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FAO Anita Davis      Our ref: 11314/ZJ/20 

W. Westerman Ltd  
158 Byepass Road 
Chilwell 
Nottingham 
NG9 5HQ    By email attachment: anitad@wetsermanhomes.co.uk 
 
7th July 2020 
 
Re: Field Farm (Phase-2), Stapleford - Bird Compensation and Enhancement Measures  
 
This letter report has been prepared by EMEC Ecology for W. Westerman Ltd. It provides a 
compensation and enhancement scheme for birds, to be included within Phase 2 of the Field 
Farm development. The housing development is split into three phases; Phase 1 is now nearing 
completion on adjoining land to the west. 
 
The whole Field Farm site (including the Phase 1, Phase 2 and Phase 3 areas) were subject to 
breeding bird surveys in April and May 2015 (EMEC Ecology 20151). The survey recorded a 
total of thirty three species within the survey area and its vicinity, of which twenty seven were 
considered to be breeding. The site was therefore considered to be of ‘District Importance’ 
(Fuller 19802).   
 
The vast majority of species recorded were common woodland species which were present within 
the surrounding woodlands and hedgerows. However, five red-listed species of conservation concern 
(SCC) were recorded during the survey, three of which were considered to be breeding. The three 
breeding species were skylark (Alauda arvensis), song thrush (Turdus philomelos) and yellowhammer 
(Emberiza citrinella) while house sparrow (Passer domesticus) and starling (Sturnus vulgaris) were noted as 
non-breeders. Despite the majority of the site comprising arable land, only two farmland species 
were recorded (skylark and yellowhammer), and these were present in low numbers with five skylark 
territories recorded and a single yellowhammer territory (within the Phase-1 section of the site). 
 
An updated Preliminary Ecological Assessment (PEA) report was produced in December 2019 
(EMEC Ecology 20193) for Phase-2 of the development and it was recommended that an updated 
breeding bird survey be carried out in the spring of 2020. However, as time constraints now limit the 
possibility for this to be undertaken, a bird compensation and enhancement scheme for the 
development is now produced based on the results of the 2015 surveys and assuming that the site 
remains of ‘district importance’ for breeding birds. The scheme is based on the compensation and 
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1 EMEC Ecology 2015 Proposed Residential Development on Land at Field Farm in Stapleford, Nottinghamshire: Further 
Surveys Final Report. A report under contract to W. Westerman Ltd. 
2 Fuller R. J. 1980 A Method for Assessing the Ornithological Interest of Sites for Conservation. Biological Conservation 17: 
229-239 
3 EMEC Ecology 2019 Land at Field Farm in Stapleford, Nottinghamshire: Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA). A 
report under contract to W. Westerman Ltd. 
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enhancement recommendations provided for Phase 1 of the development, following the 2015 
surveys (see EMEC Ecology 2015). 

 
Nesting Bird Mitigation  
 
Mitigation 
 uiyuiyui 
Any vegetation clearance including tree, shrub or hedgerow removal, should be timed to avoid 
the bird breeding season. This is to avoid adverse impacts to any nests present. If it is necessary 
to carry out the vegetation clearance works during the breeding season, then a survey must be 
carried out by a qualified ecologist prior to works going ahead to ensure that no active nests will 
be affected. If active nests were found then works in the area close to the nest/s would have to 
be delayed until all chicks had fledged.  
 
NB. Results of a nesting bird survey are only valid for 24 hours and therefore the removal of the 
vegetation should follow within this timeframe if the area is shown to be free of nesting birds.  
 
In addition, due to previous records of ground nesting birds (i.e. skylark) within the arable land, 
any works on the arable land should be carried out when crops are not present on site i.e. when 
conditions are unsuitable for ground nesting skylark. Otherwise, as above, a nesting bird survey 
should be conducted to establish the presence/absence of skylark.  
 
All wild birds are protected under the WCA 1981 (as amended) and the CRoW Act 2000. This 
legislation makes it illegal, both intentionally and recklessly to kill, injure or take any wild bird; 
take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is being built or in use; take or destroy 
the eggs of any wild bird; and possess or control any wild bird or egg unless obtained legally. 
 
Breeding Bird Compensation and Enhancement  
 
Compensation 
To compensate for the loss of a small section of the plantation woodland (see EMEC Ecology 
2019 for details), it is recommended that bird nest boxes are installed along the woodland edge, 
within sections of plantation woodland which are to be retained, and on scattered trees around 
the perimeter of the site. At least twenty traditional nest boxes and ten open-fronted nest boxes 
should be installed. A variety of nest boxes are available on the NHBS website (www.nhbs.com) 
under Wildlife Equipment – Bird Boxes, however it is recommended the CedarPlus bird boxes 
(shown overleaf) are installed as the wood contains natural oils which mean that the box is long 
lasting and requires little maintenance and therefore will provide potential nesting areas for many 
years. In addition, these boxes should be installed with a metal plate around the entrance hole 
(also available from NHBS) so as to avoid damage by grey squirrels (Sciurus carolinensis). 
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The boxes should be installed facing away from the prevailing wind /rain (north through east to 
south east facing are the most favourable elevations) and the hole of the box should be facing 
slightly downwards as to prevent any rain entering the box. 
 
