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CHAPTER 3: STRUCTURE AND METHODOLOGY 

3.1 The structure of this Environmental Statement complies with the EIA Regulations and 

relevant Good Practice Guides.  This Statement is a culmination of an extensive 

assessment process during which wider environmental and other factors relevant to 

the creation of a high quality mixed use development have been considered.  This 

includes discussions at the design stage, not only with the planning and highways 

departments of the Council but also other relevant parties such as the Environment 

Agency, Water Board and Natural England.  These discussions have culminated in 

the scheme the subject of this assessment.  

 

3.2 In accordance with the EIA Regulations and Good Practice Guides, each of the topic 

areas identified within the Introduction Chapter to this Statement are dealt with in a 

consistent fashion, where applicable, with this including:  

 

 A description of the methodology. 

 The identification of existing conditions. 

 Highlighting of potential impacts arising from the proposed development (during 

and after construction). 

 Exploration of the scope for remediation and mitigation of potentially adverse 

impacts and explaining how these have been incorporated into the development 

proposals. 

 The setting out a monitoring programme, where necessary. 

 Discussion of any alternatives considered, including any input that the topic area 

had into a design process. 

 The identification of any weaknesses in the assessment made. 

 The drawing of conclusions on the topics. 

 

3.3 Table 3.1 attached to the end of this Chapter, summarises the potential 

environmental effects for each topic, and the baseline studies undertaken to assess 

these.  These findings are reported on a topic by topic basis, with an assessment of 

their significance and the need for, and the likely success of, any mitigation.  Related 

Technical Papers are bound separately in those cases where a significant amount of 
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substantive information and/or analysis is required.   

 

3.4 The effects of the proposed development on each topic area are reported before and 

after any proposed mitigation with, where applicable, reference to the following 

qualitative criteria:  

 

 The geographical importance of potential impacts (local to international levels).  

 The likely significance (slight, moderate, major). 

 The likely impact (beneficial, neutral, adverse). 

 The nature of the impact (short term, medium term, long term, reversal, 

irreversible). 

 

3.5 This approach allows the cumulative effect of the development to be assessed, as set 

out in the final Chapter of this Statement. 

 


