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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Background 

1.1 This report has been produced by FPCR Environment and Design Ltd on behalf of Peveril 

Homes Ltd and UKPP (Toton) Ltd and provides details of an extended Phase 1 habitat survey 

undertaken at a site at Toton in Nottingham (central grid reference: SK492356).   

1.2 The site is situated between Toton and Stapleford in Nottingham, it is bound by the A52 dual 

carriageway on the northern boundary and Toton Lane down the eastern boundary. Toton railway 

sidings border the site to the west beyond a field compartment and the southern boundary backs 

onto residential development of Toton. 

1.3 The site predominately comprised compartmentalised arable fields of varying sizes, separated by 

a number of native hedgerows. Small pockets of dense scrub, semi-improved & improved 

grassland, wet ditches, open water and ruderal habitats also exist within the development area, 

although these are largely isolated. A number of demolished and intact buildings are present 

including a derelict nursery located in the east of the site.   

 

2.0 METHODOLOGY  

Desk Study 

2.1 To support the field survey and further compile existing baseline information relevant to the site, 

ecological information was sought from third parties, including sites designated for nature 

conservation interest, including: 

• Multi Agency Geographic Information for the Countryside (Magic) website; 

• NBN Gateway website (for reference only) 

2.2 The search area of interest varied depending upon the likely significance and zone of influence of 

the data requested, as follows: 

• Up to a 5km radius around the survey area was searched for sites of international 

importance with a statutory designation of Special Area of Conservation (SAC), Special 

Protection Area (SPA) and RAMSAR sites; 

• Up to a 2km radius around the survey area for sites of national importance with a 

statutory designation of Site of Special Scientific Importance (SSSI) or National Nature 

Reserve (NNR); 

• Up to a 1km radius around the survey area for sites of local importance with statutory 

designation of Local Nature Reserve, or non-statutory designation of Site for Importance 

for Nature Conservation (SINC) or the equivalent Local Wildlife Site (LWS); and 
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Habitat Survey 

2.3 An extended Phase 1 habitat survey was conducted in 2008 and subsequently updated in 2009, 

2010 and 2012. The most recent survey was undertaken on 25th August 2015. Extended Phase 

1 habitat survey is a survey technique recommended by Natural England that largely follows 

JNCC 20101, with the scale of recording of habitat parcels adjusted to provide more detail for 

smaller sites. The survey comprised a walkover of the site mapping the principal habitat types 

present and identifying the dominant or characteristic plant species present within them.  

2.4 Any habitats suitable for, or features with the potential to support, protected or notable species 

were also assessed and recorded. 

Hedgerow Assessment 

2.5 The value of the hedgerows present within or bordering the survey area was also assessed 

during the field survey using the standard Hedgerow Evaluation and Grading System (HEGS)2 

methodology to assess their conservation value. The following attributes were recorded: 

• Canopy species present; 

• Structure (height, width, shape and percentage gaps); 

• Associated features (banks, ditches, grass verges, mature trees); 

• Connectivity to other hedgerows, woods or ponds; 

• Associated ground flora of interest. 

2.6 Hedgerows can then be scored and graded accordingly: 

1 – High to Very High conservation value; 

2 – Moderately High to High conservation value; 

3 – Moderate conservation value; 

4 – Low conservation value. 

2.7 The hedgerows were also assessed considering their potential ecological value against the 

Wildlife and Landscape criteria of statutory instrument No: 1160 - The Hedgerow Regulations 

1997. Where appropriate, a series of 30m sections of hedgerows were surveyed, recorded 

features including woody and floral species and associated features as detailed in the statutory 

document. 

2.8 These were then classified against the criteria as laid down in the regulations, which specify in 

detail how the criteria are met. A brief summary is given below: 

(vi.) contains certain categories of species of birds, animals or plants listed in the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act or Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC Publications), 

(vii.) includes:  (a) at least 7 woody species, on average, in a 30m length; 

(b) at least 6 woody species, on average, in a 30m length and has at 

least 3 associated features; 

                                                      
1 JNCC, (2010), Handbook for Phase 1 habitat survey - a technique for environmental audit, ISBN 0 86139 636 7 
2 Clements, D. and Toft, R. 1992. Hedgerow Evaluation and Grading System (HEGS) A Methodology for the ecological survey, evaluation and grading 

of hedgerows. 
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(c) at least 6 woody species, on average, in a 30m length, including a 

black poplar tree, or large-leaved lime, or small-leaved lime or wild 

service tree; or 

(d) at least 5 woody species, on average, in a 30m length and has at 

least 4 associated features. 

NB: The number of woody species is reduced by one in northern 

counties. The list of 56 woody species comprises mainly shrubs and 

trees. It generally excludes climbers (such as clematis, honeysuckle and 

bramble) but includes wild roses. 