Enhancement 
To enhance the arable land for breeding birds, particularly farmland birds, it is recommended wide 
grassy margins should be created adjacent to the woodland edges and should be at least 3m wide 
(where they do not already exist). These should be sown with a ‘Hedgerow Meadow Seed Mix’ 
(mixture ref: N9) which is available on the Naturescape website (www.naturescape.co.uk). The 
mixture contains a diverse range of species suitable for both sun and semi-shade. This will ensure 
good results irrespective of the aspect of the woodland edge. Sowing should ideally take place in late 
summer between August and September or alternatively in the spring between March and May.  
 
As house sparrow and starling were recorded on 
site (despite not breeding), which are red-listed 
SCC, it is recommended boxes are installed to 
provide nesting habitat for these species. It is 
recommended at least six sparrow terraces (each 
made up of a minimum of three nest chambers) 
are installed in areas close to green space such as 
SUDS ponds, Boundary Brook, arable land, 
hedgerows or wooded areas all of which provide 
foraging opportunities. A minimum of three of 
the boxes shown, should be installed to create one 
terrace which should have an entrance hole of 
32mm (the ideal size for sparrows). Ideally these 
would be installed into the wall at the eaves of a number of the new dwellings or their associated 
garages as boxes with a red-brick front have been designed to blend in with the bricks used to build 
the house. Such boxes are available on the NHBS website and an example is given inset.  
 

cont./ 
  

Left; Metal plate for 
installation around the 
entrance hole. 
 
Middle; Traditional nest box. 
 
Right; Open-fronted nest 
box.  
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In addition to house sparrow boxes, it is recommended at least three starling nest boxes are installed 
on trees in the site boundaries. Like sparrows, starlings are social nesters and therefore it is 
recommended the boxes are installed close together but not necessarily the same tree. A suitable 
location for the boxes would be within a woodland edge or in trees along Boundary Brook rather 
than deep within woodland. The boxes should be installed at a suitable height where they will not be 
subject to vandalism. The entrance hole to the nest boxes should be at least 45mm and 
recommended boxes include the 3SV Schwegler Nest Box and the Vivara Pro WoodStone Starling 
Nest Box, both of which are available on the NHBS website. A summary of the recommended bird 
boxes is provided below.  
 
Table 5.1: Summary of Recommended Bird Boxes 

Nest Box Type Number Location 

Traditional 20 Retained trees and woodland edge. 

Open-fronted 10 Retained trees and woodland edge. 

Sparrow terrace 6 Ideally built into buildings’ eaves close to green space. 

Starling 3 Retained trees & woodland edge. 

 

I trust that the above is satisfactory to your requirements. If you have any queries please do not 
hesitate to contact me at EMEC Ecology.  
 
Yours sincerely 

Zoë Jackson MSc ACIEEM 
Consultant Ecologist 
EMEC Ecology 
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APPENDIX 1: FIGURES 
 
Figure 1: Proposed Site Plan 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

Terms and Conditions of Appointment  
 
Definitions  
 
Throughout this document, the consultant (EMEC Ecology) is 
defined as a professional ecologist or environmental manager, or 
any other person, acting within these areas, belonging to the 
Chartered Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management. A 
client is defined as any individual, group, body, authority, private or 
public company to whom a consultant provides professional 
services. The agreement is represented by this document and 
contains the terms of the employment and such additional clauses 
and specifications as may be deemed necessary. The project 
specification is the document detailing the works to be undertaken 
by the consultant for the client and, where appropriate, the 
methodology to be adopted.  
 
General Conditions  
 
1. Duty of Care  
As a member of the Chartered Institute of Ecology and 
Environmental Management (CIEEM), the consultant shall 
operate within the terms of the Institute’s Code of Professional 
Conduct and within the law of the country he is working in. As 
such, the consultant shall use reasonable skill and care and 
diligence in the performance of their duties and show due care and 
regard for the environment, their clients and their colleagues. 
 
2. Consultant’s Authority  
The consultant shall act on behalf of the client as an impartial 
advisor, investigator or agent in those matters defined in this 
agreement.  
 
