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Maxine Millard 

Influence Landscape Planning and Design 

 

Issued by email only  

 

RE:  BRAMCOTE HILLS COLLEGE: 2022 NOCTURNAL SURVEYS 

Dear  Maxine 

 

RammSanderson Ecology Ltd was commissioned by Influence on Behalf of Arc Partnership to provide update bat nocturnal surveys 

at the Bramcote College site in Bramcote Nottingham. The update surveys follow on from Ecological Impact Assessment conducted 

by RammSanderson in April 2022 and references the previous surveys including suite of nocturnal assessments of the site in 

2019 (RammSanderson 20221).  

 

The daytime surveys in 2022 revealed no material differences from the site conditions in 2019. The 2019 nocturnal surveys 

confirmed small summer day roosts for common pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus) and soprano pipistrelle (P. pygmaeus) within 

Buildings 1, 2 and 3. The roosts are considered to all be of low conservation significance, being a common roost type both locally 

and nationally and ones whereby their losses in absence of mitigation would not likely impact the species favourable conservation 

status.  

 

Update surveys were therefore recommended to inform a Natural England Protected Species Licence application but owing to the 

negligible differences in the site conditions, the information provided in the reports to date are sufficient to draw a confident and 

proportionate impact appraisal with the update surveys pursuant to a Licence application and no requisite to a determination of 

planning.  

 

Nevertheless, RammSanderson are commissioned on the additional surveys comprising three separate bat activity surveys of the 

site. At the time of release of this letter, in support of the planning application the first of three nocturnal surveys have now been 

completed. Owing to the site size the team required to confidently survey all aspects which exhibit potential roost features is 20 

surveyors. Thus the surveys was spread over three nights 7th, 11th and 18th July and the second survey is now underway with the 

first of the visits undertaken on the 19th July.  

 

The surveys have all been completed during optimal conditions with bat activity being consistent with that observed in 2019. Small 

numbers of foraging passes were made on all surveys with solitary bats passing through the site with common pipistrelle, soprano 

pipistrelle and noctule (Nyctalus noctula) recorded on all survey occasions. No bats have been recorded emerging from any of the 

surveyed buildings to date. The remaining surveys are confirmed with RammSanderson due to complete these during July, August 

and early September in full accordance with industry best practice. 

 

EVALUATION AND RECOMMENDATIONS  

As identified RammSanderson are to complete a further nocturnal surveys of this site in 2022 to inform a Protected Species licence 

application with Natural England to legitimise the demolition of the site. However, given the data in hand, a confident impact 

appraisal and evaluation of the site is made and the mitigation put forward is proportionate to this site. 

 

 
1 RammSanderson 2022: Bramcote Hills College, Ecological Impact Assessment: on behalf of Influence: ref RSE_3028_Eco_R2_V1 
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Two further surveys are deemed necessary pursuant to the Licence application but not in order to assess this site and make a 

sound judgement of roost type etc. Common pipistrelle and soprano pipistrelle are common both in a local and national context 

and the transitional day roosts identified would be considered to be of low conservation significance. 

 

The proposals will result in the demolition of all buildings on site and thus loss of all existing day roost sites. However, 

RammSanderson have worked closely with the design team and have been able to guide the design of this site. The new buildings 

will therefore have 6 new inbuilt crevice roost features. These are incorporated on a range of elevations across the site to maximise 

roost opportunities. The boxes will also provide a potential significant betterment across the site in respects to roost provision. 

Currently each roost is confined to minor niches associated with defects in the building where-as the new roost provision with each 

box capable of supporting maternal sites for larger colonies of bats.  

 

The intention of this letter is to provide confidence to the local authority and its consultees that ecological matters, specifically 

mitigation in respects to bats is being properly and apriority recorded at this site. Whilst the surveys are still on going we do not 

see this as representing a material planning constraint at this site. The survey evidence to date remains consistent allowing for 

above impact appraisal. Had more sustained roosting been present on site the surveys to date would have identified that and so 

it is confidently concluded that the site, as previously recorded, represents several, discrete solitary transitional day roost locations 

only.  

 

I trust this is to your satisfaction.  Should you have any queries, or require any clarifications, please do not hesitate to call me 

directly. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

Nick Sanderson 

 

For and on behalf of RammSanderson Ecology Ltd. 

 




