preparation of Travel
Plans in Support of Planning Applications confirms that the main aim of any Travel
Plan should be to “minimise single-occupancy car trips by promoting and supporting
alternative modes” (NCC, 2010).

2.7

The Department for Transport’s Making Residential Travel Plans Work: Guidelines
for New Development (September, 2005), provides guidance on the contents of a
Residential Travel Plan, and securing it through the planning system. It states that
travel planning, for residential development can play an important and positive role in
achieving a wider range of national and local objectives. These include:
•

Helping to reduce the need to travel and to cut congestion;

•

Supporting mixed community and housing objectives, including development
location, density, design and parking;

•

Helping address the causes and potential impacts of climate change through
reducing energy use and reducing emissions;

•

Supporting social inclusion objectives, particularly through improvement of
accessibility to and from new development;

•

Encouraging integrated policy development, particularly between the Local
Transport Plan (LTP) and Local Development Framework (LDF)

•

Providing a mechanism through which ongoing sustainability appraisal and
integration can be built into planning and implementation arrangements.

3.0

Development Proposals and Travel Demands

3.1

The site is located at Field Farm in Stapleford, Nottinghamshire (see Figure 1). It is
proposed to develop the existing farm land for residential use, with the construction of
up to 500 dwellings. The proposed site layout is provided in Appendix A.

3.2

The site has a significant frontage along Ilkeston Road/Trowell Road (A6007), a main
route linking Ilkeston, Trowell and Stapleford with Nottingham.

The site is

approximately 2km from the district centre of Stapleford, and 5km from Ilkeston
(town centre) and Beeston (major district centre).

Nottingham city centre is

approximately 9km east of the site. There is also good access to the strategic highway
network (A52, M1).
5
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There is currently vehicular access to the site directly from Ilkeston Road (A6007). It
is proposed to retain this as a public right of way, with a pedestrian and cycle only
link. The proposed site access arrangements are illustrated on Drawings 10172/004
Revision A. It is proposed to provide two new points of access from Ilkeston Road
(A6007), with a ghosted island right turn lane to the east of Rowan Avenue, and a
simple priority junction to the east of Melbourne Road.

3.4

MVA Consultancy completed traffic impact assessment work for the development
proposals using the Nottingham Multi-Modal Transport Model (NMMTM), to inform
the Transport Assessment prepared by BSP Consulting. The table below gives the
anticipated trips and modal share associated with the development, as concluded by
MVA and BSP and agreed with the HA and local highway authorities, and so is
considered to be a likely base situation to work from.

Table 1: Development Trips and Modal Split (2026)
Period

Total
Trips
(persons)

Car
(persons)

Public
Transport
(persons)

Walk/
Cycle
(persons)

Car (%)

Public
Transport
(%)

Walk/
Cycle (%)

AM
PM

739
672

532
460

98
72

109
140

72%
68%

13%
11%

15%
21%

(Note: Percentages Calculated from Trip Numbers)

3.5

There is an anticipated increase in trips to and from the site of 739 and 672 person
trips during the AM and PM peak hours, across all modes of transport. The majority
of residents are likely to travel as private car drivers (68-72%), with a further 15-21%
walking or cycling and 11-13% using public transport.

There is an anticipated

increase of 98 bus patrons in the AM and 72 in the PM peak hour and there is an
anticipated increase of 109 and 104 walking and cycle trips to and from the site during
each of the peak hours respectively.
3.6

Although the trip generation and modal split patterns information from the Transport
Assessment will be used to set initial targets, as set out below, travel surveys will be
completed following 50% occupation of the development site, to determine the actual
travel patterns generated by the development.
Questionnaire is provided in Appendix E.
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4.0

Sustainable Travel Options

4.1

This section considers the existing local facilities for sustainable travel and those that
are proposed via LTP3 or other transport improvement programs and initiatives.
Walking and Cycling

4.2

The western and southern site boundaries are adjacent to Trowell Road and Ilkeston
Road. There is street lighting on both sides of these roads, but there are only footway
on the opposite side of the road to the proposed development, serving existing
housing. Due to there being no footways along the site boundaries along Ilkeston
Road and Trowell Road, there are also no pedestrian crossing facilities. There are
footways and street lighting on both sides of Pasture Road, on Ilkeston Road, to the
east of Rowan Avenue and on Trowell Road to the north of Pit Lane.

4.3

PPG13: Transport states that “walking is the most important mode of travel at the
local level and offers the greatest potential to replace short car trips, particularly under
2 kilometres”. Local facilities within a 2km threshold are shown on Figure 2, and
include the district centre of Stapleford.

4.4

Locally, there are a number of small business and commercial premises including
Pinfold Business Park, on Nottingham Road/Derby Road (B5010) and Pasture
Road/Church Street (B6003). Albany Junior Infant and Nursery School is located
approximately 1km south of the site off Pasture Road/Granville Drive. Wadsworth
Field Primary School on Wadsworth Road and St John's C of E Primary School on
Nottingham Road, are both approximately 1.5km from the site.

4.5

Bramcote Hills Park is approximately 750m east of the site.

