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08.10.2019 
 
 
 
To whom it may concern, 
 
RE: Japanese knotweed – 11683 – Bramcote Unity Park, Off Sandy Lane, Bramcote, 
Nottingham. 
 
We have been asked by our client to further clarify on our letter dated 01.10.2019 as to how 
the Japanese knotweed is linked to the ecology of the area and where are client stands 
regarding any current or future legal duties in leaving or remediating the knotweed.  
 
Ecology 
 
Indisputably the UK’s No. 1 most invasive species as stated by the Environment Agency.  
 
We believe that when assessing the ecology of any site, it is essential that the most dominant 
species are taken into account and reported upon. We work closely with a number of ecology 
firms in providing guidance to identify Japanese knotweed, the impact the plant species has 
on the ecosystem and how best to treat/remove it in order to restore the environment back 
to its former glory.  
 
Without a question of doubt, Japanese knotweed is the main species let alone main non-
native invasive species covering the woodland floor within the land proposed for Bramcote 
Unity Park. You can not possibly assess the ecology of the land without reporting on the 
identification and extent of such species and thus recommend on how best to deal with it. It 
is also noted as having negative impacts* including: 
 

• Loss of Biodiversity 
 

Note* Code of Practice : Management of Japanese Knotweed [Property Care Association April 2018 replacing ‘the Knotweed code of practice’ 
(v3 2013) withdrawn by the Environment Agency 11.07.16] 
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• Economic Loss, primarily associated with control costs 

• Aesthetic damage to gardens & landscaping 

• Loss of amenity and recreational space 

• Adverse publicity for landowners 

• Impeding & preventing property/land use 

• Loss of quiet enjoyment (as per common law) 

• Potential neighbour disputes and associated costs 
 
At present the area of Japanese knotweed covers approx. 4900m2 (0.49ha/1.24acres) and will 
cost several hundred thousand pounds (approx. £450,000) to eradicate, but if left untouched 
will within a matter of years not decades consume the entire woodland floor and outcompete 
all native species.  
 
With the absence of controlling organisms (such as bacteria, fungi and invertebrates) and 
climate, JK has the ability to occupy a large amount of space in invaded habitats. The plant 
has been able to cause significant damage to native ecosystems, including competitive 
displacement of native vegetation and associated flora & fauna, increasing the risk of soil 
erosion and exacerbating flooding through the impediment of water flow by its dense stands. 
 
Using aerial photography available to the general public the extent of knotweed has clearly 
increased dramatically over the last 15 years based on the imagery below (Figure 1 & 2). Small 
separate stands have now amalgamated into one vast stand. Please note the highlighted 
markers below only show what can be easily seen via the photography. The highlighted area 
within the most recent image already extends further North into the woodland and network 
of paths.  
 
With a continued spread at this rate we’d expect the Park to be covered North to South within 
the next 3-5 years. It will consume the area and make any attempts to remediate impossible 
through the use of either chemical or physical excavation. Any opportunity to make use of the 
land will be lost.   
 
We believe, as discussed in our previous letter, that physical excavation is by far the lesser of 
the two evils compared to chemical application. Huge quantities of chemical being applied 
over a extensive period of time will be devasting to the ecosystem.  
 
‘Environmental and health effects of the herbicide glyphosate’ written by Van Bruggen, A.H.C. 
et al states - Concerns have increased worldwide about the potential wide ranging direct and 
indirect health effects of the large-scale use of glyphosate. In 2015, the World Health 
Organization reclassified glyphosate as probably carcinogenic to humans. A detailed overview 
is given of the scientific literature on the movement and residues of glyphosate and its 
breakdown product aminomethyl phosphonic acid (AMPA) in soil and water, their toxicity to 
macro- and microorganisms, their effects on microbial compositions and potential indirect 
effects on plant, animal and human health. Although the acute toxic effects of glyphosate and 
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AMPA on mammals are low, there is further data raising the possibility of health effects 
associated with chronic, ultra-low doses related to accumulation of these compounds in the 
environment. Intensive glyphosate use has led to the selection of glyphosate-resistant weeds 
and microorganisms. Shifts in microbial compositions due to selective pressure by glyphosate 
may have contributed to the proliferation of plant and animal pathogens. 
 