(viii.) runs alongside a bridleway, footpath, road used as a public path or byway open to all traffic 

and includes at least 4 woody species, on average, in a 30m length and has at least 2 of the 

associated features listed at (a) - (e) below: 

(a) a bank or wall supporting the hedgerow; 

(b) less than 10% gaps; 

(c) on average, at least one tree per 50m; 

(d) at least 3 species from a list of 57 woodland plants; 

(e) a ditch; 

(f) a number of connections with other hedgerows, ponds or woodland; 

(g) a parallel hedge within 15 metres. 

 

3.0 RESULTS 

Desk Study 

Designated Sites 

3.1 No statutory sites of national nature conservation interest lie within or adjacent to the site. The 

nearest was Attenborough Gravel Pits & Nature Reserve, which is a Site of Special Scientific 

Interest (SSSI) approximately 2.5km south east from the development site boundary. No 

international designated sites such as Special Protection Areas (SPA) or Special Areas of 

Conservation (SAC) lie within 5km of the site. 

3.2 One site of location nature conservation value was located within 1km of the site boundary. The 

Local Nature Reserve (LNR) of Toton Fields incorporates the former Sites of Importance for 

Nature Conservation (SINC), which are all now classified as Local Wildlife Sites. The most 

northerly portion of the LNR is immediately adjacent the south western boundary of the survey 

area. 

3.3 Other Local Wildlife Sites (previously SINCs) including Chilwell Ordnance Depot Paddock were 

located at least 1.5km from the development site boundary and were separated by residential 

developments and transport links such as roads and railways.  
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 Table 1: Details of Statutory and Non-statutory Designated Sites  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

Habitats / Flora 

3.4 The main habitat within the site comprised arable fields with narrow ruderal margins. Small 

isolated sections of poor semi-improved and improved grassland were present around the 

various buildings and hard standing areas within the site. The arable fields were separated by a 

combination of native hedgerows, fences and groups of individual trees. Some field corners have 

become colonised by dense scrub and tall ruderal vegetation. 

3.5 A derelict nursery was present off Toton Lane this consisted of a detached residential property 

and a number of abandoned buildings some of which were partly or fully demolished. These 

buildings were surrounded by hard standing, semi-mature & mature trees, dense scrub and 

localised ephemeral/short perennial. One pond was present within the site adjacent to a 

demolished building (formally building B1) which was surrounded by dense scrub, ruderal 

vegetation and a group of trees.  

3.6 Locations of habitats are shown on Figure 1: Phase 1 Habitat Plan and a botanical species list is 

provided in Appendix A.  

 

Designation Name Distance 
from site 

Reasons for designation 

SSSI Attenborough 
Gravel Pits and 
Nature Reserve 

2.5km SE Regional importance for 
overwintering waterfowl and 
breeding bird communities. 

Nottinghamshire Local 
Nature Reserve 

Toton Fields Adjacent S Range of different habitats 
including woodlands, 
hedgerows and grassland. Also 
important areas for over 100 
bird species and other animals.  

Local Wildlife Site   Toton Sidings 
Fishing Pond 

260m W A borrow pit and wetland 
habitat, diverse marginal flora.  

Local Wildlife Site  Erewash 
Grassland 

300m W Area of grassland on flood 
plain, neutral grassland 
habitats. 

Local Wildlife Site Toton Sidings 
Riverside  

400m W Valuable riverside habitat 
mosaics. 

Local Wildlife Site Erewash 
Overflow 
Channel 

1.5km S Drainage channel with a varied 
aquatic flora. 

Local Nature Reserve King George’s 
Park 

1.8km NE Grassland habitats. 

Local Nature Reserve Stony Clouds 1.5km N Neutral & acidic grassland, 
mixed broadleaved woodland 
and plantation, and ancient 
hedgerows. 

Local Nature Reserve Foxcovert 
Plantation 

2.3km SW Secondary mixed deciduous 
woodland. 
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Scattered Trees and Tree Groups 

3.7 Individual trees and tree groups were found around the site, in particular along field margins and 

along hedgerows. The site supports a large variety of native and ornamental tree species, which 

may have been associated with the nursery, a complete list of species and associated tree 

groups is provided within the species list. Trees around the old nursery (building B1) consisted of 

Leyland cypress Cupressocyparis leylandii, hybrid black poplar Populus canadensis, horse 

chestnut, aspen, crack willow Salix fragilis and pedunculate oak, all of which were mature/semi-

mature. Tree groups separating the nursery and associated buildings from George Spencer 

School in the north and arable farming to the west consisted of a number of aspen Populus 

tremula, hybrid black poplar Populus X canadensis and crack willows Salix fragilis.  

3.8 One near veteran tree was identified which was a weeping willow Salix x sepulcralis 

‘Chrysocoma’. Near veteran trees have been defined as trees that are approaching veteran 

status, but exhibit fewer than three veteran characteristics. It should be noted that the near 

veteran classification is an informal definition and not used within current Natural England 

standard documentation or guidelines. However, its inclusion means that the assessment takes 

into account trees that are likely to develop into veterans.  

