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1.0  INTRODUCTION 

1.1 The following report has been prepared by FPCR Environment & Design Ltd on 

behalf of Peveril Homes Ltd and UKPP (Toton) Ltd. It provides details of a series of 

breeding bird surveys undertaken on a site at Toton Lane, Toton, south west 

Nottinghamshire.  

1.2 The Project area comprises a site to the west of Nottingham (Grid ref SK 491 358 

with the A52 (Brian Clough Way) forming the northern boundary, a farmstead and 

associated arable land the western boundary, residential housing forming the 

southern boundary and Toton Lane forming the eastern boundary.  

1.3 The site predominately comprised compartmentalised arable fields, separated by a 

number of native hedgerows. Small pockets of dense scrub, semi-improved & 

improved grassland, ditches and ruderal habitats also exist within the development 

area, although these are largely isolated.  

1.4 Surveys were undertaken between April and June 2010. The objectives of the survey 

were to:  

• Identify the presence and distribution of breeding birds on the site;  

• Evaluate the importance of local bird populations and their habitat requirements;  

• Evaluate the conservation importance of the site;  

• To identify areas of ornithological interest and make recommendations to 

minimise the potential impact of development and where feasible to consider 

opportunities for additional habitat creation.  

2.0 LEGISLATION  

2.1 The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) is the principal legislation 

affording protection to UK wild birds.  Under this legislation all birds, their nests and 

eggs are protected by law and it is an offence, with certain exceptions to recklessly or 

intentionally: 

• Kill, injure or take any wild bird; 

• Take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while in use or being built; 

• Take or destroy the egg of any wild bird. 

2.2 Species listed on Schedule 1 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) 

are specially protected at all times. 

2.3 In addition to statutory protection, some bird species are classified according to their 

conservation status, such as their inclusion on the Red and Amber lists of Birds of 

Conservation Concern (BoCC) in the UK (Eaton et al.  2009):  

• Red list (high conservation concern) species are those that are Globally 

Threatened according to IUCN criteria; those whose population has declined 

rapidly (50% or more) in recent years; and those that have declined historically 

and not shown a substantial recent recovery. 
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• Amber list (medium conservation concern) species are those with an unfavourable 

conservation status in Europe; those whose population or range has declined 

moderately (between 25% and 49%) in recent years; those whose population has 

declined historically but made a substantial recent recovery; rare breeders; and 

those with internationally important or localised populations. 

• Green list (low conservation concern) species fulfil none of the above criteria. 

2.4 Certain species have also been identified as Species of Principal Importance for 

Nature Conservation under Schedule 41 of the Natural Environment and Rural 

Communities (NERC) Act (2006) (formerly known as UK BAP priority species) and/or 

are included in the Nottinghamshire Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP). In addition ‘The 

Nottinghamshire Birdwatchers’ have highlighted birds within the county whose status 

is a cause for concern to the county’s conservationists. These species are listed as 

‘Nottinghamshire Birds of Conservation Concern’ (NBoCC). 

 

3.0 METHODOLOGY 

3.1 The survey methodology employed was broadly based on that of territory mapping 

(Bibby et al 1992) as used for the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) Common Bird 

Census (CBC).  Standard BTO species codes and symbols for bird activities were 

used to identify birds and denote activity, sex and age where appropriate.  The 

criteria used in the assessment of breeding birds has been adapted from the 

standard criteria proposed by the European Ornithological Atlas Committee (EOAC 

1979) and are grouped into three categories: possible breeder e.g. birds observed in 

suitable habitat or singing male recorded, probable breeder e.g. pair in suitable 

habitat, territory defended, agitated behaviour or nest building and confirmed breeder 

e.g. recently fledged young observed, adult birds carrying food for young. Birds that 

were considered to not be using the site for breeding were categorised as ‘non 

breeders’ e.g. flying over the site, migrant, habitat not suitable. 

