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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This report describes the results of follow-up ecology surveys on the landholdings of 7a and 13 Middleton 

Crescent, Beeston and a follow-up bat scoping survey to the property 13 Middleton Crescent, Beeston. 

The survey area principally comprises the extensive garden area of 7a Middleton Crescent, the house itself 

having been removed, the garden area of 13 Middleton Crescent and a bat scoping survey of the dwelling. 

The objective of both was to update the situation with regards to protected species  

The July 2016 scoping survey identified a distinct paucity of potential habitat features on the building with 

the bedding mortar on verges intact, a soffit fitted tight to the walls and sealed by the render and all ridge 

tiles intact and with bedding mortar in good order. As a result the building was assessed as being of negligible 

bat roost potential. The follow-up survey in May 2018 noted very little change between that assessment in 

2016 and the current. The exception to this was 2 areas associated with the roof covering.   The first of these 

is the lead flashing on the chimney breast on the eastern elevation of the roof, here the lead flashing has 

warped slightly to the southern end providing a cavity within which a bat could roost.  There is also a lifted 

tile on the north elevation which has the potential for a bat to roost underneath. These two features would 

classify the building under the new guidelines (2016) as being of negligible/low potential, raising the status of 

the structure from negligible potential.  As a result it is recommended that a precautionary approach is taken 

immediately in advance of demolition. To achieve this it is recommended that a condition is framed that a 

precautionary check for bats, in the form of an emergence survey, is undertaken in advance of the demolition 

of the building. If works occur outside of the active season, May to September, then it is recommended that 

these areas are exposed by hand under the supervision of a bat ecologist.  

The site was noted to support nesting bird potential and any removal of the garden features should be 

informed by a breeding bird survey if works are carried out between March and September. Note that the 

garage structure on site has the potential for swallows and that the birds were flying over the site at the time 

of the study. No nesting is currently occurring and therefore it is recommended that the garage roof is 

removed without delay, after first checking that the situation with regards to nesting birds has not changed. 

Recommendations have also been provided for the conservation of hedgehogs in the local area.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

This report has been prepared by B J Collins – Protected Species Surveyors Limited for Allan Joyce 
Architects Ltd on behalf of the site owners Swallow Hill Homes.  

The report presents the findings of a range of follow-up ecology surveys and bat survey of the 
landholdings associated with 7a and 13 Middleton Crescent in the town of Beeston, Nottingham.  
The site is centred approximately at National Grid Reference SK 5240 3840. 

There is a proposal to demolish the existing dwelling of 13 Middleton Crescent to make way for a 
small residential development on the gardens of both of the properties.  

The dwelling was subject to a follow-up bat scoping survey in accordance with the revised national 
guidelines (2016).  

The aim of the ecology surveys was to inform the status of the site further to ecology work 
undertaken in 2016. It was to assess the potential ecological impact from the proposed 
development upon the 2 principal species groups described, in order to inform the planning 
submission. Other ecological issues identified at the time of the study are also reported upon.  

2. SITE DESCRIPTION 

Photographs of the site are provided within the text to identify key areas and the proposed 
development plan is provided as Appendix 1.   

The proposed development site comprises the extensive gardens of 7a and 13 Middleton Crescent. 
It also includes for a revisit to the preliminary bat roost assessment of the dwelling, 13 Middleton 
Crescent. Following the previous suite of surveys in 2016 the dwelling associated with 7a Middleton 
Crescent had been demolished.  

Photographs identifying the habitats on the site are provided within this section. 

 
Photograph 1 – extract from Google Earth showing the survey area, enclosed within the red outline. 
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Photograph 2 - view north across the garden of 7a Middleton Crescent, from the foundations of the former dwelling 

 

Photograph 3 – view across the eastern boundary of the garden of 7a, the tree line covering the stream banks on the 
boundary. Looking north from the south-east corner.  
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Photograph 4 – showing the established garden associated with 13 Middleton Crescent 

 

Photograph 5 – the dwelling, 13 Middleton Crescent, taken from the highway to the south 
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Photograph 6 – The Tottle brook on the north-eastern boundary.  
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3.  METHODOLOGY 

3.2 Bat Scoping Survey 

A visual inspection of the dwelling, no 13, was carried out by a licensed and experienced bat 
worker. Equipment used included binoculars, camera and torches. The purpose of the survey was 
to search the structure in order to identify potential features that could serve as a roost sites or 
provide access to a roost and assess the likelihood of those features being used by roosting bats.  
This included looking for bat droppings, stained or worn surfaces and the bats themselves (alive or 
dead). The survey methodology was informed by that described for preliminary bat roost 
assessment within the most recent guidelines (Collins, 2016). 

