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Date:  21/06/2019 

 

Dear Fiona 

 

SITE AT 7A TO 13 MIDDLETON CRESCENT – PLANNING REFERENCE 18/00377/FUL 

 

RE: 18/00377/FUL CONSTRUCT 14 HOUSES, GARAGES AND ASSOCIATED ACCESS ROAD 

FOLLOWING DEMOLITION OF DWELLING LAND TO THE REAR OF 13 MIDDLETON CRESCENT, 

BEESTON, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 

 

I am writing in response to the objection made by Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust, regarding the 

above site. This letter should be read in conjunction with the submitted Flood Risk Assessment 

(ref: MCB-BWB-ZZ-XX-RP-YE-0001_FRA), the latest Site Plan drawing (3390 01Z) and Site Sections 

drawing (3390 09H).  

 

Please see below our response and evidence base behind the provided reasons for objection.  

 

You will note from the latest proposals, that the gabion wall is to be formed by a Maccaferri 

Green Terramesh® retaining system. This provides a dual function of providing a reinforced 

slope, but also to provide a vegetated face. This will be planted with suitable native vegetation 

as specified by the ecologist. Details of the vegetated gabion system is shown on the revised 

drawing 3390 09H. 

 

The gabion system is also to be set back from the main channel, above the typical water level 

to allow a natural plateau adjacent to the watercourse to support emergent species and 

tracks/runs for wildlife to be utilised. 

 

Existing trees will be retained wherever construction will allow, but the proposals also include 

for a mix of trees to be replanted along the bank every 3-4 metres. The Planning Committee 

report also summarises that ‘Due to the condition of the trees along the north of the site on 

Tottle Brook, these will be removed and replaced with a mixture of trees as advised by the Tree 

officer in order to provide a level of screening for the proposed houses’. It is therefore 

considered that the arrangements for trees will remain in compliance with the necessary 

criteria. In addition the report states ‘A landscaping condition would provide control over the 

specification of future trees.’
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This will ensure an effective landscaped and vegetated wildlife corridor along the length of the 

watercourse through the site complementing the existing surrounds. The addition of a 

hedgerow at the top of the bank will ensure the corridor is clearly defined with the reinforced 

slope ensuring no further encroachment of development. 

 

The Environment Agency are a statutory consultee as the Tottle Brook is considered a Main 

River in this reach. They have responded to the application and confirmed that minor 

development, including the proposed gabion baskets, patios and fencing, can be 

incorporated within the typical 8m standoff from the top of bank. The formal approval letter 

from the EA is included for reference as Annex A. The EA state their reasoning is due to the 

current topography and limited access afforded, acknowledging the development proposals 

will generally improve accessibility to the watercourse. 

 

An Environmental Permit will be required for the works within 8m of the Tottle Brook, and the 

Environment Agency have confirmed the permit application must have regard for the Water 

Framework Directive, although the waterbody itself is not a classified water body. The site falls 

within the ‘Trent from Soar to The Beck’ water body (ID: GB104028053110) and therefore the 

classifications and mitigation measures may not be relevant to the Tottle Brook. The completed 

WFD Compliance Assessment must demonstrate how the proposals complement the overall 

objectives of the River Basin Management Plan and will not cause deterioration in the quality 

elements, related the ecology and hydromorphology. 

 

The redevelopment of these sites affords the opportunity to maintenance works to be carried 

out on this stretch of watercourse. Whilst there is currently good vegetation coverage, the 

presence of brambles and other scrub may overwhelm the area in a relatively short period, 

reducing the quality and diversity of the habitat, already referenced by the planning 

committee with respect of the poor condition of some trees. The introduction of new, carefully 

selected native planting should contribute to an overall improvement in the quality of habitat 

through the river corridor. 

 

The existing condition of the Tottle Brook bank has been observed at neighbouring properties 

(as per photographs included for reference as Annex B). The offset from the typical water line 

in front of the gabion wall system provides a standoff distance greater than in many areas, and 

the inclusion of a retaining system itself will secure a wider standoff from the watercourse as 

structures such as fences, sheds etc. could not be sited on the slope. 

 

I trust this letter provides sufficient information and clarification to demonstrate the overall 

benefits to biodiversity along the watercourse corridor the development brings to remove the 

outstanding objection from Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust. Should there be any further 

information required, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  

 

Yours sincerely  

Robert Ward 

Associate – BWB Consulting  
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Annex A: Environment Agency Response 

  



Environment Agency 

Trent Side North, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 5FA. 
Customer services line: 03708 506 506 
www.gov.uk/environment-agency 

Cont/d.. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Broxtowe Borough Council 
Development Control 
Town Hall Foster Avenue 
Beeston 
Nottingham 
NG9 1AB 
 

 
 
Our ref: LT/2018/123513/04-L01 
Your ref: 18/00377 
 
Date:  17 May 2019 
 
 

 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Erection of fourteen dwelling houses including one replacement dwelling, 
garages and associated access road 
Land at Middleton Crescent, Beeston       
 
Thank you for re-consulting us on the application above, with a revised Flood Risk 
Assessment (FRA). We would like to take this opportunity to provide the following 
updated response, which supersedes our previous responses and acts as our final 
stance on the application. 
 