3.2 To provide a reasonable level of accuracy for determining the population status of 

breeding birds on the site, three surveys were undertaken during the hours after 

dawn or prior to dusk in the period April to June 2010.  A route was mapped out prior 

to the surveys being undertaken, paying particular attention to any linear features, 

such as hedgerows and tree lines, and natural features such as ponds, marsh and 

areas of scrub.  Bird surveys were not undertaken in unfavourable conditions such as 

heavy rain or strong wind, which may negatively affect the results. Table 1 provides 

details of the survey conditions. 

Table 1. Survey Dates and Conditions 

Date Cloud Cover Rain Wind Visibility 

12.04.10 100% None Calm Good 

10.05.10 60% None Calm Good 

10.06.10 100% Drizzle on / off Light Moderate 
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3.3 The conservation value of bird populations has been measured using two separate 

approaches: nature conservation value and conservation status. The CIEEM 

guidance on ecological impact assessment assesses nature conservation value 

within a geographical context. To attain each level of value, an ornithological 

resource or one of the features (species population or assemblage of species) should 

meet the criteria set out in Table 2 below. In some cases, professional judgement 

may be required to increase or decrease the allocation of specific value, based upon 

local knowledge. 

3.4 The site has also been assessed against the Local Wildlife Site (LWS) criteria for the 

identification of avian sites in Nottinghamshire based on criteria set out for breeding 

birds. LWS’s are recognised by central government as an important tool in promoting 

sustainable development and protecting biodiversity. 

Table 2. Definition of Terms Relating to Nature Conservation Value 

Nature 
Conservation 
Value 

Examples of Selection Criteria 
 

International A species which is part of the cited interest of an SPA and which regularly occurs 
in internationally or nationally important numbers. 
 
A species present in internationally important numbers (>1% of international 
population). 

National A species which is part of the cited interest of a SSSI and which regularly occurs 
in nationally or regionally important numbers. 
 
A nationally important assemblage of breeding or over-wintering species. 
 
A species present in nationally important numbers (>1% UK population). 
 
Rare breeding species (<300 breeding pairs in the UK). 

Regional Species listed as Priority Species under Schedule 41 of the Natural Environment 
and Rural Communities (NERC) Act (2006), which are not covered above, and 
which regularly occurs in regionally important numbers. 
 
Species present in regionally important numbers (>1% of regional population). 
 
Sustainable populations of species that are rare or scarce within a region. 
 
Species on the BoCC Red List and which regularly occurs in regionally important 
numbers. 

County Species listed as Priority Species under Schedule 41 of the Natural Environment 
and Rural Communities (NERC) Act (2006), which are not covered above and 
which regularly occurs in county important numbers 
 
Species present in county important numbers (>1% of county population). 
 
Sustainable populations of species that are rare or scarce within a county, or 
listed as priority species for nature conservation under S41 of the NERC Act. 
 
A site designated for its county important assemblage of birds (e.g. a SINC Site). 
 
Species on the BoCC Red List and which regularly occur in county important 
numbers. 
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Nature 
Conservation 
Value 

Examples of Selection Criteria 
 

District Species listed as Priority Species under Schedule 41 of the Natural Environment 
and Rural Communities (NERC) Act (2006), which are not covered above, and 
are rare in the locality or in the relevant Natural Area profile. 
 
Species present in numbers just short of county importance. 
 
Sustainable populations of species which are rare or scarce within the locality. 
 
A site whose designation falls just short for inclusion for its county important 
assemblage of birds (e.g. a SINC Site). 
 
Other species on the BoCC Red List and which are considered to regularly occur 
in district important numbers. 

Local Other species of conservation interest (e.g. all other species on the BoCC Red 
and Amber List and listed as Priority Species under Schedule 41 of the Natural 
Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act (2006) which are not covered 
above) regularly occurring in locally sustainable populations. 

Site All other BoCC Green-listed common and widespread species. 