3.3 Survey Details 

Barry J Collins MSc MCIEEM (Natural England Class license no. 2015-13152-CLS) and low impact 
class licence holder (RC110) carried out the survey on the 14th of May 2018.  Weather conditions 
for the visit were ideal with a dry bright day allowing ease of observation into the base of shrubs 
and dense vegetation.  

 

3.4 Survey Limitations 

Survey limitations principally comprised a lack of access to areas of dense Bramble scrub 
vegetation, areas that had grown significantly more than the previous survey. These were 
overcome by the utilisation of technology. 

Opportunities to search the building are constrained by the dense tree growth surrounding. This 
was overcome by surveying utilising high power binoculars from the highway and from various 
vantage points within the garden. 

A daytime assessment of the site was undertaken along with a bat scoping survey of the building, 
however no systematic surveys to establish the presence/absence of protected species were 
undertaken.  As such, a lack of evidence of a protected species does not necessarily indicate an 
absence of the species, such as species typical of the area including common amphibians and 
hedgehog. 
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4. SURVEY RESULTS 

4.1  Preliminary Bat Roost Assessment - 13 Middleton Crescent 

The follow-up preliminary bat roost assessment of Middleton Crescent found the structure in very 
similar state to that recorded in 2016. There was very little change with only 2 features identified 
which are such that they raise the status of the structure from that determined in 2016 as being of 
negligible potential to that of negligible/low potential.   

The features noted were firstly the lead flashing on the chimney which has warped allowing a gap 
beneath which is typical of those which are exploited by bats.  

 

Photograph 8 – showing the limited feature associated with the lead flashing surrounding the chimney on the eastern 
side of the roof covering.  

Secondly, whilst there was a ventilation slot in the roof observed during the 2016 survey the tiles 
surrounding have lifted allowing access underneath for individual roosting bats.  

 

Photograph 9 – showing the limited feature associated with tile on the edge of the vent on the north side of the roof. 
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All other features are as described in the previous bat scoping survey report dated September 
2016.  

4.3 Hedgehog  

The garden area of 7a was of less value to foraging hedgehogs as that reported from previously due 
to the activity of construction vehicles, with haul roads observed across the garden area. However, 
the most significant change between the situation recorded in 2016 and that of 2018 is the new 
perimeter fence on the north-west boundary. This fence has been constructed with base boards 
attached which deny access for hedgehogs between the gardens to the north-west and the survey 
site.  Recommendations are made within this report to address this shortfall and to ensure that 
new garden fencing on site considers the requirements for this declining local biodiversity action 
plan species.  

 
Photograph 10 – showing the installation of baseboards to the perimeter garden fence which prevent opportunities for 
commuting hedgehogs.  

4.4 Breeding birds 

A typical assemblage of common bird species is present on the site and these species are likely to 
be nesting within tall dense vegetation, trees and shrubs.  

There is a single built structure remaining on the garden of  7a, which is the remains of the garage. 
The garage is open to one side and part of the flat roof covering remains. Swallows (Hirundo 
rustica) were noted foraging over the garden at the time of the survey and this partially demolish 
garage offers nesting opportunities. The garage was surveyed at the time of the site visit and no 
evidence was identified of nesting by this species, or indeed any recent nests from other bird 
species. Therefore it was advised verbally that the roof covering is removed from this building 
without delay to prevent constraints to the construction period from the presence of swallows 
which will nest across the active season until mid-September.  
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Photograph 11 – showing the potential swallow nesting habitat provided by the partially demolished garage.  
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5. RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS 

5.2 Bats and 13 Middleton Crescent  

The resurvey of 13 Middleton Crescent found the same paucity of potential bat roost features that 
was observed from 2016. The exception to this was two small areas which have some limited 
potential to support individual roosting bats. The search of these features from binoculars found no 
evidence in the form of droppings, however these type of features can be used in the urban 
environment by pipistrelle bats in particular.  

Some precautionary mitigation is therefore required in advance of demolition. If demolition of the 
property is to proceed between May and September in any given year then a single emergence and 
activity survey should be carried out as close to the proposed demolition date as possible to 
confirm the absence of bats.  

If this action is not viable due to the timing of proposed demolition then the 2 features identified 
should be dismantled by hand under the direct supervision of a licensed batworker. 