3. Professional Standards and Conduct  
i) All members of permanent staff are members of the Chartered 
Institute of Ecology and Environmental Management. All work 
will be undertaken in accordance with the Institute’s Code of 
Professional Conduct.  
ii) To meet standard legislative and local authority requirements, 
survey reports will normally contain recommendations which will 
follow industry good practice. These will be based on the 
professional interpretation of survey results and may also include 
recommendations in relation to protected species observed on the 
site other than those for which the survey was commissioned.  
iii) No responsibility will be accepted for any repercussions arising 
from a client not carrying out recommendations in full.  
 
4. Liaison with Responsible Authorities  
It is often necessary, and beneficial to the client, for the consultant 
to discuss details of the approach to and/or results of surveys and 
other contracts with the responsible authorities (local authorities, 
Natural England etc.), particularly where planning permission or a 
protected species licence is required. This helps the consultant to 
ensure that the approach will provide precisely the information 
required by the relevant authority in order to determine an 
application, and therefore this will normally be undertaken on 
behalf of the client. Where possible this will be discussed with the 
client in advance; however, on occasion (e.g. where the authority 
has contacted us directly to clarify certain issues) such discussions 
may be undertaken without further reference to the client, unless 
expressly instructed not to do so in advance.  
 
5. Wildlife Crime  
If the consultant considers a potential wildlife crime has been 
committed, or believes a crime may be about to be committed, this 
will be brought to the client’s attention immediately. There are 
certain circumstances where the consultant will be constrained to 
notify the relevant authorities if a crime has been committed or is 
about to be committed. The consultant reserves the right to 
communicate with the relevant authorities directly at any stage 
should it be felt that this is necessary in order to report or prevent 
the commission or continued commission of a crime.  

6. Modifications and Revision to Agreement  
Any modifications to this agreement that are deemed necessary by 
either the consultant or the client should be notified to the other 
party at the earliest opportunity. Consent for modifications arising 
from unforeseen circumstances or factors should not be 
unreasonably withheld by either party.  
 
7. Dealings with and Appointment of other Consultants/Sub Consultants  
Additional consultants or sub consultants may be appointed by 
either the client directly or by the principal consultant, subject to 
the acceptance of each party.  
 
8. Liability for Other Consultants  
i) The consultant shall not be responsible for the actions and/or 
omissions of another consultant except where this is explicitly laid 
down in this agreement.  
ii) The liability for sub-consultants rests with the employing 
consultant.  
 
9. Insurance  
It shall be the duty of the consultant and client to provide evidence 
that each holds sufficient and appropriate insurance to meet their 
respective liabilities in relation to this project.  
 
10. Client Responsibilities  
i) Information from the client  
The client shall provide the consultant with such information as is 
necessary for the proper performance of the agreed service, in 
particular any copies of previous ecological surveys undertaken on 
the site and available to the client. If it is found that such 
documents, or any other pertinent information, have been withheld 
without good reason, the consultant reserves the right to terminate 
the contract without notice and to require payment for any 
expenses incurred.  
ii) Representative of client  
The client, if a company or other group of persons, shall be 
required by the consultant to nominate one specific representative 
for the duration of the project.  
 
11. Copyright  
Copyright on all documents including survey information, text, 
photographs, drawings and other illustrations prepared by the 
consultant shall, unless otherwise agreed, remain the property of 
the consultant. The client shall be entitled to use documents 
prepared by the consultant in the execution of this agreement 
provided that:  
i) all fees due to the consultant at that stage have been paid;  
ii) the use relates only to the project or part of the project for 
which the material was prepared; and  
iii) the consultant shall not be liable for the use of the documents 
described in this clause for purposes other than those for which 
they were prepared and provided. 
 
12. Scientific Data  
Scientific data collected during the course of the contract will be 
made available to appropriate biodiversity records centres (as per 
the CIEEM Code of Professional Conduct Clause 5.8) in order to 
better inform future ecological surveys. If a client has any objection 
to this they must inform the consultant in advance in writing.  
 
13. Acceptance of Terms and Conditions  
No work will be booked into the consultant’s programme nor 
undertaken until the quoted costs and all terms and conditions 
have been accepted in writing.  
 
14. Delays and Cancellations  
If agreed work dates have to be altered as a result of delays caused 
by the weather, or by availability of access permissions, or by safety 
issues, or by any other circumstances outside the consultant’s 
control, the next available date will be programmed, taking into 
account pre-existing bookings. The consultant makes no guarantee 
that revised work dates can be arranged to meet the original 



 

 

deadlines. Any cancellations resulting from such delays will be 
subject to an appropriate charge. Work that is curtailed by a client 
or for other reasons beyond the consultant’s control part way 
through a pre-booked day (e.g. supervisory works) or cancelled at 
less than 24 hours notice will be charged the full daily rate.  
 
15. Modification of Project  
If either party to this agreement considers modifications to the 
project to be necessary, full details must be provided in writing. If 
agreement for appropriate modifications cannot be reached within 
30 days, dispute procedures may be implemented (see Clause 19).  
 