 

 

4.0 RESULTS 

Breeding Birds (See Appendix A for a full species list) 

4.1 A total of 32 bird species were recorded during the surveys within the site, of which 

14 appear either on the NBoCC list, RSPB BoCC as declining (red or amber lists); or 

are listed as species of principal importance for nature conservation under S41 of the 

NERC Act; (Table 3, and shown graphically in Figure 1).  

4.2 Of the 32 species recorded, 5 were confirmed as breeding, none of which were 

notable. A further 12 species were considered probable breeders, 4 of which are 

notable. Full details are provided in Table 3. Whilst the remaining 15 species were 

considered possible breeders or non-breeders. 

4.3 Table 3 provides details on conservation status and recent status within the county of 

Nottinghamshire of the 14 notable species recorded. 

Table 3. Species of Principal Importance for Nature Conservation under S41 of the 
NERC Act, NBoCC, BoCC Red and Amber Listed Bird Species Recorded at Toton 
Sidings during Breeding Bird Surveys 2010, and their Recent Status within 
Nottinghamshire. 

Species Conservation 
Status 

Breeding 
Status† 

Recent Status within 
Nottinghamshire†† 

Black-headed Gull 
Larus ridibundus 

Amber List  
BoCC 

NBoCC 

Non-
breeder 

A common winter visitor and 
passage migrant. Common in 
summer when it breeds in a 

small number of colonies 
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Species Conservation 
Status 

Breeding 
Status† 

Recent Status within 
Nottinghamshire†† 

Bullfinch 
Pyrrhula pyrrhula 

Amber List BoCC 
S41 NERC Act 

NBoCC 
Possible 

A relatively common resident in 
Nottinghamshire, but there has 

been a national decline in 
numbers 

Dunnock 
Prunella modularis 

Amber List BoCC 
S41 NERC Act 

NBoCC 
Probable 

A very common, but under 
recorded resident throughout the 

county 

Grey Heron 
Ardea cinerea 

NBoCC 
Non-

breeder 

A reasonably common resident, 
breeding at a number of 

traditional sites in 
Nottinghamshire 

House Sparrow 
Passer domesticus 

Red List BoCC 
S41 NERC Act 

NBoCC 
Possible 

A common and widespread 
resident, but undergoing a rapid 

national decline 

Linnet 
Carduelis cannabina 

Red List BoCC 
S41 NERC Act 

NBoCC 
Possible 

A common resident and passage 
migrant 

Skylark 
Alauda arvensis 

Red List BoCC 
S41 NERC Act 

NBoCC 
Probable 

A common and widespread 
resident throughout 

Nottinghamshire 

Song Thrush 
Turdus philomelos 

Red List BoCC 
S41 NERC Act 

NBoCC 
Possible 

A common resident which has 
declined significantly in recent 

years. 

Starling 
Sturnus vulgaris 

Red List BoCC 
S41 NERC Act 

NBoCC 
Possible 

A common resident and passage 
migrant, which has suffered a 

serious national decline 

Stock Dove 
Columba oenas 

Amber List BoCC 
NBoCC 

Possible 
A reasonably common resident, 
particularly in rural parts of the 

county 

Swift 
Apus apus 

Amber List BoCC 
NBoCC 

Possible A common summer visitor 

Whitethroat 
Sylvia communis 

Amber List BoCC 
NBoCC 

Probable A common summer visitor 

Willow Warbler 
Phylloscopus 

trochilus 

Amber List BoCC 
NBoCC 

Possible Common summer visitor 

Yellowhammer 
Emberiza citrinella 

Amber List BoCC 
NBoCC 

Probable 
Common autumn and winter 
visitor, uncommon to fairly 

common breeder 

 

†Possible breeder - Evidence accumulated during the survey indicates that the bird species could be 

breeding on site, but the evidence is less conclusive than that obtained for probable breeders. 

Probable breeder - Evidence accumulated during the survey indicates that the bird species is 

breeding on site. 

Confirmed breeder - An active nest was observed or equivalent. 