The determination is that the status of the bat roost features has risen from that of negligible to 
negligible/low potential.  As a result, it would be considered acceptable to frame this requirement 
in a planning condition. This also allows an accurate assessment of the features in advance of 
demolition, rather than from the delay in time which would occur from assessing during 
preplanning to the actual demolition following the award of planning permission. 

5.3 Hedgehog 

The installation of the new perimeter fence on the north-west boundary of the site leads to a 
barrier to dispersal for hedgehogs in the local area. It is therefore recommended that holes are cut 
into the fence as described below.  Further to this, the boundary fences for the new properties 
should include small gaps beneath to provide a network between the neighbouring gardens. The 
gap required can be as small as 130mm x 130mm and so will be too small for most pets. This access 
point can be achieved by either removing a brick from the bottom of a wall, cutting a small hole in 
the bottom of a fence or digging a channel underneath a wall, fence or gate. 

Further enhancement of the new properties for hedgehogs should be by the construction of open 
compost heap containers in the corner of the gardens on the north-east and northwest boundaries 
of the landholding, as they will provide both foraging potential and shelter. These should be of a 
permanent construction detail to ensure their retention within these areas.  

Hedgehogs will require protection during the construction period. Firstly, if any trenches dug during 
works activities are left open over night, then they should be left with a sloping end or ramp to 
allow any hedgehogs or other animals that may fall in a route to escape.  

Any pipes over 150mm in diameter should be capped off at night to prevent animals entering.  

If any hedgehogs are located during works then they should be carefully placed into a receptacle 
and translocated to a safe environment outside of the area of works, the top of the steambank in 
this instance provides the best opportunity. If any hedgehogs are found they should be handled 
with gloved hands.   
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Appendix 1: Development Proposal 

 

The draft development proposal is provided overleaf 
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Appendix 2: Protected Species Legislation 

Bats  

All species of British bat and their roosts are protected under British law by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 

1981 (as amended), and bats are classified as European Protected Species under The Conservation of 

Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended). This makes it an offence to kill, injure or disturb a bat 

and/or to damage or destroy a breeding site or resting place for a bat. It is also an offence to disturb the 

animals such that it impairs their ability to survive, to reproduce, to nurture their young, or such that it 

impairs their ability to hibernate or migrate.  Under this legislation development work that could affect a bat 

or bat roost can only be permitted under a licence from Natural England.  

Licences in respect of European Protected Species affected by development can be granted under Section 

53(3) (e) of The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended), for the purpose of 

preserving public health or public safety or other imperative reasons of overriding public interest including 

those of social or economic nature and beneficial consequences of primary importance for the environment.  

Under Section 53(9) of the Regulations licences can only be issued if Natural England are satisfied that: 

• There is no satisfactory alternative to the work specification and 

• The action authorised will not be detrimental to the maintenance of the population of the species at 

 a favourable conservation status in their natural range. 

Natural England aim to process licence applications within 35 working days of receipt. 

European Hedgehog 

Hedgehogs are protected under Schedule 6 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) which 

prohibits killing or taking of individuals.  

The hedgehog is also listed as a Priority Species for conservation action under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan. 

Under the NERC Act 2006, the hedgehog is categorised as a ‘Species of Principal Importance’ for biodiversity. 

Listing as a Biodiversity Action Plan priority and ‘Principal Importance’ species reflects concerns that 

hedgehog numbers are in decline and that some protection should be afforded to hedgehogs habitat through 

the planning system.  

Birds  

The bird breeding season generally lasts from early March to September for most species. All birds are 

protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) (as amended) and the Countryside & Rights of Way 

Act 2000. This legislation makes it illegal, both intentionally and recklessly to: 

 Kill, injure or take any wild bird; 

 Take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is being built or in use; 

 Take or destroy the eggs of any wild bird; and 

 Possess or control any wild bird or egg unless obtained legally. 

Birds listed under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981) (as amended) (e.g. barn owl) are 

afforded additional protection, which additionally makes it an offence to disturb a bird while it is nest 

building, or at a nest containing eggs or young, or disturb the dependent young of such a bird. 
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Reptiles 

There are six native species of reptiles in the UK, including the slow-worm (Anguis fragilis), 

viviparous/common lizard (Lactera vivipara), grass snake (Natrix natrix), adder (Vipera berus), smooth snake 

(Coronella austriaca) and sand lizard (Lactera agilis), which are afforded varying degrees of protection under 

UK and European legislation. 

Slow-worm, viviparous/common lizard, adder and grass snake are protected under Schedule 5, Section 9 (1 

and 5) of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) and the Countryside & Rights of Way Act 2000 

against deliberate or reckless killing and injuring and sale. 

 

 


