
 

Sandy Lane site: Bracken-Bramble Habitat Assessment 
 
1 National Vegetation Classification (NVC) 
 
The NVC is a UK wide system for describing and classifying vegetation 
types. In the NVC the bracken dominated vegetation of the Sandy Lane 
site is an example of the W25 bracken-bramble “underscrub” plant 
community. 
 
This vegetation type is a mixture of bracken and bramble with these two 
dominant species associated with a range of plants which are ubiquitous 
and generally typical of nutrient rich soils, such as common nettle, 
cleavers, Yorkshire fog, creeping soft-grass, creeping thistle, false oat-
grass, rosebay willowherb and bluebell. 
 
This community typically arises from invasion of former open ground by 
spreading bracken rhizomes from existing areas and the spread of 
brambles through trailing and arching stems from existing bushes. It is 
likely that when the northern part of the site was market garden there 
were patches of bracken and brambles which were marginal to the rose 
growing areas, and that when cultivation ceased, the bracken and bramble 
simply quickly expanded to become dominant. 
 
The NVC identified this plant community as being “widespread on 
suitable soils throughout lowland Britain”. 
 
2 Ecology Report Assessment 
 
The ecology report identified that the bracken habitat was “not of 
significant nature conservation interest” since it is a “common and 
widespread habitat”. 
 
The basis for this assessment was the presence of the bracken and 
bramble habitat at the nearby Alexandrina Plantation and at the part of 
Sandy Lane to the east of the north-south footpath; and elsewhere in the 
local area, and also further afield. If a habitat is widespread and 
commonly encountered in a variety of places (e.g. urban areas, parks, 
arable farmland) then it can be a safe assumption that it is not of 
significant nature conservation interest. 
 
3 Nature Conservation Review (NCR) 
 
The NCR was published in 1977 and it is a GB wide review of which 



 

sites in the country were of the most important nature conservation 
significance. The sites were identified using the Ratcliffe criteria, which 
can be adapted to make assessments of sites at levels other than country 
wide eg regional, local. It formalises the process which was done in 2) 
above. 
 
The criteria are: size, diversity, naturalness, rarity, fragility, typicalness, 
recorded history, position in an ecological or geographical unit, potential 
value, intrinsic appeal. 
 
The criteria can be applied to the bracken-bramble habitat at Sandy Lane, 
as follows: 
 
Size: the extent of the bracken-bramble habitat is small 
Diversity: the bracken-bramble habitat is of limited plant species 
diversity 
Naturalness: the bracken-bramble habitat is of low naturalness since it 
occupies ground which was formerly of unknown agricultural use 
Rarity: the bracken-bramble habitat is not a rare habitat and no rare 
plants are known to be associated with it at Sandy Lane 
Fragility: the bracken-bramble habitat is not fragile since the dominant 
plants which occur are robust, tough and can withstand trampling when 
fully grown 
Typicalness: the habitat is typical of bracken and bramble vegetation 
which has invaded neglected formerly disturbed nutrient rich ground 
Recorded history: this is poor and limited at the Sandy Lane site prior to 
1999 when the first management plan for the overall wider area was 
produced. This recorded the general status of the land and its habitats. 
Position in an ecological or geographical unit: the bracken-bramble 
habitat is a small part of the semi-natural habitats which occupy 
Bramcote Ridge; the habitat occupies former unknown agricultural use 
and is closely restrained by the extensive residential areas to the north 
where the boundary of the habitat is abrupt and artificial; the habitat 
appears to stop at the edge of the woodland with the bracken not or 
scarcely continuing under the canopy and so it has little relationship to 
the woodland. It would be different if the bracken habitat was derived 
from woodland by tree clearance. 
Potential value: low and limited; the bracken-bramble habitat could 
potentially be managed in nature conservation terms to convert it to a 
more diverse grassland but this would take so much resources that it 
would be not worthwhile; it could be planted with trees and shrubs to 
create an acid woodland 
Intrinsic appeal: low and limited; the brambles prevent people from 



 

wanting to enter or closely inspect the area as does the tall dense bracken; 
the new fresh green bracken fronds emerging from the ground and dead 
bracken litter in spring are an interesting sight; the bracken displays 
autumn colour and blackberries can be harvested from the brambles. 
There is currently a Community Protection Order in place following 
complaints from adjoining landowners, which calls for the habitats to be 
strimmed in perpetuity. 
 
4 Biodiversity Action Plans 
 
The bracken-bramble habitat is not included in the following: 
 
Nottinghamshire Local Biodiversity Action Plan 
UK Biodiversity Action Plan (now The UK Post-2010 Biodiversity 
Framework) 
Annex 1 (Habitats) of the EU Habitats Directive 
 
5 Local Wildlife Sites 
 
Boundaries of Local Wildlife Sites are drawn along features which can be 
easily recognised on the ground (fences, hedges, etc) rather than cutting 
across open ground (eg a break of slope). This requirement to be able to 
readily identify LWS boundaries sometimes means that land included 
within a LWS is not of high enough local nature conservation significance 
compared to the target LWS selection habitat simply because it falls on 
the certain side of a boundary. This is the case here for the bracken-
bramble habitat, and it is a similar case to the inclusion of the sports field, 
buildings etc within the Sandy Lane LNR. 
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