Non Breeder – Seen, but either flying over and/or no suitable habitats for breeding. 

 

†† The terms used to define the species’ abundance in the county are: 

 Very rare - 10 or fewer records ever 

 Rare - 11 -50 records ever 

 Scarce - 51 – 200 records ever 
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 Uncommon - resident species with a very limited distribution in the county or a non-resident                                                   

species usually recorded up to a maximum of 20 times per year 

 Fairly uncommon - species which may be seen during most visits to suitable habitats 

 Common - species likely to be seen in reasonable numbers on all visits to suitable habitat  
 

4.4 The site does not meet the Nottinghamshire LWS Selection Guidelines.  

5.0 DISCUSSION AND EVALUATION 

5.1 The value of the site to birds was variable; the habitat of greatest value was the 

mosaic of scrub, ephemeral vegetation, trees and semi-improved grassland, details 

are provided below. 

5.2 An area located in the east of the site surrounding the old nursery and buildings off 

Toton Lane comprised a mosaic of scrub, ephemeral vegetation, trees and semi-

improved grassland and held a greater density and diversity of species, relative to the 

rest of the site. S41 Species of the NERC Act using this area included the only 

occurrence of bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula on site, as well as several sightings of 

dunnock Prunella modularis and song thrush Turdus philomelos. The area provides 

both foraging and breeding opportunities to many of the generalist species recorded 

within the local area, including whitethroat Sylvia communis, an amber listed BoCC, 

and NBoCC. 

5.3 Arable habitat is dominant across the site; Yellowhammer Emberiza citronella and 

skylark Alauda arvensis were recorded in association with these areas, fitting 

traditional distribution patterns. Both of these species were recorded as probable 

breeders, however, over management of hedgerows, lack of field margins and use of 

the site by dog walkers has reduced its value relative to arable land in the wider area. 

5.4 The species recorded on site are typical of the main habitats available on the site, 

which is characterised by species of arable farmland, scrub, and to some extent 

woodland edge.  

5.5 No significant numbers/flocks of notable species were recorded during the surveys 

and all species occurring on site are either common or fairly common within 

Nottinghamshire. 

5.6 Whilst the breeding bird surveys were undertaken in 2010, the site conditions have 

not altered significantly during the recent site walkover survey in August 2015. It is 

therefore considered unlikely that the breeding bird assemblage recorded during 

these surveys would have altered significantly and the surveys undertaken are 

sufficient to inform the likely impacts of the proposals.   

 

Impacts of Habitat Loss/Change  

5.7 The impact on breeding bird species arising from the potential effects of development 

is based upon an understanding of each species’ ecological requirements and their 

distribution, rarity and vulnerability as indicated by current guidance (e.g. Red and 

Amber listed Birds of Conservation Concern 3 (2009); S41 species under NERC and 
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Local BAP species) and legislation. In identifying particularly sensitive or important 

receptors the above guidance, in addition to the recent status of birds in 

Nottinghamshire (e.g The Birds of Nottinghamshire Annual Report) have been used. 

5.8 The species recorded on site that are arguably the most vulnerable to impacts are the 

14 notable species that appear on either the BoCC, Red list and/or S41 NERC Act. 

The habitat requirements, species account, and nature conservation value of these 

species are summarised in Table 4. In addition impacts arising from the proposed 

development in terms of habitat loss have been assessed against the development 

proposals set out in the site layout plan (5674_SP(90)03/N).
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Table 4. Evaluation of Species Considered Potentially Sensitive to Habitat Loss/Change  

Species Habitat Requirements Species Account 
Nature 

Conservation 
Value† 

Characterisation of 
Unmitigated Impact 

Suggested Possible 
Mitigation/ 

Compensation/ 
Enhancements  

Residual 
Impact†† 

Black-headed 
Gull 

Always breeds near shallow calm 
water, fresh, brackish, or saline, 
usually at margins of ponds, 
lakes, or slow flowing rivers. 
Outside breeding season, shifts 
partly to inshore tidal waters and 
also increasingly to lowland inland 
sites, following plough or settling 
on moist grassland, playing fields, 
and urban parks.  