Bramcote Leisure

Centre, Bramcote Park Business and Enterprise School, Bramcote Hills Sports and
Community College and Foxwood Foundation School and Technology College
(Special Needs education for 3-19 year olds) are approximately 1.5km - 2km east of
the site, accessible by road or by footpaths through the park. George Spencer School
and Technology College is on Arthur Mee Road, approximately 3km south of the site.
4.6

Ilkeston Road Recreation Ground is located approximately 250m east of the site.
There is a pub and commercial premises within 600m of the site on Hickings Lane
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(B6004). There are also Hickings Lane Medical Centre and Stapleford Care Centre,
which are located on Ryecroft Street and Church Street, respectively.
4.7

Trowell Road (A6007) provides access to a number of commercial premises between
the site and Trowell (north-west), including Trowell Park Industries, and Trowell
Garden Centre and Coffee Shop.

4.8

To the south west, in Sandiacre there are a number of commercial premises, along
Lenton Street, Town Street and Station Road, including Balfour Beatty Rail Track
Systems Ltd and Network Rail.

4.9

The currently vehicular access to the farm, directly from the A6007 Ilkeston Road, is
the start of an existing public right of way, with footpaths and tracks which lead to
sports facilities and allotments at Pit Lane Recreation Area to the north, the railway
line and canal to the north east, and then east of Mayfield Drive and onto Coventry
Lane (A6002). There are also links to the west with a footpath opposite Pit Lane on
Trowell Road (A6007) and off Moorbridge Lane via Pasture Road.

4.10

In addition to the recreation area to the north of the site, there is the Ilkeston Road
Recreation Ground to the east, and a further recreational area with access off Pasture
Road and Peatfield Road.

4.11

There are numerous recreational walks available in the local area. Maps and further
information is provided in Appendix B. The Stapleford Hill, Nottingham Canal &
Trowell walk goes through the site (Walk 5 of “6 of the Best Walks in Broxtowe”),
and forms part of the long route along the Nottingham Canal. There is a main route
and explorer route associated with the Trowell Open Space Greenwood Walk 2, just
to the north of the site. Walk 6 of “6 of the Best Walks in Broxtowe” is also in the
area, to the south of the site off Coventry Lane.

4.12

The Nutbrook Trail is a 10 mile traffic free path between Long Eaton, Shipley
Country Park and Heanor. The Nutbrook Trail is for use by pedestrians and cyclists,
and is accessible via Moorbridge Lane leading onto Stanton Gate.

8
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PPG13: Transport also states that “cycling also has potential to substitute for short car
trips, particularly those under 5km”. The site is approximately 5km from Ilkeston
(town centre) and Beeston (major district centre).

4.14

The Stapleford cycle map prepared by Nottinghamshire County Council (provided in
Appendix C) shows the cycle routes in the area.

4.15

There are off-road cycle facilities within the highway corridor, (e.g. cycleways and
toucan crossing facilities) along Coventry Lane, and along Ilkeston Road (between
Coventry Lane and Derby Road) and Derby Road into Beeston and Nottingham.
There are also a number of roads suggested for cycling, forming a network of cycle
routes within Stapleford and beyond.

4.16

The National Cycle Network National Route 67 is located to the west of Stapleford,
along the Erewash Canal. This off-road cycle route is accessible via Pasture Road
and Moorbridge Lane.

4.17

National Route 67 will eventually run from near Loughborough to Long Eaton and
north via Ilkeston, Chesterfield, Wakefield and Leeds to join National Route 71
near Northallerton in Yorkshire. The route is already open and signed between Long
Eaton and Heanor on the mainly traffic-free Nutbrook Trail.
Public Transport - Bus Services

4.18

The existing bus stops nearest to the site are on Trowell Road (northbound) and
Pasture Road (southbound), and also on Ikeston Road (eastbound and westbound).
These are illustrated on Figure 1. There are also bus stops on Coventry Lane, which
would be accessible via a footpath through the Hemlockstone open space.

4.19

The recommended walking distance from a development site to the nearest bus stop is
400m, based on the Institute of Highways and Transportation’s Guidelines for
Planning for Public Transport in Developments (IHT 1999). A majority of the site is
within 400m of the nearest bus stops on Trowell Road, Pasture Road or Ilkeston
Road. The north-eastern part of the site is furthest from the existing highway network
and bus routes, and the furthest properties are approximately 850m from the nearest
existing bus stops on Ilkeston Road. The IHT guidelines do however state that the
recommended 400m is to be ‘treated as guidance’ and that it is ‘more important to
9
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provide services that are easy for passengers to understand and attractive to use than
to achieve slavish adherence to some arbitrary criteria for walking distance’.
4.20

The local bus services which utilise these stops are summarised in Table 2 below,
with details of their operational times and frequency.

Table 2: Bus Service Summary
Bus Operator & Route
Days
Service No.
Bus Stops on Trowell Road and Pasture Road
Mon-Sat
Ilkeston - Trowell - Stapleford
- Long Eaton - Old Sawley
Sun/BH
Trent Barton 15
Mon-Sat
Old Sawley - Long Eaton Stapleford - Trowell - Ilkeston Sun/BH
Heanor - Beeston - Nottingham Sun/BH
Trent Barton 20
Nottingham - Beeston - Heanor Sun/BH
Ilkeston - Kirk Hallam Mon-Sat
Nottingham
Trent Barton 21
Nottingham - Kirk Hallam Mon-Sat
Ilkeston
Bus Stops on Ilkeston Road
Stapleford - Chilwell - Beeston
Mon-Sat
- Rylands - Nottingham
Trent Barton 18
Nottingham - Rylands Mon-Sat
Beeston - Chilwell - Stapleford