Dense/ Continuous Scrub 

3.9 Dense scrub is frequent within the site boundary, largely limited to boundary features, arable field 

corners and around unmanaged areas near the former nursery. In general, scrub was dominated 

by bramble, hawthorn, dog rose and elder, with a tall ruderal understorey of common nettle Urtica 

dioica and broad leaved dock Rumex obtusifolius. 

Poor Semi-improved Grassland 

3.10 Areas of species poor semi-improved grassland occured in the east of the site. The sward was 

unmanaged, long and grass dominant with very few herbaceous species. Grasses were 

dominated by creeping bent Agrostis stolonifera and cock’s foot Dactylis glomerata which formed 

tussocky layers of vegetation. Other grasses recorded at lower frequencies included false oat 

grass Arrhenatherum elatius, red fescue Festuca rubra and Yorkshire fog Holcus lanatus. 

Herbaceous species present within the sward included frequent red clover Trifolium pratense, 

common vetch Vicia sativa, curled dock Rumex crispus, broad leaved dock Rumex obtusifolius 

and black medick Medicago lupulina. The grassland has been encroached with patches of scrub 

and ruderal vegetation consisting of dogwood Cornus sp, bramble Rubus fruticosus, common 

nettle, common ragwort Jacobaea vulgaris and creeping thistle Cirsium arvense.  

Improved Grassland 

3.11 Improved grassland compartments were dominated by perennial rye grass Lolium perenne with 

swathes of Yorkshire fog and creeping bent Agrostis stolonifera. Vascular plants were species 

poor and of low abundance within the sward. These included white clover Trifolium repens, 

creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens, common sorrel Rumex acetosa and dandelion 

Taraxacum officinalis. 

Tall Ruderal Vegetation 
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3.12 Areas of tall ruderal vegetation were scattered around the site including creeping thistle, rosebay 

willowherb Chamerion angustifolium, hogweed Heracleum sphondylium and field bindweed 

Geum urbanum.  

Waterbodies 

3.13 One pond was located adjacent to the demolished building B1. This was surrounded by woody 

species such as elder, hawthorn, oak and yew Taxus baccata while ground flora around the pond 

consisted of common nettle, willowherb Epilobium sp. and bramble. In 2008 the pond was 

recorded to be approximately 50cm deep and 150m2, with emergent and marginal vegetation 

limited to common reed Phragmites australis, greater pond sedge Carex riparia and water mint 

Mentha aquatica. However, when visited in 2015 the pond was much shallower and contained 

items of rubbish including tyres. Open water was very limited as duckweed Lemna sp had 

become dominant.  

Ditches  

3.14 Three ditches are present within the site. Ditch D1 runs along the eastern site boundary and up 

the site boundary northward towards George Spencer School. Ditch D2 is situated under 

hedgerow H2 within the central region of the site, this acts as a drainage ditch, however it only 

runs a small section of the site and is connected to ditch D3. Ditch D3 runs east to west through 

the centre of the site and is dry at the western end.  

3.15 All ditches had a similar profile; approximately 2m wide at the top of the bank, which then narrow 

to 1m at the bottom of the channel. Water was largely absent during the surveys. Damp 

conditions are maintained throughout the year evident as a number of aquatic species were 

present including soft rush Juncus effusus and redshank Persicaria maculosa. Linkages to other 

areas are limited. 

Arable Fields  

3.16 The site was dominated by several large arable fields with narrow field margins dominated by 

grasses and ruderal species. Abundant grasses in the sward included perennial ryegrass and 

false oat grass while cock’s-foot and common bent were frequent or more localised. Frequent to 

herb species comprised hogweed and common nettle, while red clover, black medick, field 

horsetail Equisetum arvense, colts-foot Tussilago farfara, hairy tare Vicia hirsuta and creeping 

cinquefoil Potentilla reptans were all locally abundant/frequent within the margins.   

3.17 The arable land itself supported a legume crop. The central fields were intensively managed, 

limiting the species diversity, however, the edges of the fields supported a small number of 

occasional arable weeds. These included pineapple weed Matricaria discoidea, petty spurge 

Euphorbia peplus, common poppy Papaver rhoeas, wild pansy Viola tricolor, smooth sow thistle 

Sonchus oleraceus and shepherd’s purse Capsella bursa-pastoris.   

Hedgerows 

3.18 A total of ten hedgerows were recorded within the site. Hedges were generally dominated by 

hawthorn Crataegus monogyna and elder Sambucus nigra with other species including 

blackthorn Prunus spinosa, cherry Prunus avium and dog rose Rosa canina. Trees were 

scattered within the hedgerows, mostly of semi-mature and mature age and comprising ash 
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Fraxinus excelsior, peduculate oak Quercus robur, aspen and horse chestnut Aesculus 

hippocastanum. Ground flora was limited to course grasses and ruderal species including 

rosebay willowherb, common nettle, white bryony Bryonia dioica and hedge bindweed Calystegia 

sepium. 