A small number were 
seen either flying over 
the site or loafing in the 
arable fields to the north 
of the site, likely to be 
feeding on available soil 
invertebrates. Site 

Loss of open arable 
fields which currently 
provide foraging and 
loafing opportunities.  

Black-headed gulls are known 
to use playing fields for 
feeding.  

The proposed addition of the 
amenity grassland to the north 
will continue to provide 
foraging/loafing opportunities 
throughout the year as it had 
been noted that birds were 
using those already adjacent 
to the George Spencer 
School. 

Negligible 

Bullfinch 

Breeds mainly in broad-leaved 
woods, but also commonly in 
dense hedgerows and thickets. 
Adults are vegetarian, but 
invertebrates are important in diet 
of young.  

A single bird was seen 
in the tree line 
separating the Nursery 
from the school on one 
of the three survey 
occasions. 

Local 

Loss of existing habitat 
mosaic surrounding the 
nursery to the east, 
including scrub. This 
area provided suitable 
nesting opportunities for 
Bullfinch. 

The abundant tree/scrub 
planting will provide improved 
nesting potential once 
established. The inclusion of 
fruit bearing trees and ash 
should preferentially be 
included where possible. 

Slight 
positive  

Dunnock 

Commonly invades a wide variety 
of scrub grown situations. Has 
adapted to field hedgerows, 
farms, railway embankments, 
parks, gardens and vacant urban 
land.  Feeds mainly on insects but 
small seeds are an important 
winter food. 

Recorded on all three 
surveys occasions in 
moderate numbers, 
throughout hedgerows in 
particular. Also 
concentrated around the 
scrubby habitat mosaic 
located at the 
abandoned nursery.  

Local 

Limited loss of scrub 
and hedgerow habitat 
throughout the site, 
reducing the overall 
habitat available to the 
species. 

The gapping up of retained 
hedgerows and boundary 
features will limit the area of 
suitable nesting and foraging 
habitat lost. Further scrub 
planting within the green 
infrastructure, particularly 
towards the south and west of 
the site will provide further 
suitable habitat for this species 
during the breeding season. 

 

Slight 
positive 
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Species Habitat Requirements Species Account 
Nature 

Conservation 
Value† 

Characterisation of 
Unmitigated Impact 

Suggested Possible 
Mitigation/ 

Compensation/ 
Enhancements  

Residual 
Impact†† 

Grey heron 

Prefers shallow fresh waters, 
standing or flowing, including 
broad rivers, narrow streams, 
marshes, ditches, canals, and 
fishponds. Feeds chiefly on fish.  

A total of five grey 
herons were observed 
flying over the site on 
the first two survey 
occasions. 

Site 

N/A The inclusion of a wetland 
habitat has the potential to 
attract species such as Grey 
Heron.  

Slight 
positive 

House 
Sparrow 

Often associated with humans, 
will avoid closed or dense 
vegetation, and except for 
seasonal foraging in corn fields 
and other crops, will usually avoid 
open terrain lacking in shrubs, 
trees, and other cover.  

The only account of 
house sparrow was a 
pair flying over the site. 
The buildings within the 
site do provide potential 
nesting habitat. 
However, there was no 
evidence to support that 
the species had bred on 
site. 

Site/Local 

Loss of potential limited 
nesting potential 
through the loss of on 
site buildings.  

 

 

House sparrows tend to occur 
and thrive in areas of human 
settlement, especially once 
combined with an abundance 
of surrounding scrub and trees 
such as that proposed to the 
west of the site. 

The inclusion of nest boxes, in 
the form of sparrow terraces 
would make an ideal and 
positive contribution to the 
breeding of this species on 
site. 

Slight 
positive 

Linnet  

Nests in areas of dense scrub or 
hedgerows. Feeds on small to 
medium sized seeds. Particularly 
dependent on weeds of open 
country and waste ground.  