Times

Frequency

05:09 – 23:10
08:10 – 23:10
05:58 – 23:46
09:06 – 23:46
09:08 – 22:08
10:40 – 23:40

20mins
1hour
20mins
1hour
1hour
1hour

06:11 – 23:16

1hour

07:09 – 00:15

1hour

06:06 – 18:45

30mins

07:05 – 19:28

30mins

For further information see the Trent Barton website: www.trentbarton.co.uk or Traveline website:
www.travelineeastmidlands.org.uk or contact Traveline on Tel: 0871 200 22 33

4.21

In terms of journey times, the number 21 service provides a more direct route into
Nottingham than the number 18 service, and therefore is considered to be a much
better commuter bus. Walking the additional distance to the bus stops on Trowell
Road/Pasture Road, from the east of the site, would save time over the whole journey.

4.22

There is also a half hourly Notts Bus Stapleford Shopper service on weekdays from
around 10am until 2pm, with bus stops on Melbourne Road.

4.23

Connections to the Commuter Express (Nottingham-Stapleford-Sandiacre), Rainbow
4 (Nottingham-Stapleford-Sandiacre/Derby), and the N4 night service (NottinghamSandiacre) are available from bus stops on Nottingham Road and the centre of
10
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Stapleford. The 17 (Stapleford-Toton-Attenborough-Beeston-Nottingham) only
makes one journey a day, but is also available from the centre of Stapleford.
Public Transport – Rail Services
4.24

There are no train stations in Stapleford, however the rail network is fairly close by.
The nearest stations are at Attenborough (4 miles), Beeston (4 miles) and Long Eaton
(5 miles) on the high speed Nottingham to London line, and the Nottingham to
Derby/Matlock, and Leicester to Lincoln/Cleethorpes lines. Langley Mill (7 miles)
offers services between Liverpool and Norwich, via Manchester, Sheffield,
Nottingham, Peterbrorough, Cambridge and Stansted Airport.

The stations at

Nottingham (7miles) and Derby (11miles) offer three additional services.
Public Transport – Tram Services
4.25

Government funding support has been confirmed and a preferred bidder established
for Phase Two of the Nottingham tram network, known as NET (Nottingham Express
Transit). NET Phase Two, Line 3, would extend south from the city centre and
Nottingham railway station, to Meadows North, and then west to the NG2 business
park, the QMC, the University of Nottingham, Beeston, Chillwell and terminate at a
new Park & Ride facility on Toton Lane, between Stapleford and Toton, near to the
A52 'Bardills' roundabout, (see Appendix D). The proposed Park & Ride is 2 miles
south of the site. This and other tram stops would be linked to the site via the local
bus services. It is hoped that construction will begin by the end of 2011 and then the
extended network could be fully operational by 2014.

5.0

Opportunities and Constraints

5.1

The anticipated travel demands (trip generation and modal split), as summarised in
Section 3.0, demonstrate that private car use is likely to be the chosen mode of
transport for approximately 72% and 68% of the residents in the AM and PM periods
respectively. In order to generate a shift in modal split towards more sustainable
travel options, the Travel Plan should focus on the non-car modes of transport which
are already likely to be used in the area, demonstrating a good standard of existing
facilities.

5.2

Walking and Cycling: An Action Plan (DfT 2004) states that:

11
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Nearly a quarter of all our trips are one mile or less - a generally walkable
distance. And 42% are within two miles - less than the average length of a
cycling trip. But in addition, walking and cycling provide the vital links to our
public transport systems and a 'no-emissions' alternative to motor vehicles.

5.3

The recent Active Travel Strategy (DfT 2010) confirms the Government’s opinion that
“cycling and walking are great for health and accessibility, and when replacing
journeys by car they can also reduce congestion and emissions. With about two-thirds
of the journeys we make under five miles, we believe walking and cycling should be
an everyday way of getting around.”

5.4

PPG13: Transport states that “walking is the most important mode of travel at the
local level and offers the greatest potential to replace short car trips, particularly under
2 kilometres” and “cycling also has potential to substitute for short car trips,
particularly those under 5km.”

5.5

NCC’s LTP3 identifies, from the 2001 Census data for Nottinghamshire, that over
43% of all work journeys were less than 5km long, and yet 64% of people drove to
work, and therefore there is scope to reduce the number of short car journeys and
encourage residents to undertake more healthy active travel for such journeys.

5.6

Local amenities, including schools, are located within an acceptable walking and
cycling distance, and are accessible via a good standard of existing facilities. For
longer journeys there are good bus services which run along Ilkeston Road with bus
stops along the site frontage. Therefore, these modes will be a key focus for the
Travel Plan.

5.7

There is an anticipated increase of 109 and 140 walking and cycle trips to and from
the site during the peak hours. There are good existing pedestrian and cycle links and
crossing facilities for pedestrians and cyclists on most part of the existing network,
and the infrastructure is considered suitable to accommodate these additional
movements, subject to the new on-site and site access infrastructure and some
additional crossing faculties which are being proposed.

12

BSP Consulting

JSP/10172

Residential Development – Field Farm, Stapleford

5.8

Residential Travel Plan

Some of the local walking and cycling routes are more likely to be used more for
recreational purposes, which should be encouraged for health reasons, to promote
community vitality, and help to improve rider confidence.