A mechanical approach will still most certainly have a short-term impact on the ecosystem 
through ground disturbance. However, once the invasive species is removed, the land can be 
re-engineered, restoring the native ecosystem as a leading aim and biodiversity benefit & 
enhancement.   
 

 
Figure 1. July 2004 – Small areas highlighted by arrows 
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Figure 2. Dec 2016 

 
Legal Duties 
 
Japanese knotweed can grow on property and, unless required to do so under a Community 
Protection Notice, there is no requirement to take any action to deal with it. There are no 
regulations forcing the landowner to take steps to eradicate the plant.  
 
You would be breaking the law however if you: 
 

a. Caused the Japanese knotweed on your property to spread into the wild. This would 
contravene the Wildlife & Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). This could include 
allowing the plant to spread from your property into the neighbouring land by its 
rhizomes extending underground into the adjacent land. It is accepted that the 
distance Japanese Knotweed can spread underground is a maximum of 7m as stated 
by the Environment Agency and Property Care Association. 

b. Dug up or cut down and then removing the plant from your property. In so doing, the 
material becomes classed as a waste and would need to be taken to a licensed landfill 
site with the facilities to deal with it. If you disposed of it elsewhere, you would have 
contravened the Environmental Protection Act 1990. 

 
Local councils and the police have the power to issue Community Protection Notices against 
“individuals who are acting unreasonably and who persistently or continually act in a way that 
has a detrimental effect on the quality of life of those in the locality” including for invasive 
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non-native species like Japanese knotweed. “This means if an individual or organisation is not 
controlling Japanese knotweed or other invasive plants and could be reasonably be expected 
to do so, the notice could be used after a mandatory written warning has been served 
beforehand to get them to stop the anti-social behaviour”. 
 
A notice could require an individual or organisation to make reasonable efforts to make good 
the problems arising as a result of Japanese knotweed within a specified period of time and/or 
a requirement to take reasonable steps to prevent future occurrence of the problem. Breach 
of any requirement of a Community Protection Notice, without reasonable excuse, would be 
a criminal offence, subject to a fixed penalty notice (which attracts a penalty of £100) or 
prosecution. On summary conviction, an individual would be liable to a level 4 fine. An 
organisation, such as a company, is liable to a fine not exceeding £20,000. 
 
When using herbicide, it is the responsibility of the operator to ensure that all appropriate 
legislation is followed and that their training is commensurate with their duties. 
 
Herbicide must be used only in accordance with the directions on the product label and with 
all relevant legislation. There may be further permitted uses i.e. Extensions of Authorisations 
or Specific Off-Label Authorisations information on which can be obtained from the Chemical 
Safety Directorate. These are typically minor uses for commercial growers and will likely only 
apply to very specific situations and circumstances. The user assumes the risk to persons or 
property that arises from any such use of the herbicide product. 
 
Any person involved in the professional application of herbicides should possess the 
appropriate pesticides certificate of competence for the safe use of herbicide and hand-held 
herbicide applicators, e.g. NPTC Level 2 award in the safe use of pesticides PA1 and PA6 in 
England, Wales and Scotland. The list of accepted/compulsory accreditation will change in 
line with European Communities Plant Protection Products (Sustainable Use) Regulations 
2012. 
 
In England, for all herbicide applications near waterbodies (i.e. within 1 metre of the bank top 
when using a knapsack sprayer), there is a requirement to obtain written approval from the 
Environment Agency and only products approved for use in or near water can be used. The 
AqHerb01 application form should be sent to the Environment Agency, who can then assess 
whether there is any risk to drinking water supplies, water for spray irrigation, or wildlife. The 
process of approval takes approximately 2-4 weeks. Only some herbicides are approved for 
use in or near water, e.g. certain glyphosate formulations. 
 
Due to the predicted treatment timeframe, herbicide licence expiry dates and unique 
neighbouring land we would take the extra step of alerting the Environment Agency to any 
herbicide applied as an additional level of responsibility (even though no legal duty is in place). 
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To summarise, Japanese knotweed is by far the most dominant species within the Park and is 
having a detrimental effect and significant impact on the ecosystem and will continue to do 
whilst spreading in all directions until steps are taken to physically remediate/eradicate.  
 
Should any further queries be raised following this document please don’t hesitate to contact 
me directly.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mathew Day 
Regional Director 
Environet UK Ltd 