3.19 The hedgerows scored between 3- and 2- when assessed under the Hedgerow Evaluation and 

Grading System which is considered to be of moderate nature conservation value. None of the 

hedgerows were considered not to be important under the Hedgerow Regulations, however all 

hedgerows were found to support at least 80% native woody species and subsequently qualify as 

habitats of principle importance under the NERC Act (2006). Table 2 below summarises the 

results of the hedgerow surveys. 

Table 2: Hedgerow Survey Results 

Hedge 
No. 

Total 
Number 
of 
Canopy 
Species 

Associated 
Features/ 
notes 

HEGS 
Grade 

Nature 
Conservation 
Value 

Important Hedges – 
Hedgerow Regulations 
1997 (REGS) 

H1 6 <10% gaps, 
ditch 

3 Moderate No 

H2 5 <10% gaps, 
ditch 

3- Moderate  No 

H3 2 None 3 Moderate No 

H4 2 <10% gaps 3 Moderate No 

H5 3 No gaps 3+ Moderate No 

H6 3 Adjacent to road 3 Moderate No 

H7 4 Domestic NA NA NA 

H8 2 Domestic NA NA NA 

H9 4 <10% gaps, 
hedge bank 

3+ Moderate No 

H10 4 <10% gaps 2- Moderate No 

Ephemeral/ Short Perennial Vegetation 

6.20 The buildings were surrounded by hard standing, however margins between these areas and the 

scrub/ tree groups, as well as cracks in the hard standing, have become established with 

ephemeral/ short perennial species. This area was relatively structurally and species diverse. 

Species included canadian fleabane Conyza canadensis, scented mayweed Matricaria recutita, 

mugwort Artemisia vulgaris, selfheal Prunella vulgaris and pineapple weed Matricaria discoidea.  

Invasive Species 

3.20 Japanese knotweed Fallopia japonica and giant hogweed Heracleum mantegazzianum were 

recorded within the site in 2008. Four individual Japanese knotweed stands were recorded in the 

dense scrub area to the west of the site, each measuring approximately 1m2. These have been 

treated within recent years and were not observed during the 2015 survey.  
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3.21 Two 1m2 giant hogweed stands were seen around the derelict nursery ground. The first is located 

north east of building B2 between the ephemeral/short perennial and an area of scrub. The 

second is located in the ephemeral/short perennial vegetation to the west of building B2 and has 

become more abundant in this area since 2008 

 

4.0 DISCUSSION 

Designated Sites 

4.1 The degree to which designated sites receive consideration under the planning system and 

legislative protection depends on the designation and its level of importance and value. This 

ranges from sites of international importance protected by UK legislation that transposes 

European directives, to protection under UK legislation or national and local planning policy. 

4.2 No statutory or non-statutory sites of nature conservation interest will be directly affected by the 

development proposals. The site lies adjacent to Toton Fields LNR which runs around Toton 

Sidings and along the north western edge of Toton Village; the current proposals will not 

encroach into the LNR.  

Habitats and Flora 

4.3 The degree to which habitats receive consideration within the planning system relies on a 

number of mechanisms, including:  

• Inclusion within specific policy (e.g. veteran trees, ancient woodland and linear habitats in 

NPPF, or non-statutory site designation),  

• Identification as a habitat of principal importance for biodiversity under Natural Environment 

and Rural Communities Act (NERC) 2006 and consequently identification as a Priority Habitat 

within the local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) and a Priority Habitat for England under 

Biodiversity 2020.  

4.4 Under NPPF development should seek to contribute a net gain in biodiversity with an emphasis 

on improving ecological networks and linkages where possible.  

4.5 The development of land within the site will involve the irreversible loss of arable fields, semi-

improved grassland, tall herb/ruderal vegetation, a water body, buildings and associated 

ephemeral/short perennial vegetation and hard standing. There will be a partial irreversible loss 

of scrub, lengths of hedgerow, improved grassland and groups of standard trees. 

Scattered Trees and Tree Groups 

4.6 No veteran trees have been identified. One near veteran weeping willow was identified although 

this has no more significant conservation value than other trees within the site. The proposals are 

to retain the near veteran willow. A small number of tree groups will be fully or partially lost during 

the development of the site. The majority of trees and tree groups within the site provide 

additional edge habitats which link to existing hedgerows providing substantial habitat corridors. 

The loss of these trees will lead to temporary loss of connectivity around the site, however the 

Masterplan includes substantial areas of structural and tree planting which is considered to 
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sufficiently compensate for any loss. Trees incorporated into the green infrastructure should be 

native and of local provenance.   

4.7 Trees retained as part of the Masterplan will be closely associated with residential dwellings and 

access roads therefore it is possible that root systems could become damaged during 

construction causing irreversible direct damage to the tree. All efforts should be made to protect 

the trees during construction by the erection of Tree Protection Fencing and appropriate buffers 

in accordance with BS5837: Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction. 

