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01.10.2019 
 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
RE: Japanese knotweed – 11683 – Bramcote Unity Park, Off Sandy Lane, Bramcote, 
Nottingham. 
 
We have been requested to report on the implications of herbicide treating the vast extent 
of Japanese knotweed on the above site.  
 
Within this document we outline; who Environet are and our experience of treating and 
removing Japanese knotweed and other invasive species. Why we’ve been asked to create 
this document. Identify the severity of Japanese knotweed within the outlined Park proposal 
and the implications of leaving the knotweed to continue to grow and consequences of 
herbicide treating the extensive stands.  
 
Environet 
 
Environet is one of the UK’s leading specialist in Japanese knotweed removal from residential 
and commercial property. Established in 1996, we have a proven track record in safely and 
efficiently dealing with Japanese knotweed and other invasive species.  
Our vision is simply to be “the best” in the Japanese knotweed removal market. That means 
pin-pointing our customers’ needs and fine-tuning our offerings to build on our reputation as 
“no.1 dependable knotweed professionals who don’t let their customers down”. Our 
continued growth and success is thanks to the passion of our highly motivated, 
knowledgeable and efficient team in delivering solutions with real-value to solve our 
customers’ knotweed problems.    
 
One of the most common obstacles with Japanese knotweed is the apparent need to consign 
all waste off site to landfill through an approach called Dig & Dump. In 2008 Environet 
designed and developed the Xtract™ machine enabling us to remove Japanese knotweed 
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Since our initial inspection regular communications have been made between both parties as 
to the progress of the planning application and any queries raised about Japanese knotweed 
from involved parties. Based on recent discussions and video evidence (Sept 2019) the extent 
of Japanese knotweed has now far exceeded our initial findings. It has been mentioned that 
using herbicide to control the knotweed is currently favoured by some parties. We’ve been 
asked to provide, based on our experience of applying herbicide to similar sized areas, an 
opinion as to the impact this would have on the woodland. 
 
Severity of Japanese knotweed within the Park 
 
Based on our initial findings, found within our 11683 Proposal, a visible area of 3,300m2 has 
been identified as containing Japanese knotweed. Following recent video evidence showing 
a blanket covering of Japanese knotweed across the woodland floor this area can be easily 
increased by a further 1,500m2 (totalling >4,800m2). GPS mapping will be completed shortly 
detailing the full extent.  
 
From visible evidence found in February 2019 to the recent video evidence (September 2019) 
the area of knotweed has spread laterally by at least 2m. This spread has now placed visible 
knotweed within 4m of breaching into Sandy Lane Nature Reserve and privately-owned 
properties. Our knowledge of the plant would predict that the rhizome system is currently 
within 1000mm of both adjoining lands and we’d expect encroachment to occur within the 
next year or two. Even with the recommended mechanical approach, permission to gain 
access to the adjoining land could well be needed should be find rhizome already extending 
across boundary lines. Growth is visible across pathways within the woodland that act as an 
unlawful access corridor from east to west and vice versa. A previously unidentified stand has 
been found within bracken and bramble close to the gardens along Wadhurst Grove. This area 
has now formed a north to south corridor of knotweed, along with the already mentioned 
east to west extent means that this entire area is affected and small areas which aren’t are 
likely to be colonised within a matter of years. Visual evidence can be provided upon request. 
 
It is safe to say that the Japanese knotweed is now the number one species within the area, 
either native or non-native and has engulfed the woodland floor.  
 
This is by far the largest area of Japanese knotweed we’ve surveyed during our 23-year history 
within the East Midlands.  
 
Implications  
 
Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 
Japanese knotweed is listed in Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and is 
subject to Section 14 of this Act. It is an offence to plant or cause this species to grow in the 
wild. This means that actions which cause the spread of Japanese knotweed, eg strimming, 
flailing or dumping contaminated material, may constitute an offence. 
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There are several implications in leaving the knotweed to continue to grow in-situ or through 
controlling the plant with herbicide, these include; 
 
Herbicide 
It is government policy to keep herbicide use to the lowest possible level whilst weeds such 
as knotweed are effectively controlled in a way which protects the health of people, plants 
and creatures and the environment.  
 
The most common chemical used in the war against Japanese knotweed is Glyphosate, found 
in products such as RoundUp. In recent years several scientific studies have raised concerns 
above Glyphosate’s safety towards people and the environment.  Ongoing concerns have 
meant that the EU restricted the licence period of selling and using Glyphosate to just 5 years 
(renewed licence in 2018).  
 
In respect to the subject site, an expanse of knotweed that large is likely to need an herbicide 
treatment programme far longer than 5 years, more likely 10. This currently isn’t possible 
based on the licence period. Any herbicide applied should therefore only be seen as a control 
approach and not a way to kill the plant off.  
 
Biosecurity 
Unlawful access to the site as it currently stands allows for members of the public to walk 
through these large knotweed stands. This is without doubt causing a spread of Japanese 
knotweed vegetation and likely establishment along the footpaths in all directions. Video 
evidence shows human interaction and damage to the knotweed. Any damage to the 
knotweed vegetation (whether purposeful or not) will increase the spread of rhizome below 
ground as the plant combats the damage caused above ground.  
 
Access will need to be restricted/blocked for at least 5 years (based on the current EU 
Glyphosate licence) but more than likely 10 years to allow for any herbicide programme to be 
as effective as possible and the prevent any harm to people and pets accessing the area during 
or immediately after spraying has taken place.  
 
Current wire fencing should be repaired immediately to block public access and prevent any 
further damage/spread of current healthy knotweed growth.  
 
Loss of biodiversity 
Japanese knotweeds rapid growth outcompetes native species and results in a loss of 
biodiversity. This specific woodland is known for it’s Bluebells but with a blanket covering of 
Japanese knotweed and the increased height of the plant compared to that of Bluebells and 
other native perennial plants means it will easily outcompete.  
 