5.9

There is an anticipated increase in 98 bus patrons in the AM and 72 in the PM peak
hour, across up to 12 local bus services per hour. The existing services are considered
to have sufficient capacity to accommodate this increase.

5.10

Initial discussions with Trent Barton, confirmed that it was not considered viable to
divert the existing local bus services through the site, as there is insufficient scope
within the timetable. Nonetheless there is good access to existing bus stops and
services. NCC may consider it appropriate for the developer to improve the existing
bus stop facilities in the vicinity of the site. This could include installing raised kerbs
and timetable information.

5.11

The modal split of journeys to work for the ward area, Stapleford North, and the
Borough of Broxtowe, have been extracted from the 2001 National Census data for
comparison.

Table 9: National Census Data – Method of Travel to Work (UV39)
Train

Stapleford 0.0
North
Broxtowe 1.0
5.12

Bus

Taxi

Driving Passenger
Motorcycle Bicycle
Car/Van Car/Van

Foot

Other

14.6

0.1

63.4

7.6

2.4

5.1

6.5

0.2

11.4

0.2

64.8

6.5

1.5

4.7

9.6

0.4

The modal split of journeys to work for the ward area, Stapleford North, suggests that
71.1% of residents drive a car/van, are passengers in a car/van, or travel by taxi
to/from work. Therefore the modal share for vehicular trips used by MVA (72%) is
considered to be a robust assumption. The Census data also suggests that there may
be a slightly higher proportion of people using the bus (14.6%) and slightly less
cycling and walking (11.6%), but generally concurs with the MVA estimations, which
it should be noted are for all trips to and from the site, not just journeys to work.

5.13

The proportion of private car users (drivers and passengers) is roughly in line with the
borough. The number of people walking to work is lower than the average for the
13
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borough. However, many residents are considered likely to work in the city centre or
other large employment areas which are further than a reasonable walking distance
from the site, and therefore are likely to use some form of motorised transport.
However, positively, the modal split for buses is high compared to the rest of
Broxtowe. Also, the use of cycles and motorcycles is higher than the Broxtowe
average. Therefore these modes of transport should provide focus points for the
Travel Plan.
5.14

The census data showed that local residents do not currently use rail or light rail
services. However, the introduction of NET Phase 2, Line 3, including additional
Park and Ride facilities at Toton, will provide additional opportunities for travelling
into Nottingham by public transport. Beeston train station is currently the closest
station to the development site, at 3.3 miles distant.

5.15

Parking will be provided in accordance with the Broxtowe Borough Council parking
standards. The intention is to provide adequate level of car parking provision, as
overly restrictive car parking may generate on-street parking and road safety issues,
but not an excessive level of parking provision, which may encourage an expansion in
the number of cars per household and single occupancy car journeys. Urban or
Suburban areas tend to offer good opportunities for access to various modes of
transport and consequently can operate with less provision for car parking than more
isolated sites. Suitable storage for cycles should also be provided.

5.16

Car sharing is another way to reduce the number of car journeys. This concept and
car sharing information could be promoted to residents.

5.17

Provision should be made to enable high speed broadband internet access, to enable
home working, on-line shopping, and so on, which reduces the need to travel and
helps to reduce car journeys to and from the site.

14
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6.0

Targets

6.1

The main aim of this Travel Plan is to minimise single-occupancy car trips by
promoting and supporting alternative modes. The proposed primary target is based on
trip generation values given in the accompanying Transport Assessment for this
application. The target values given below are aimed at generating a lower number of
car trips than would be expected from a development without a Travel Plan. Targets
should also be set to increase the number and proportion of people using the bus,
walking and cycling, as these modes have been identified as key focus areas.

6.2

The development of targets based on actual base traffic patterns will be the
responsibility of the Travel Plan Co-ordinator (TPC).

However, at this pre-

development stage, it is appropriate for initial strategic targets to be set based on the
modal split and trip generation calculations taken from the Transport Assessment.
6.3

The anticipated modal split for the development suggests that up to 72% of journeys
to and from the site will be by car drivers/passengers/sharers.

Generally it is

considered reasonable to aim to a 5-15% reduction in car journeys over a 5 year
Travel Plan period. On this basis, the travel plan should be aiming for car travel to
make up no more than 67% of journeys to and from the site within 5 years of 50%
occupation of the development site. The initial targets set out below reflect this.
Table 3: Target Development Trips and Modal Split (5 years from occupation)
Period

Total
Trips
(persons)

Car
(persons)

Public
Transport
(persons)

Walk/
Cycle
(persons)

Car (%)

Public
Transport
(%)

Walk/
Cycle (%)

AM
PM

739
672

495
423

111
87

133
161

67%
63%

15%
13%

18%
24%

(Note: Trip Numbers Calculated from Percentages)

6.4

These initial targets should be reviewed and finalised following an initial
questionnaire based travel survey and/or a multimodal traffic count survey at the site
entrances, (within 3 months of 50% occupation), to check the actual baseline modal
split for the development are not significantly different to those anticipated. This will
ensure targets are challenging but SMART (site specific, measurable, achievable,
realistic, and time bound). The targets can be amended as considered necessary and in
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agreement with NCC. Secondary targets can also be set with reference to the success
and value of measures implemented (e.g. take up of bus passes, membership to a car
share scheme).
7.0

Implementation, Administration and Responsibilities

7.1

The developer will initially invest in the appropriate infrastructure, such as facilities
for pedestrians and cyclists, and local bus services. The developer is responsible for
the Travel Plan until they appoint a specific Travel Plan Co-ordinator (TPC), prior to
the occupation of the residential development. This is often a member of the sales
staff who has direct contact with potential residents, and can promote the sustainable
travel options and any Travel Plan initiatives of benefit to them.