Dense/ Continuous Scrub 

4.8 Small pockets of dense scrub will be lost to the proposed development. These areas exhibit 

limited botanical diversity, containing only common and widespread species, and as such, hold 

no significant intrinsic value. Whilst they provide potential value for invertebrate and bird species 

within site, they are isolated and of limited size. Dense/ scattered scrub is a common habitat 

throughout the region, therefore, the developmental impacts are considered to be insignificant.   

Poor Semi-improved/ Improved Grassland 

4.9 Improved grassland is deemed to be of very limited nature conservation value given the lack of 

species diversity. The semi-improved habitat within the site was in poor condition, being 

encroached by scrub and undesirable weeds such as thistles and ragwort and was of low species 

diversity. It is therefore considered the grassland within the site is of no significant conservation 

value and its loss to development is not considered to be a constraint. Furthermore, the 

Masterplan includes large areas of open green space with areas to be created as species-rich 

grassland. The creation of such areas will provide increased structural and species diversity 

within the site. 

Tall Ruderal Vegetation 

4.10 Although it is accepted that tall ruderal vegetation may provide foraging habitat for invertebrates, 

it is inherently of low intrinsic value due to lack of species diversity and presence of only common 

and widespread species. In addition, given the limited size of this habitat within the site the loss 

to facilitate development is not considered to have a significant impact on local biodiversity.  

Waterbodies 

4.11 The pond located adjacent to the buildings exhibits limited attributes that are considered 

important to wildlife and no protected species have been recorded during surveys. It is not 

considered to qualify under Section 41 of the NERC Act, although standing waterbodies are  a 

Nottinghamshire BAP habitat, given the lack of diversity of the aquatic vegetation present with the 

dominance of duckweed and periodic dumping of materials within the pond, it is considered to be 

of limited value. The development will results in the loss of this pond, however, the Masterplan 

incorporates large areas of sustainable drainage which will include permanently wet waterbodies 

and swales. Permanent waterbodies should be designed to maximise biodiversity value, shaped 

to provide a range of bank angles and water depths and planted with species of local 

provenance. 

Ditches 
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4.12 The ditches are considered to be of low ecological value, due to the lack of consistent water and 

marginal and aquatic vegetation, largely due to over shading by hedgerows. The current 

illustrative master plan shows all ditches to be retained, therefore it is not anticipated there will be 

any significant impacts on these features.   

Arable Fields 

4.13 The majority of the survey area comprises arable fields; a habitat of low intrinsic ecological value, 

supporting limited species diversity and only common and widespread floral species. The loss of 

the central field compartments is therefore not considered significant. Arable field margins, where 

managed to benefit key farmland species or managed specifically to benefit wildlife generally, are 

listed under Section 41 of the NERC Act as a habitat of principal importance and the 

Nottinghamshire LBAP. However, the margins are reasonably narrow (ranging from approx. 0.5-

2m wide) and are not being managed specifically for wildlife, so they are unlikely to qualify as 

Priority Habitat. They do, nonetheless, support a wider range of flowering and seed baring plants 

than the rest of the arable land and therefore provide a valuable foraging resource for 

invertebrates and farmland birds. To mitigate for the loss of the margins of the arable fields, the 

open space provision within the site includes areas managed to benefit wildlife such as a 

meadow or wildflower rich grassland to provide for wildlife.  

Hedgerows 

4.14 The hedgerows within and bordering the survey area comprised of native species and qualify 

under Section 41 of the NERC Act as a habitat of principal importance and the Nottinghamshire 

LBAP. They provide linkages and connectivity through an otherwise very exposed and heavily 

managed landscape of the network of arable fields. Although none of the hedgerows qualify as 

‘important’ under the wildlife and landscape criteria of the Hedgerow Regulations 1997, the 

hedgerows are of moderate nature conservation value under the HEGS assessment. The 

majority of the hedgerows around the site boundaries will be largely unaffected by the 

development.  

4.15 Hedgerows H1, H2, H3 and H9 are to be largely retained within the proposals, which were 

species-poor and where found to be of moderate value under HEGs. Sections of H9 which falls 

within the site boundary will require removal, however the offsite sections where the same hedge 

continues will be retained. Whilst sections of H2 and H3 can be retained, there will be some 

sections that require removal resulting in a fragmented hedgerow. Furthermore, as H2 and H3 

are to be incorporated in to residential areas it is unlikely that a suitable management regime can 

be guaranteed. Whilst they may provide aesthetic and minor biodiversity value, they are unlikely 

to contribute significantly to the overall biodiversity of the development site. As such they have 

not been included in the overall calculations of retained hedgerows and have been classified as 

lost. 

4.16 In order to mitigate for the loss the loss of hedgerow H4 and the partial loss and fragmentation of 

H1, H2 and H3 over 2400m of new species- rich hedgerow is proposed. This will provide far in 

excess of the approximately 710m of hedgerow to be lost. 