Three birds were 
recorded on the first 
survey occasion. The 
site is considered to 
provide limited breeding 
opportunities for linnet.  

Local 

The loss of arable field 
compartments will 
remove the majority of 
habitat available to 
linnet.  

Retention of boundary 
hedgerows may continue to 
provide nesting habitat. 

 

Habitat included within the 
green infrastructure will 
provide foraging and breeding 
habitat, once established. The 
site is considered to have the 
potential to provide enough 
habitat to support a small 
number of linnets. 

Negligible 
to slight 
positive 
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Species Habitat Requirements Species Account 
Nature 

Conservation 
Value† 

Characterisation of 
Unmitigated Impact 

Suggested Possible 
Mitigation/ 

Compensation/ 
Enhancements  

Residual 
Impact†† 

Skylark 

Ground nesting birds favouring 
open farmland habitats where 
short, grassy or sparse vegetation 
provides nesting cover and 
foraging opportunities.  

A small number of 
skylark were heard 
singing in the arable 
field compartments 
throughout the three 
survey occasions, 
indicating the presence 
of a small number of 
probable breeding pairs. 

Local 

The complete loss of 
arable habitat will 
remove all usable 
habitats for this species. 

 

 

Due to their requirements for 
open grassland or arable 
fields, it is not possible to 
compensate for the loss of this 
type of habitat on site; 
inevitably skylark will be lost 
as a probable breeding 
species on site. 

 

 

 

Slight 
negative 

Song thrush 

Birds can exist anywhere where 
trees or bushes accompany open 
grassland or patches of dead 
leaves supporting ample 
invertebrates. Will readily take to 
hedgerows, railway embankments 
and small gardens. 

Seen in low numbers on 
every survey, in a range 
of well distributed 
habitats.  

Local 

Temporary loss of some 
well developed scrub 
and hedgerow habitat 
that may have offered 
nesting sites previously. 
However, breeding 
performance is usually 
poor in agricultural 
areas.  

Many aspects of the green 
infrastructure will provide an 
assemblage of important 
feeding and nesting habitats, 
This is likely to increase the 
amount of usable habitat to 
what is currently available. 

 

 

Slight 
positive 
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Species Habitat Requirements Species Account 
Nature 

Conservation 
Value† 

Characterisation of 
Unmitigated Impact 

Suggested Possible 
Mitigation/ 

Compensation/ 
Enhancements  

Residual 
Impact†† 

Starling 

During breeding season will 
concentrate where suitable holes 
are available, either naturally or in 
apertures of buildings. 
Invertebrate food fed to young. 
Forages mainly on the ground in 
open areas of short grass or 
sparse vegetation, e.g. cereal 
stubble, farmyards.  

Four starlings were seen 
flying over-head through 
the centre of the site, on 
one survey occasion. 

 

Site offered foraging, 
and potential nesting 
opportunities, 
particularly within 
mature trees with holes, 
though no evidence of 
breeding was observed. 

Site 

Loss of potential 
foraging opportunities 
available to local 
breeding populations, 
particularly those 
offered by the arable 
fields on site. 

 

 

The inclusion of starling boxes 
would present the species with 
much improved nesting 
opportunities. The wealth of 
managed grassland, and 
gardens will accommodate the 
starlings feeding habits 
especially during breeding 
season. 

The sports field will continue to 
provide foraging opportunities 
to any local breeding 
populations. 

Slight 
positive 

Stock Dove 

Flourishes best along the narrow 
and shifting border between forest 
and open country where mature 
trees with hollows or holes for 
breeding are within easy access 
of fields rich in weed species or 
crop seeds lying on preferably 
bare ground. 

Five stock doves were 
recorded in the south 
west corner of the site 
on the second survey, 
and another two seen in 
the area of hardstanding 
to the east.  

 

A number of mature 
trees provided 
potentially suitable 
nesting habitat. 