7.2

If appropriate, once the properties are sold and the housing developer no longer has a
presence on site, the TPC’s role could be transferred to another person or body which
has a local presence.

7.3

Full contact details of the appointed TPC, and any changes, will need to be provided
to BCC and the NCC Travel Plan Officer upon appointment, prior to first occupation
of the site.
Helen Greenwood
Travel Plan Officer
Nottinghamshire County Council
Trent Bridge House
Fox Road
West Bridgford
Nottingham
NG2 6BJ
Tel: 0115 9772087
E-mail: helen.greenwood@nottscc.gov.uk
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The TPC has a critical role in ensuring the Travel Plan is implemented, managed,
monitored and reviewed over time. The responsibilities of the TPC include the
following (also see the Action Plan):
•

Oversee the implementation and development of the Travel Plan

•

Promote the Travel Plan to prospective residents along with general
sales/marketing literature

•

Prepare and distribute Travel Information Packs to each dwelling on occupation

•

Liaise with third parties (e.g. public transport operators, local schools and cycle
retailers) to investigate possible incentive measures or joint initiatives

•

Organise for a questionnaire based travel survey and/or a multimodal traffic
survey at the site entrances (access junctions and ped/cycle links) to be carried out
in line with the monitoring schedule

8.0

•

Review the Travel Plan and provide update reports to BBC/NCC

•

Advertise progress and achievements to residents

Travel Plan Measures
Hard Measures / Infrastructure

8.1

A number of hard measures will be incorporated into the site layout, including high
quality pedestrian and cycle routes throughout the site. The internal residential roads
will be designed in accordance with NCC’s design guide Htd and therefore will have a
design speed of 20mph or less, incorporating speed reducing features and a safe
environment for pedestrians and cyclists.

8.2

High quality pedestrian and cycle links will be provided to existing local footways,
footpaths, cycle routes and bus stops. Dropped kerbs and tactile paving, and in some
cases central refuges are being provided to aid pedestrians to cross Ilkeston Road. It
is proposed to provide a 3.0m wide shared pedestrian/cycle way from the site along
the Ilkeston Road boundary, from the eastern site access junction. The section from
the site boundary to Coventry Lane will not be widened, but NCC considers that the
existing width is sufficient for the short lengths where it is less than 3.0m wide. This
will connect with existing pedestrian/cycle facilities at the Ilkeston Road/Coventry
Lane junction and beyond.
17
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Pedestrian links will be provided to existing bus stops on Ilkeston Road, Trowell
Road and Pasture Road. There is also scope to improve the existing bus stop facilities
in the vicinity of the site, if considered appropriate by NCC. This could include
installing raised kerbs at the nearest stops on Ilkeston Road, Trowell Road and Pasture
Road, and also providing timetable information at the eastbound bus stop on Ilkeston
Road (the other three stops already have timetable information).

8.4

Despite a proportion of the site being outside the advised distance to the nearest bus
stop, the quality and frequency of existing bus services that route past the site, and the
proposed provision of an additional service, coupled with several promotional actions
detailed below, should be sufficient to encourage residents to choose this mode of
travel.

8.5

The Broxtowe Borough Council local plan states that for developments of greater than
100 dwellings, an average of 1.5 car parking spaces should be provided over the
development. In this case there are 1.6 spaces per unit. However, there are a high
number of 4 and 5 bed houses (62%) which have 2 parking spaces, and therefore sway
the average. Given the development schedule, the parking provision is considered
appropriate.

Table 3: Car Parking Provision
No. of
Bedrooms
1 bed
2 bed
2 bed
3 bed
3 bed
3 bed plus
4 bed
4 bed plus
5 bed
Total

Dwelling Type
Social Bungalow
Social Bungalow
Social
Social
Private
Private
Private
Private
Private

No. of Car
Parking Spaces
1 space
1 space
1 space
1 space
1 space
1 space
2 space
2 space
2 space
(1x171)+(2x279)
=729
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Garage
Provision
Single Garage
Single Garage
Double Garage
Double Garage
176 Single +
126 Double

No. of Units
9
32
6
10
91
23
153
95
31
450
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Suitable storage for cycles should also be provided. This will be in the form of
garages and sheds. There are no flats/apartments currently proposed, and therefore a
communal cycle storage facility is not considered appropriate.

8.7

As part of the infrastructure of the site provision will be made to enable high speed
broadband internet access, to enable home working, on-line shopping, and so on,
which reduces the need to travel and helps to reduce car journeys to and from the site.

8.8

In summary the proposed hard measures which are proposed to be implemented are as
follows:
•

High quality pedestrian and cycle routes throughout the site

•

Internal road layout with a design speed of 20mph or less

•

High quality pedestrian and cycle links and crossing facilities to existing
pedestrian and cycle infrastructure, and bus stops

•

Provision of a loop road within the site suitable for future use by buses

•

Bus stop improvements at the four nearest stops on Ilkeston Road, Trowell
Road and Pasture Road (e.g. raised kerbs, timetable information)

•

Provide a suitable level of car parking and cycle storage facilities

•

Infrastructure to enable internet access

Soft Measures / Information and Marketing
8.9

The developer/initial TPC will need to promote the Travel Plan to prospective
residents along with general sales/marketing literature.