Environment Agency position 
We have no objection to the proposal as submitted subject to the following mitigation 
measures being secured and implemented by way of planning conditions on any 
subsequent planning permission. 
 
Condition 1 
The development shall be carried out in accordance with the submitted flood risk 
assessment (dated 30 April 2019) and the mitigation measure detailed within. 
 
These mitigation measures shall be fully implemented prior to occupation and 
subsequently in accordance with the scheme’s timing/phasing arrangements. The 
measures detailed above shall be retained and maintained thereafter throughout the 
lifetime of the development. 
 
Reason 1 
To reduce the risk of flooding to the proposed development and its future users. 
 
Condition 2 
No development or site clearance shall commence until a landscaping 
scheme has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning 
Authority. The landscaping scheme shall include, as a minimum: 
 
(a) numbers, types, sizes and positions of proposed trees and shrubs and 
existing trees to be retained; 

http://www.gov.uk/environment-agency
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(b) a detailed plan which demonstrates the proposed tree planting will not 
prevent sufficient access to the Tottle Brook watercourse. 
 
The landscaping scheme shall be carried out in accordance with the 
approved timetable.  
 
Reason 2 
To ensure that maintenance access to Tottle Brook, designated a Main River, is not 
impacted as a result of the proposed development. 
  
Informative advice - flood risk: 
The ‘Tottle Brook’ is designated a Main River. We typically request that an 8 metre 
easement free of development should be provided when development is proposed 
adjacent to a Main River, and we note the FRA’s intention to provide this. However, in 
this particular instance, we have agreed that minor development (gabion baskets, patios 
and fencing) can be incorporated within this easement, but only in strict accordance with 
the supporting drawings. We have taken this stance as a result of site specific matters 
such as the current topography of the site, and the situation in terms of current access 
to the watercourse.  
 
Informative advice – Environmental Permit: 
We have not commented on the specific details of the gabion baskets in response to 
this planning application as those matters will be considered under separate legislation, 
i.e. the environmental permitting regulations. These regulations require the applicant to 
apply for an Envionmental Permit for any works within 8m of the watercourse, and we 
therefore recommend that they contact us as soon as possible to begin discussions on 
this matter. Please note the environmental permitting system is completely independent 
of the planning system, and the granting of planning permission does not guarantee that 
a permit will be granted.  
 
Informative advice – Water Framework Directive (WFD): 
We have already stated above that any works within 8m of the Tottle Brook will require 
an environmental permit. When the applicant applies for their permit we will consider the 
proposals against both flood risk matters, and biodiversity matters.  
 
Like other public bodies, Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) must also “have regard to 
the River Basin Management Plan (RBMP) and any supplementary plans in exercising 
their functions”. This means that LPAs need to reflect RBMP information on the 
determination of individual planning applications where applicable. We would like to 
take this opportunity to highlight that if this watercourse were a WFD monitored 
watercourse, we would object until an adequate WFD assessment had been supplied. 
However, as it is not a monitored watercourse, responsibility for ensuring compliance 
with WFD requirements ultimately sits with the applicant and LPA. 
 
We would also like to take this opportunity to highlight to the LPA that the proposal 
includes the removal of some bankside habitat to accommodate new physical structures 
(gabion baskets) to protect the river banks. This removal of riparian habitat may reduce 
the current quantity, and change the variability, of flow in the Tottle Brook. In turn, this 
hydrological change may also impact upon the current quantity and quality of physical 
habitat by affecting hydromorphology quality elements. These ultimately support the 
biological elements of fish, macroinvertebrates and macrophytes, that together 
determine the ecological and overall status of a watercourse. As a result of these 
factors, it’s likely that we will request a WFD assessment as part of the environmental 
permitting application. In determining the application we will assess compliance with the 
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Humber RBMP. We will also consider how the development will affect water biodiversity 
and the wetland environment. We strongly recommend that the applicant consults the 
Environment Agency on the scope of the WFD assessment as soon as possible, to 
ensure that our requirements are met. This may prevent any future requests for further 
information. External guidance on WFD assessments can be found at 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-framework-directive-how-to-assess-
the-risk-of-your-activity. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Mr Rob Millbank 
Planning Specialist 
 
Direct dial 02030 255036 
Direct e-mail rob.millbank@environment-agency.gov.uk 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-framework-directive-how-to-assess-the-risk-of-your-activity
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/water-framework-directive-how-to-assess-the-risk-of-your-activity
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Annex B: Tottle Brook Photographs 
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