Local 

Some loss of suitable 
feeding areas as the 
arable fields currently 
provide seed on which 
the doves will feed on.  

Reduced nesting 
opportunities, as some 
trees on site that 
provide limited nesting 
potential are subject to 
removal. 

Due to the loss of arable 
habitats and mature trees, this 
species is likely to be lost on 
site as a possible breeder. 

 

 
Slight 

negative 
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Species Habitat Requirements Species Account 
Nature 

Conservation 
Value† 

Characterisation of 
Unmitigated Impact 

Suggested Possible 
Mitigation/ 

Compensation/ 
Enhancements  

Residual 
Impact†† 

Swift 

Former nest-sites on crags, sea 
cliffs and in caves have been 
largely replaced by use of 
buildings. Apart from momentary 
contact with water in flight, all 
activity is aerial.  

Roughly 30 swifts were 
seen passing over the 
northern most field 
during the third survey.  

 

These birds were likely 
to be attracted to the site 
by the adjacent sewage 
works likely to be 
providing a good source 
of flying insects which 
this species will feed 
upon. 

 

 

 

Site 

N/A 

 

 

As mentioned surrounding 
feeding habitat exists, and the 
proposal of water-bodies on 
site should boost food 
availability further for local 
breeding populations.  

 

The erection of swift boxes 
would potentially provide 
nesting opportunities that were 
not previously available on 
site. 

 

Slight 
positive 

Whitethroat 

Essentially birds of open scrub 
habitats, whitethroats also breed 
in hedgerows, young coppice and 
young conifer plantations. Open-
canopy scrub, where the bushes 
are interspersed with tall grass in 
the preferred habitat. 

Observed singing 
throughout site 
boundaries on survey 
occasions two and 
three. 

Site/Local 

Small amount of nesting 
habitat maybe lost 
through removal of 
scrub and hedgerow.  

The areas of woodland and 
green corridors will provide 
foraging and nesting 
opportunities upon maturing.  

Slight 
positive 
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Species Habitat Requirements Species Account 
Nature 

Conservation 
Value† 

Characterisation of 
Unmitigated Impact 

Suggested Possible 
Mitigation/ 

Compensation/ 
Enhancements  

Residual 
Impact†† 

Willow warbler 

Breeds in virtually all wooded 
habitats, they favour scrub and 
young woodland, including early 
coniferous and broadleaved 
plantation growth, coppice, alder 
and willow carr and heathland 
where birch tress are invading.  

A single singing male 
was heard to the 
southwest of the site 
adjacent the railway. 

 

Surrounding plantation 
woodland to the south 
west of the site 
boundary is likely to be 
of greater importance 
than those habitats 
present on site.   

 

Site 

The majority of site 
comprising largely of 
arable, is of negligible 
value to the species. 
Some potential suitable 
habitat, including the 
scrub mosaic 
surrounding the 
nurseries in the east of 
the site is to be lost 

Young tree plantations edging 
scrub habitat and grassland 
will create breeding habitat. 
Water bodies, ditches and the 
general mixture of habitats 
that will continue to develop 
will improve food availability 
and diversity. 

Slight 
positive 

Yellowhammer 

Associated with edges of open 
areas of forest and fringing scrub 
of gorse, broom and hawthorn. 
Extends widely across cultivated 
land with hedges, plantations, and 
paths. Feeds mainly on grass 
seeds, invertebrates in the 
breeding season. Feeds wholly on 
the ground by hedges, tracks and 
newly sown fields. 

Yellowhammer were 
consistently recorded in 
small numbers over the 
course of the surveys, 
tending to utilise 
features such as 
hedgerows within the 
central arable area of 
the site. Males were 
frequently heard singing 
and suitable nesting 
habitat does make 
breeding probable. 

Local 

The loss of arable fields   
greatly reduces foraging 
opportunities for these 
largely granivorous 
birds, and although 
suitable nesting habitats 
will remain, the limited 
areas of surrounding 
arable habitat will curtail 
use of the site. 