8.10

On occupation, each household should be provided with a Travel Information Pack to
ensure that all residents are informed about the travel options available, and
encouraged to make sustainable travel choices. It is important to get information to
residents at this early stage, in order to influence their travel behaviour before any
new travel patterns become established. This would include local public transport
information, information for pedestrians and cyclists, and promote local and national
sustainable transport campaigns and health schemes, car sharing, on-line shopping,
and more sustainable working practices, such as flexi-time or working from home.
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A newsletter or other marketing material can be used to advertise updated travel
information and Travel Plan progress to residents.

8.12

Many of the following measures for walking, cycling and public transport would be
implemented via the Travel Information Pack on occupation, and subsequent travel
information updates as appropriate. There are also a few ideas for incentive schemes.
Walking

8.13

The following measures could be implemented to encourage walking to the site:
•

provide maps showing safest walking routes, indicating distances and times to
relevant destinations

•

highlight the health benefits of walking

•

promote the idea of ‘walking buddies’

•

liaise with local schools to investigate possible joint initiatives (e.g. walking
buses)

Cycling
8.14

The following measures could be implemented to encourage cycling to the site:
•

promote local and national cycle routes

•

highlight the health benefits of cycling

•

promote local and national cycling campaigns and initiatives

•

promote the cycle to work tax incentive scheme

•

investigate the feasibility of negotiating a discount for residents at a local cycle
retailer

•

investigate the feasibility of setting up a bicycle user group (BUG)

Public Transport
8.15

The following measures could be implemented to encourage travel via public
transport:
•

provide timetable leaflets and details of travel passes and multi-buy tickets

•

provide website addresses and other contact details for obtaining up to date local
travel information
20
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•

advertise NET Phase 2 Line 3 and the Park & Ride at Toton

•

investigate the feasibility of providing subsidised or free monthly bus travel
passes to residents

Car-Sharing
8.16

Car sharing is an alternative to single occupancy car journeys which is particularly
appropriate for regular commuter journeys and will be advertised to residents in the
Travel Information Pack. Car sharing is a great way to share costs, reduce stress and
cut pollution and congestion. Even sharing a lift once or twice a week could help
reduce pollution and congestion.

8.17

The Liftshare website (www.liftshare.com) has a cost/savings calculator and
databases for searching for people making similar journeys by all different modes of
transport. There are also local car share schemes (NottinghamShare.com and
CarShareDerbyshire.com) which can be used to match people making similar
journeys. These resources will be promoted in the Travel Information Packs.

8.18

In summary the proposed soft measures which are proposed to be implemented are as
follows:
•

Include information within sales/marketing literature to promote the Travel Plan to
prospective residents

•

Provide Travel Information Packs to each dwelling on occupation

•

Promote health, and other, benefits of more sustainable transport options

•

Promote local and national campaigns, schemes, and events (e.g. car share
schemes, cycle to work scheme, National Bike Week, National Car Free Day)

•

Advertise multi-buy tickets and monthly/annual passes for local bus services

•

Liaise with local schools, cycle retailers and public transport operators to
investigate possible incentive measures or joint initiatives, (e.g. walking buses,
subsidised or free monthly bus travel passes to residents, a discount for residents
at a local cycle retailer)
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9.0

Monitoring and Review

9.1

The Travel Plan needs to be monitored to assess the effectiveness of putting the
measures in place. This will involve carrying out travel surveys to re-assess the trips
generated, modal split of journeys, identify achievements and areas for further
improvement, and review the targets and action plan. This will be the responsibility
of the TPC.

9.2

The monitoring of trips will be done so via resident travel questionnaires and/or multimodal surveys and site access junctions and pedestrian/cycle only links. Appendix E
provides a template Residential Travel Questionnaire and Monitoring Report, as
provided in NCC’s ‘Guidance in the Preparation of Travel Plans’ (2010) document.

9.3

The initial surveys will be carried out within 3 months of occupation of at least 50%
of the residential dwellings, unless otherwise agreed with NCC/BBC.

The initial

surveys are therefore considered as Year 1. Further surveys will be carried out in
Year 3 and 5, within the same month of the year to ensure consistency and the
comparison of results.
9.4

The TPC shall produce a monitoring report following each survey, which will be
submitted to BBC and/or NCC. The first update report will use the survey results to
confirm the baseline trip generation and modal split. In general, the monitoring
reports will include the survey results, any relevant changes to resident numbers, and
the calculated modal split, and a summary of progress, area for action, and any
proposed changes to the targets and new or revised measures (particularly if travel
plan targets are not being met).

9.5

The monitoring report will generally included the following:
•

Introduction and reference to the previous report, targets and measures

•

Changes and progress (e.g. construction stage, occupancy levels, key actions)

•

Date of surveys and return rates

•

Summary of survey results

•

Achievements and progress towards targets

•

Issues, priorities and focus areas
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Future measures and actions

Further monitoring may be required if NCC/BBC are not satisfied that an adequately
low level of car use has been achieved and maintained.

9.7

The Travel Plan Co-ordinator should also communicate progress and achievements to
the residents. This can be done using leaflets or newsletters. This will reinforce the
objectives of the Travel Plan and can be used to congratulate people on their efforts.

