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Response to NWT email 23/8/2019 10:38 from Ben Driver 

“We understand the GIS forms part of the LPP2. As the brook is mapped as a green corridor, it 

should be considered part of the local ecological network. The Ministry of Housing Communities and 

Local Government (MHCLG) published the revised natural environment national planning practice 

guidance (NPPG)  recently, which can be found at: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/natural-

environment. The section ‘How can planning authorities plan for biodiversity and geodiversity?’, 

recognises the opportunities that individual development proposals may provide to conserve and 

enhance biodiversity and contribute to habitat connectivity in the wider area. This is not achieved in 

this case and it is clear that the wildlife corridor is being encroached up by the construction of a large 

gabion wall.” 

We are not constructing a wall but a bank reinforced by gabions with a 30cm top soil substrate 

within. The land is currently back garden land but there is the possibility it could be changed without 

permission to manicured lawn. The bank is designed at a steep gradient because it will stop 

residents incorporating the space into their residential back gardens in this way which was a concern 

highlighted by NWT. A hedge has also been added to provide a definitive boundary to the proposed 

gardens and prevent residents from mowing or building upon the bank. The retention of the hedge 

will be protected by legal covenant on the sale of the houses. These arrangements will therefore 

maintain and preserve the wildlife corridor as it currently exists. 

The function of the wildlife corridor as a route for wildlife to move along will be unaffected by the 

building of the bank. The bank and the brook itself will allow for unrestricted movement for a variety 

of species.  

The submitted ecology report and survey concur that the building of the bank would have a 

negligible impact upon the ecology of the stream. There were no notable species discovered during 

the survey and the habitats considered relatively common. These conditions can be replicated within 

the site with the use of ecology enhancements. 

We would also add the following items as per the recommendations of the ecological report and the 

discussions with NWT, these would include but not be limited to  

 Adding holes in fencing to allow movement of Hedgehogs. 

 Add open compost heap containers in the corner of the gardens to support hedgehogs.  

 Bird and bat boxes have been added to the properties. 

 In the construction of the gabion wall we would propose to build a badger set.  

 Empty spaces can be provided within gabion baskets to allow for smaller habitats 

 Plant species with ecological benefits can be planted along the bank  

The above measures would provide mitigation measures which benefit local wildlife.  

“As stated previously, the loss of mature trees is of particular concern. In my initial response I noted 

the importance of maintaining continuation of cover and retaining the vegetation structure. The 

existing corridor comprises ground flora, shrubs and mature trees.”  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/natural-environment
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/natural-environment
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The site was attended on the 4th of March 2019 by the Broxtowe Tree Officer Phil Wood & planning 

officer Fiona Grocock, the Broxtowe Tree Officer recommended that trees T7, T8 & T9 were 

removed as soon the nesting season has finished due to them being unsafe.  

We have reduced the length of the gabion bank so it stops at the end of plot 5 so the Oak of T19 can 

be retained. In addition we also believe that T11, T12 and T13 can also be retained. 

For the above reasons we therefore don’t believe that the trees are an issue. At the time of NWT’s 

site visit the weather conditions were very poor and with the area being overgrown they were not 

able to see the condition of the trees. We would have removed the trees T7, T8 & T9 already had it 

not been the bird nesting season. 

New trees and flora and shrubs will be provided to further enhance the vegetation in the area of the 

bank. 

“From the plans, I am still unclear about how far the gabion bank is proposed to be set back from the 

brook (is it 2 or 3m –both are shown on the plan?) and the length of it is also unclear. Once again 

we’d like to query how steep / high it would be. If too steep/ near vertical it will not function as a 

movement corridor for badgers etc. The addition of steps at regular intervals would also lead to 

increased disturbance of the wildlife corridor.” 

The bottom edge of the gabion bank is set back from the brook between 2m sloping back to around 

3 meters. 

Following the concern of NWT the length of the gabion bank has been significantly reduced to 90 

meters. It now only covers 69% of the boundary adjacent to the brook. Steps were added to provide 

access for any maintenance that may be required to the trees but if NWT would prefer they could be 

removed. 

The gabion bank does not start at the edges of the site to allow mammals to travel to the brook. 

“If trees were to be planted, this would not replace mature habitats lost and we assume any planted 

tree would they be in the 2m river’s edge zone, which would be closer to the watercourse than the 

existing trees. The trees may struggle to establish, especially if overhung by a large, steep gabion 

wall.“ 

We are not proposing a gabion wall. The gabion bank is shown on the site sections at an 

approximate gradient of 58 degree’s. It is therefore not possible for the trees to be overhung by it. 

We would suggest that the planting of the tree’s could be covered by condition to allow them to be 

installed a period before the houses are constructed. 

“In conclusion, we still have serious concerns about the impact of the proposal and wish to highlight 

that an alternative layout could be achieved, which would be less damaging to the Totle Brook 

corridor.“ 
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In conclusion The email from NWT highlights the “green corridor” however this is the only section of 

the bank which has not been built on, this scheme will make sure the area isn’t incorporated into the 

gardens of the properties, and will stay as a wildlife corridor.  

The properties have already been moved further away from the brook following negotiations with 

the planners. Moving them further away or removing the bank would seriously affect the sites 

viability. Unfortunately, the land is in the most expensive part of Broxtowe, we would offer to make 

a £20,000 contribution to NWT to improving Wildlife habitat within the borough. This could be 

covered by a planning condition and become payable upon habitation of the 3rd property. 

The gabion bank allows the level change across the site to be reduced which gives the following 

benefits -  

 Levels the site to those of the adjacent Appledore Avenue 

 Allows for the access road to be adopted 

 Allows for residents to have their rubbish collected from outside their houses 

 Reduces gradients for those with disabilities or less mobile 

 Allows all but a small number of properties to directly discharge into the Middleton 

Crescent sewer  

 Improve the viability of the scheme which will make it more likely to be built 

There are many examples on either side of the site where people have concreted over the boundary 

to the brook, this scheme will stop that happening. (examples of the neighbouring “wildlife corridor” 

area are shown in the appendix)  

Robert Bailey 

Director 
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Appendix of construction nearby in the “wildlife corridor” 

 

57 Wollaton Vale     159 Appledore Avenue 
 
33 Wollaton Vale    163 Appledore Avenue 
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43 Wollaton Vale     Culvert where Totle brook goes under Wolaton Vale 
 

 