4.17 The loss of these hedgerows is not anticipated to have a significant impact and will be 

compensated for through the provision of new structural planting within the green infrastructure 

plan. Any retained hedgerows should be enhanced which may include gapping up with a more 
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diverse array of native species and the addition of new hedgerow standards. Where works are 

required in close proximity to hedgerows, appropriate buffer should be implemented to protect 

them from damage during construction. Hedgerows should be subject to sensitive management 

to promote and maintain their value in the long term.  

Ephemeral/ Short Perennial Vegetation 

4.18 The ephemeral/ short perennial vegetation is relatively structurally and species diverse, however, 

all species are common and widespread and the area also supports undesirable and invasive 

species such as giant hogweed, thistles and ragwort. It is therefore considered the loss of this 

habitat would have negligible impact on local biodiversity value.  

Invasive Species 

4.19 The site has a history of supporting Japanese knotweed and a number of stands of Giant 

Hogweed exist around the former nursery buildings. Both are species listed on Schedule 9 of the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as amended, and as such it is an offence to plant or otherwise 

cause these plants to grow in the wild.  

4.20 Material removed from these areas of the site that could contain fragments of these plants should 

be treated as contaminated waste and would need to be disposed at an appropriately licensed 

waste disposal site.  

4.21 Alternatively, if areas supporting these plants are being retained they should be treated by 

spraying herbicide to prevent plants from spreading. This would require repeat application over a 

number of years.   

• 3 years to treat Japanese knotweed until dormant 

• 15 years for giant hogweed seeds to stop germinating 
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APPENDIX A– Species List 
 
Improved grassland 
Scientific Name  Common Name 
Agrostis stolonifera  Creeping Bent 
Festuca rubra   Red Fescue 
Holcus lanatus   Yorkshire Fog 
Lolium perenne  Perennial Rye-grass  
Matricaria discoidea  Pineappleweed 
Plantago major  Greater plantain   
Ranunculus repens  Creeping Buttercup 
Rumex acetosa  Common Sorrel 
Taraxacum officinalis  Dandelion 
Trifolium repens  White Clover 
 
Hawthorn-Elder Dominated Scrub   
Scientific Name  Common Name 
Acer pseudoplatanus  Sycamore  
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass 
Betula pendula  Silver birch 
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Willowherb 
Conyza Canadensis  Canadian Fleabane 
Crataegus monogyna  Hawthorn  
Rosa canina   Dog Rose 
Rubus fruticosus agg  Bramble  
Rumex crispus   Curled Dock 
Salix caprea   Goat Willow 
Sambucus nigra  Elder 
Senecio vulgaris   Groundsel 
Urtica dioica   Common Nettle 
 
 
Ditches 
Scientific Name  Common Name 
Cardamine hirsute  Hairy Bitter-cress 
Epilobium hirsutum  Greater Willowherb 
Cirsium vulgare   Spear Thistle 
Geranium robertianum Herb Robert 
Persicaria maculosa   Redshank 
Plantago lanceolata  Ribwort Plantain 
 
 
Ruderal road-side verge 
Scientific Name  Common Name 
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass  
Capsella bursa-pastoris  Shepherd's purse 
Cardamine hirsuta   Hairy Bitter-cress 
Cerastium fontanum   Common Mouse-ear 



Cirsium arvense  Creeping Thistle 
Euphorbia peplus  Petty Spurge 
Festuca rubra   Red Fescue 
Galium aparine  Cleavers 
Geranium molle  Dove's-foot Crane's-bill 
Holcus lanatus   Yorkshire Fog 
Matricaria discoidea  Pineapple weed 
Picris echioides   Bristly Ox-tongue 
Senecio jacobaea  Ragwort 
Taraxacum officinale agg. Dandelion 
Matricaria recutila  Scentless Mayweed 
Urtica dioica   Common Nettle 
Viola arvensis   Field Pansy 
 
Bramble dominated scrub  
Scientific Names  Common Names 
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-Grass 
Artemisia vulgaris  Mugwort 
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Willowherb 
Cirsium vulgare  Spear Thistle 
Crataegus monogyna  Hawthorn 
Dryopteris filix-mass  Male Fern 
Epilobium hirsutum  Great Willowherb 
Rubus fruticosus agg.  Bramble  
Sambucus nigra  Elder 
Senecio jacobaea  Ragwort 
Urtica dioica   Common Nettle 
 