10.0

Action Plan

10.1

Appendix F sets out the main framework for implementing the Travel Plan, in the
form of a timetabled action plan. It contains specific tasks, how they will be achieved,
by whom and by when. This provides a starting point for the TPC, but will need to be
updated, at least in line with each round of surveys. There is scope to incorporate
additional measures and actions as the Travel Plan progresses.

For and on behalf of BSP Consulting

Jo Posnett BA (Hons) MIHT
Senior Transportation Engineer

Mark Rayers BSc (Hons) MCIT MIHT MILT
Director of Traffic and Transport
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The Borough’s Cycling Policies
The borough-wide Broxtowe Local Plan was adopted in 1994.
Policy TR12 provides the context for the Borough Council’s action
on cycling and reads as follows:
“The Borough Council, in conjunction with the County Council,
will continue to make provision for cyclists, including safe routes
linking houses with shops, schools and employment and
recreational cyclways. Large scale new developments should
include provision for cyclists.”
As part of its assessment of planning applications, the Council is
already encouraging new developments to take the needs of
cyclists into account.
The Borough’s Local Agenda 21, Community Strategy and Travel
Plan process will increase awareness of the merits of cycling as a
sustainable activity.

Links to Millennium Cycle Route
The Millennium Cycle Route runs from Inverness to Dover, promoted by Sustrans, a charity
awarded funding by the Millennium Commission. The 2,500 mile route opened during 2000 and
is the first stage of the 6,500 mile National Cycle Network due for completion by 2005.
This Millennium route passes through the south of the borough, very close to the Boots site,
linking Nottingham and Long Eaton.
This route has immense local value for short journeys as it serves several employment areas,
and educational, retail and leisure facilities, as well as providing improved links to the railway
station at Beeston and Attenborough.
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NET Phase Two: Chilwell via QMC and Beeston Route
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Residential Travel Plan

APPENDIX E
Template Residential Travel Questionnaire
and Monitoring Report

RESIDENTIAL TRAVEL SURVEY

Estate Name:

To help us understand the travel patterns of your household, we are undertaking this short
survey. This information will be used to inform the Travel Plan for your area.
When completed, please return your form to x.

Section A – About You
1. Which town / village do you live in?
2. What is your home postcode?
3. Number of individuals in your household (Please mark below)
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8+

4. How many individuals in your household go to work?
5. How many vehicles does your household own?
6. How many bicycles does your household own?
7. Can you easily reach the following places by walking, cycling or public transport? [Yes/No]
Food Store

Schools

University

Bank

Doctors

Restaurant

Section B – About Your Travel Patterns
8. How many trips (return) per week does your household use the car for? (If owned)
0

1-3

4-6

7 -9

10+

9. What is your household’s average weekly mileage by car? (If owned)
0

1 – 20

21 – 50

51 – 75

76 – 100

101 – 150

151 – 200

200+

10. How often does your household travel by each of the following modes week?
Car (single occupancy)

Car share

Walk

Cycle

Bus

Train

Taxi

Daily
More than once a week
Once a week
Less than once a week
11. How many miles does your household travel using each of the following modes per week?
Car (single occupancy)

Car share

Walk

Cycle

Bus

Train

Taxi

1 – 20 Miles
21 – 50 Miles
51 – 100 Miles
101 – 150 Miles
151 – 200 Miles
200+ Miles
12. What is your main reason for using the mode you use the most each week?
Essential

Dropping off / collecting
passenger

Health
reasons

Safety

Time
savings

Cost Savings

Lack of
alternative

Section C – Increasing Choice
17. Which of the following would encourage you to walk key services more? (e.g. to the shops)
Very likely

Possibly

Not likely

Safer, better lit worksite footways
More attractive routes
Improved paths in the local area
Other (please specify)
18. Which of the following would encourage you to cycle key services more? (e.g. to the bank)
Very Likely

Possibly

Not Likely

Safer, better lit cycle ways
More attractive cycle routes
Advice / training on bicycle safety
Free /discounted bikes for households
Other (please specify)
19. Which of the following would encourage you to use public transport more to get to key services?
Very Likely

Possibly

Not Likely

Subsidised / discounted fares
More direct routes
Better quality waiting environment
Improved links to / from train station
More frequent bus service
More timetable information
Increased difficulty in parking at destination
Other (please specify)
20. Which of the following would encourage you to car-share more? (e.g. to get to work)
Very Likely
Help in finding car share partners with
similar work patterns
Reserved parking for car-sharers
Free taxi home if let down by driver
Reduced parking charges for car-sharers
Other (please specify)