16. Termination by the Client: Grounds  
The length of notice for the termination or suspension of all or 
part of this agreement shall be 10 days. If, after 30 days following 
notification of suspension of this agreement, the consultant has not 
received instructions from the client, the consultant shall make a 
final, written application for instructions. In the event of no 
instructions being received by the consultant within a further 30 
days of the final application, this agreement shall be deemed to 
have terminated. Any costs already incurred by the consultant (e.g. 
biological data purchase) shall be payable to the consultant.  
 
17. Termination by the Consultant: Grounds  
The length of notice for the termination of all or part of this 
agreement by the consultant shall be 10 days. The consultant shall 
give full details of reasons leading to the termination and a suitable 
course of action for the closure of the project shall be agreed in 
writing.  
 
18. Death or Incapacity  
In the event of death or serious incapacity of a sole practitioner or 
specialist preventing the continuation of this agreement, it shall be 
deemed to have terminated. As soon as all outstanding fees have 
been paid, the client shall be entitled to use all data prepared on the 
project subject to the provisions of Clause 11.  
 
19. Settlement of Disputes  
i) By agreement  
Differences or disputes arising out of the appointment in relation 
to professional, ethical or any other matter may be settled by 
agreement between the parties.  
ii) By mediation  
If agreement cannot be reached, the client or consultant is free to 
invite a third party to act as mediator.  
iii) By arbitration  
Any difference or dispute arising out of the appointment which 
cannot be resolved in accordance with either Clause 19i or 19ii 
shall be referred to arbitration by a person agreed between the 
parties. If agreement cannot be reached after 14 days, the matter 
shall be referred by either party to the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators for the appointment of an arbitrator.  
 
20. Governing Laws  
The application of this agreement shall be governed by the laws of 
the country in which the agreement is implemented. The client and 
consultant shall comply with all relevant legislation. The laws of 
England/Wales are applicable and court action will be in 
England/Wales.   
 
21. Limitation  
No actions or proceedings for any breach of this agreement shall 
be commenced against the consultant after the expiry of 6 years 
from the date of the relevant report.  
 
Site Work  
 
22. Resident Consultants  
Where a requirement for frequent or constant professional 
supervision is agreed, a resident professional shall be appointed on 

a full or part-time basis by the consultant under specific terms of 
appointment and remuneration.  
23. Site Safety  
Surveys will be undertaken on the basis that the site is in a safe 
condition. If at any time the consultant’s surveyors feel it is unsafe 
to proceed, work will be terminated until the site can be made safe.  
 
24. Risk Assessment  
All work will be subject to risk assessment. If a client knows of any 
particular risk associated with a site (e.g. asbestos is present), then 
it is their duty to inform the consultant. 
 
25. Welfare  
Where a continued presence on site is required (e.g. supervision of 
roof removal, installation of fencing etc.), adequate toilet and hand-
washing facilities must be provided or made available. 
 
26. Access Permission  
We will require full access permission to be arranged. No site 
survey will commence until all such permissions are confirmed.  
 
27. Bat Surveys  
For bat surveys, access is required to all loft spaces and other areas 
as detailed in the quote. If access is not possible to all areas, the 
assessment may be incomplete and the local authority may require 
further surveys to be undertaken. If the consultant has to visit the 
site a second time because full access was not available on the first 
visit, an additional charge will be made.  
 
Remuneration  
 
28. Costs  
i) The quoted costs do not include VAT, which will be charged at 
the standard rate.  
ii) Costs are valid for 30 days from the date of the quotation and 
include one paper copy of the final report if required; additional 
paper copies will be charged at cost.  
iii) Any additional meetings or other work that may be required will 
be charged at the consultant’s standard daily rate as indicated in the 
quote.  
iv) Unless otherwise stated, travel to and from site is included in 
the time allocation quoted.  
v) Rates are normally reviewed annually. Revised rates may 
therefore apply to work that has been quoted for within or leading 
up to a given survey season but is not undertaken within that 
survey season, unless agreed otherwise.  
vi) Costs are based on the understanding that appropriate base 
maps, in suitable electronic format, will be supplied free of charge, 
together with any copyright permissions (e.g. OS licence numbers) 
needed for their use. If the necessary basemaps are not supplied, 
these will be purchased and the purchase price will be passed on to 
the client at cost.  
 
29. Payment Terms  
i) Unless otherwise agreed, payment is due within 30 days of the 
date of invoice. Project-specific payment terms may be outlined 
further within the tender documentation.  
ii) If the total fee (including expenses) exceeds £10,000 or if the 
project is expected to last for more than six months, staged 
payments shall be agreed between the consultant and the client in 
advance.  
iii) The consultant will exercise their statutory right to claim 
interest and compensation for debt recovery costs under the late 
payment legislation if they are not paid according to agreed terms. 
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