Semi-improved grassland 
Scientific Names  Common Names 
Agrostis capillaris   Common Bent 
Agrostis stolonifera  Creeping Bent 
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-Grass 
Bromus sterilis    Sterile Brome 
Calystegia sepium  Field Bindweed 
Cirsium arvense   Creeping Thistle 
Cerastium fontanum  Common Mouse-ear 
Dactylis glomerata   Cock's-Foot 
Deschampsia caespitosa Tufted Hair-Grass 
Epilobium tetragonum Square-Stalked Willowherb 
Equisetum arvense  Field Horse-Tail 
Festuca rubra   Red Fescue 
Gallium verum    Lady's Bedstraw 
Geranium dissectum  Cut-Leaved Crane's-Bill 
Geranium robertianum Herb Robert 
Geum urbanum  Wood Avens 
Heracleum sphondylium Hog Weed 
Holcus Lanatus   Yorkshire Fog 



Hypochaeris radicata  Cat's-Ear 
Medicago lupulina  Black Medick 
Lolium perenne  Perennial Rye-grass 
Phleum pratense  Timothy 
Plantago lanceolata  Ribwort Plantain 
Ranunculus repens  Creeping Buttercup 
Rubus fruticosus  Bramble 
Rumex crispus   Curled-Leaved Dock 
Rumex obtusifolius  Broad-leaved Dock 
Salix caprea   Goat Willow 
Senecio jacobaea  Ragwort 
Senecio squalidus  Oxford Ragwort 
Stachys officinalis  Betony 
Taraxacum officinalis  Dandelion 
Trifolium dubium  Lesser trefoil 
Trifolium pratense  Red Clover 
Urtica dioica   Common Nettle 
Vicia sativa   Common Vetch 
 
Arable-field margins 
Scientific Names  Common Names 
Agrostis stolonifera  Creeping Bent 
Anthriscus sylvestris  Cow Parsley 
Arrhenatherum elatis  False Oat Grass 
Artemisia vulgaris  Mugwort 
Bromus sterilis   Sterile Brome 
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Willowherb 
Cirsium arvense  Creeping Thistle 
Convolvulus arvensis   Field Bindweed 
Dactylis glomerata   Cock's-Foot 
Equisetum arvense  Field Horsetail 
Fallopia convolvulus   Black Bindweed 
Galium aparine   Cleavers 
Geum urbanum  Wood Avens 
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed 
Holcus lanatus   Yorkshire Fog 
Lolium perenne  Perennial Ryegrass 
Matricaria recutita  Scented Mayweed 
Medicago lupulina  Black Medick 
Plantago lanceolata  Ribwort Plantain 
Plantago major   Greater Plantain  
Poa trivialis    Rough Meadow Grass 
Potentilla reptans  Creeping Cinquefoil  
Rubus fruticosus agg .  Bramble  
Rumex acetosa   Common Sorrel 
Rumex crispus   Curled Dock 
Rumex obtusifolius   Broadleaved Dock 
Senecio jacobaea  Common Ragwort 



Sonchus oleraceus  Smooth Sow Thistle 
Taraxacum officinale     Dandelion 
Trifolium pratense  Red Clover 
Trifolium repens  White Clover 
Triticum aestivum  Wheat (crop)  
Tussilago farfara  Colts Foot 
Urtica dioica   Common Nettle 
Vicia hirsute    Hairy Tare 
   
Pond, emergent and marginal vegetation 
Scientific Names  Common Names 
Cardamine hirsuta  Hairy Bitter-Cress 
Cirsium vulgare  Spear Thistle 
Carex riparia   Pond Sedge  
Epilobium hirsutum  Greater willowherb 
Mentha aquatica  Water Mint  
Phragmites australis  Common Reed  
Lemna sp   Duckweed 
 
 
Ephemeral / Ruderal vegetation 
Scientific Names  Common Names 
Anthemis tinctoria  Yellow Chamomile  
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-Grass 
Artemisia vulgaris  Mugwort 
Carex nigra    Common Sedge 
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Willowherb 
Cirsium arvense  Creeping Thistle 
Cirsium vulgare   Spear Thistle 
Convolvulus arvensis   Field Bindweed 
Conyza Canadensis   Canadian Fleabane 
Daucus carota ssp carota Wild Carrot 
Dipsacus fullonum                Wild teasel  
Epilobium hirsutum  Greater Willowherb 
Epilobium montanum  Broadleaved Willowherb 
Geranium robertianum Herb Robert 
Geum urbanum  Wood Avens 
Heracleum mantegazzianum Giant Hogweed 
Holcus lanatus            Yorkshire Fog 
Hypochaeris radicata  Cat's-Ear 
Lactuca serriola   Prickly Lettuce 
Lavateria arborea   Tree Mallow 
Leontodon autumnalis   Autumn Hawkbit 
Lolium perenne  Yorkshire fog 
Lunaria annua    Honesty 
Matricaria discoidea   Pineapple weed 
Medicago lupulina  Black medick 
Mentha arvensis   Corn Mint 