Possibly

Not Likely

Monitoring Report – Template Contents
The Travel Plan monitoring report should provide details of the monitoring and
evaluative procedures that have been employed. A monitoring report should
be written on an annual basis and distributed to both District and County
Councils. As such, the report should be dated.
Introduction and Context of Travel Plan
This section should detail:
¾ Nature of the organisation: site address, date of site occupation, details
of commercial occupiers (if known), staff / resident numbers (total
number of full-time, part, shift employees),
 Working hours. Hours of operation, shift hours – approx no of
staff on these shifts.
¾ The targets proposed for the site (from the agreed Travel Plan).
¾ Outline of any planning obligations / conditions (including date of
agreement, objectives / conditions met, date objectives / conditions
met,
¾ Summary of information gathered, (Details of multi-modal counts, when
the travel survey was issued, and what rate of return was achieved),
¾ The method used to gather information,
¾ Indication of annual budget / spend for the TP (£ per annum) or how
much time is allocated to for the TP? (Hours)
¾ Summary Analysis of information with respect to the Targets, and
previous monitoring reports.
Progress
This section should detail the progress made since the last report submission.
It also includes any relevant information on changes of personnel,
partnerships with other organisations.
Summary of Results
This section summarises and discusses the results of surveys / monitoring
conducted during the year. The structure of this section would focus on:
Primary Target Monitoring
¾ Traffic count and travel survey information should be summarised with
respect to progress towards the ‘primary target’.
¾ The results should be presented in a table also showing modal split.
This information should be presented against all previous recorded
counts and modal splits as part of ongoing monitoring and discussion.
¾ Staff travel patterns and any issues identified in the travel survey (i.e.
time of travel and travel between sites) can be discussed.

Secondary target monitoring
¾ The measures implemented (as part of the Travel Plan) that support
the achievement of ‘secondary targets’ should be summarised and
discussed. This could include:
 Occupancy/demand for parking spaces provided (car /
motorcycle / bicycle) (How often does demand for car parking
exceed capacity?)
 Numbers of parking spaces assigned to disabled, visitors, carsharers and staff
 Numbers enrolled on the car-share scheme (if relevant)
 The up-take of discounted public transport tickets (if provided)
Does the organisation adopt ‘smart’ working practices from the list below?
Flexi-time, teleworking, teleconferencing, audio-conferencing, home
working, hot-desking

Target Progress
This section should detail the effectiveness of the above mentioned measures
implemented so far, with respect to target achievement (including summary
reporting of previous survey results). It should also detail the measures to be
implemented if otherwise.
Issues
This section should address the issues encountered since the previous
monitoring report submission. This can also include any issues overcome and
any not yet resolved.
Priorities and Actions
This section should detail brief plans for the forthcoming year. Particular
measures could be prioritised, dependent on their successful contribution
towards targets / uptake. This could include a discussion of actions /
measures that will help meet targets for the next year.

BSP Consulting

JSP/10172

Residential Development – Field Farm, Stapleford

Residential Travel Plan

APPENDIX F
Action Plan

BSP Consulting

JSP/10172

Residential Development – Field Farm, Stapleford

Residential Travel Plan

Appendix F: Action Plan
PLANNING & INITIATING THE TRAVEL PLAN
Action

How to measure
achievement?

By Whom?

By When?

Prepare Initial Travel Plan
Report

Approved by BBC/NCC

Developer/
BSP

Appoint TPC

Contact details sent to
BBC/NCC

Developer

Prior to
development
3 months before
open sales
office

Carry out initial travel
surveys
Confirm percentage
reduction target for single
occupancy car trips

Surveys organised and
completed, results
recorded and analysed
Survey results and
SMART targets
published & approved by
BBC/NCC

TPC

3 months after
50% occupation

TPC

Within 3 months
following
surveys

INFRASTRUCTURAL / HARD MEASURES
Action
Provide high quality
pedestrian/cycle routes
throughout the site
Internal road layout with
design speed of 20mph or
less
Provide high quality
pedestrian/cycle links and
crossing facilities to existing
network and bus stops
Provide suitable level of car
parking and cycle storage
Provision of a loop road
within the site suitable for
future use by buses
Bus stop improvements
Infrastructure to enable
internet access

How to measure
achievement?

By Whom?

By When?

Suitable facilities
provided

Developer

Prior to
occupation

Suitable facilities
provided

Developer

Prior to
occupation

Suitable facilities
provided

Developer

Prior to
occupation

Suitable facilities
provided

Developer

Prior to
occupation

Suitable facilities
provided

Developer

Prior to
occupation

Suitable facilities
provided
Suitable facilities
provided
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Developer
Developer

Prior to
occupation
Prior to
occupation
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Appendix F: Action Plan (continued)
INFORMATION PROVISION & MARKETING / SOFT MEASURES
Action
Liaise with local schools,
cycle retailers and public
transport operators
regarding ideas and
implementation of
measures
Produce Travel Plan
promotional material for
inclusion in sales marketing
literature
Produce Travel Information
Packs for residents
(including walking, cycling,
public transport and car
sharing information)
Promote car share
schemes, cycle to work
schemes, multi-buy
ticketing
Promote NET Phase 2 Line
3
Produce newsletter or
leaflet to advertise
progress, travel information
updates or events

How to measure
achievement?

By Whom?

By When?

Correspondence
recorded Schemes
implemented
Assess take up via
surveys

TPC

Prior to
occupation &
ongoing

Information supplied to
prospective residents

TPC

During sales
period

Travel Information Packs
distributed to all
households

TPC

On occupation

Information provided
Assess membership/take
up via surveys

TPC

On occupation &
ongoing

Information provided
Once open, assess use
via surveys

TPC

On occupation &
ongoing

TPC

Following
surveys and as
appropriate

By Whom?

By When?

TPC

Year 3 & 5 same month as
initial surveys in
Year 1

TPC

Within 3 months
following
surveys

Information provided

MONITORING & REVIEWING
Action

How to measure
achievement?

Carry out travel surveys

Surveys organised and
completed, results
recorded and analysed

Review results and targets
and actions Monitoring
Report

Survey results and
SMART targets
published & approved by
BBC/NCC
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