Papaver rhoeas  Common poppy 
Persicaria maculosa  Redshank 
Phleum pratense  Large leaved Timothy 
Plantago lanceolata  Ribwort Plantain 
Plantago major  Greater Plantain 
Poa annua   Annual meadow grass 
Polygonum aviculare  Knotgrass 
Potentilla reptans  Creeping Cinqefoil 
Prunella vulgaris  Selfheal 
Rumex crispus   Curled-Leaved Dock 
Sedum album   White Stonecrop 
Sedum rupestre  Reflexed Stonecrop 
Senecio jacobaea  Ragwort 
Senecio vulgaris  Groundsel 
Sisymbrium officinale  Hedge Mustard 
Sonchus asper   Prickly Sow-Thistle 
Taraxacum officinalis  Dandelion 
Tragopogon pratensis  Goat's-Beard 
Trifolium pratense  Red Clover 
Trifolium repens  White Clover 
Tripleurospermum inodorum Scented Mayweed 
 
 
 
Tall ruderal – Around Buildings  
Scientific Name  Common Name 
Agrostis stolonifera  Creeping Bent 
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat Grass 
Artemisia vulgaris  Mugwort 
Betula pendula  Silver Birch 
Bryonia dioica   White Bryony 
Calystegia sepium  Hedge Bindweed 
Centaurea nigra  Black Knapweed 
Cerastium fontanum  Common Mouse-Ear 
Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Willowherb 
Cirsium arvense   Creeping Thistle 
Cirsium vulgare   Spear Thistle 
Convolvulus arvensis   Field Bindweed 
Conyza Canadensis   Canadian Fleabane 
Dactylis glomerata   Cock's Foot 
Elytrigia repens   Common Couch 
Equisetum arvense   Field Horse-Tail 
Geranium dissectum   Cut-Leaved Crane's-Bill 
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed 
Holcus lanatus   Yorkshire Fog 
Lamium album    White Dead Nettle 
Lolium perenne   Perennial Rye-Grass 
Melilotus officinalis   Ribbed Melilot 



Plantago lanceolata  Ribwort Plantain 
Plantago major  Greater Willowherb 
Ranunculus repens  Creeping Buttercup 
Rubus fruticosus  Bramble 
Sambucus nigra  Elder 
Senecio jacobaea  Ragwort 
Tanacetum vulgare  Tansy 
Taraxacum officinalis  Dandelion 
Trifolium repens  White Clover 
Urtica dioica   Common Nettle 
     
 
 
Trees 
Scientific Name  Common Name 
Acer platanoides  Norway Maple 
Acer pseudoplatanus  Sycamore 
Betula pendula  Silver birch 
Bryonia dioica   White Bryony 
‘Chrysocoma’   Weeping Willow 
Corylus avellana  Hazel 
Cotoneaster agg.  Cotoneaster 
Crataegus monogyna  Hawthorn 
Fagus sylvatica  Beech 
Fraxinus excelsior  Ash 
Galanthus nivalis  Snowdrop 
Ilex aquifolium   Holly 
Leylandii sp.    Cypress species 
Picea abies   Norway Spruce 
Populus nigra var ‘Italica’ Lombardy poplar 
Populus tremula   Aspen 
Populus x canadensis agg  Hybrid Black Poplar 
Prunus laurocerasus   Cherry Laurel 
Prunus sp.   Ornamental Cherry 
Quercus robur   Oak 
Rosa canina   Dog Rose 
Rubus fruticosus  Bramble 
Salix fragilis    Crack willow 
Salix x sepulcralis   Weeping Willow 
Sambucus nigra   Elder 
Sorbus aria    Whitebeam 
Sorbus aucuparia  Rowan 
Taxus baccata   Yew 
Tilia cordata   Small Leaved Lime 
X Cupressocyparis leylandii sp  Leyland cypress 
 
Ground flora limited to: 
Scientific Name  Common Name 



Geum urbanum  Wood Avens 
Sambucus nigra (s)  Elder 
Hedera helix   Ivy 
Tamus communis  Black Bryony 
Rubus fruticosus  Bramble 
Galium aparine  Common Cleavers 
Lavateria arborea  Tree Mallow 
Prunus laurocerasus rotundifolia Cherry Laurel 
Ulmus glabra   Wych Elm 
Dactylis glomerata  Cock's Foot 
Urtica dioica   Common Nettle 
Lonicera nitida   Wilson's Honeysuckle 
 
 
Arable weeds: 
Scientific Name  Common Name 
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherds Purse 
Chenopodium album agg. Fat Hen 
Cirsium arvense  Creeping Thistle   
Cirsium vulgare  Spear Thistle 
Euphorbia peplus  Petty Spurge 
Geranium molle   Dovesfoot Cranesbill 
Matricaria discoidea  Pineapple Weed    
Myosotis arvensis  Field Forget-me-not    
Papaver rhoeas  Common Poppy 
Plantago major  Greater Plantain  
Poa annua   Annual Meadowgrass 
Polygonum aviculare agg. Knotgrass 
Ranunculus repens  Creeping Buttercup 
Sonchus oleraceus  Smooth Sow Thistle 
Taraxacum officinale agg. Dandelion 
Viola tricolor   Wild Pansy 
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