The proposed habitat creation 
to the south and west of the 
site will provide sufficient 
habitat to support a small 
number of breeding birds, 
especially as it is adjacent to 
Toton Fields LNR, where a 
known population of 
yellowhammers exist. 

 

 

Slight 
negative 

 

† Based upon criteria set out in Table 2 and professional judgement. 

†† Assumes that any suggested or proposed mitigation, compensation or enhancements are undertaken in full.
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5.9 Loss of arable habitat on site cannot be mitigated for within the scheme proposals 

and this will lead to the loss of habitat for skylark and potentially linnet and 

yellowhammer. These species are common and widespread in the wider countryside 

and in Nottinghamshire and arable habitat is abundant in the wider area. During the 

three surveys only 10 skylark Alauda arvensis, 11 yellowhammer Emberiza citronella 

and 3 linnet Carduelis cannabina were recorded within the site. The impact on these 

species is therefore considered to be slight negative.  

5.10 The proposed development will result in a change in the assemblage of species using 

the site. Retained hedgerows will continue to provide shelter, nesting and foraging 

opportunities whilst new woodland and scrub habitats will provide greater nesting and 

foraging opportunities for some species whilst providing enhanced connectivity 

across the site.  

5.11 The inclusion of ponds and marginal vegetation will provide enhancements in 

comparison to the small garden pond to be lost. This may attract further species not 

previously recoded on site, including those listed as S41 NERC Act priority species 

such as reed bunting Emberiza schoenniclus in addition to other NBoCC species 

such as mallard Anas platyrhynchos and coot Fulica atra. 

5.12 Through careful selection of species and design of future habitats the proposed 

development has the potential to offer further foraging and nesting opportunities for 

other species in addition to those already recorded on site. The erection of a mixture 

of nest box types will also provide enhancements for a range of species. 

5.13 All birds, their nests and eggs are protected by law and it is an offence, with certain 

exceptions to intentionally: 

• Kill, injure or take any wild bird; 

• Take damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is in use or being built; 

and 

• Take or destroy the egg of any wild bird. 

5.14 To avoid disturbance to breeding birds, vegetation should be removed prior to the 

bird-breeding season (March to September inclusive).  If this is not possible, 

vegetation will be checked prior to removal by an experienced ecologist.  If active 

nests are found, vegetation will be left untouched and suitably buffered from works 

until all birds have fledged. Specific advice will be provided prior to undertaking the 

clearance. 
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Appendix A: 2010 Breeding Bird Survey Results 

 
 
 

Species Scientific name 
Survey 1 
12.04.10 

Survey 2 
10.05.10 

Survey 3 
10.06.10 

Conservatio
n Status 

Breeding status 

Blackbird Turdus merula 9 17 10 Green list Confirmed 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 1 2 2 Green list Probable 

Black-headed 
Gull 

Larus ridibundus 0 4 1 
Amber list 
NBoCC 

Non-breeder 

Blue Tit Parus caeruleus 8 6 
1 + 3 

Families 
Green list Confirmed 

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula 0 0 1 
Amber list 

 S41 NERC Act 
 NBoCC 

Possible 

Carrion Crow Corvus corone 2 2 3 Green list Possible 

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 4 3 4 Green list Probable 

Chiffchaff 
Phylloscopus 
collybita 

1 0 1 Green list Possible 

Collared Dove 
Streptopelia 
decaocto 

0 2 0 Green list Probable 

Dunnock Prunella modularis 4 8 5 
Amber list 

 S41 NERC Act 
 NBoCC 

Probable 

Goldcrest Regulus regulus 0 0 1 Green list Possible 

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 2 1 1 Green list Probable 

Great Tit Parus major 3 4 
1 + 5 

Families 
Green list Probable 

Greenfinch Carduelis chloris 5 4 5 Green list Probable 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 2 3 0 
Green list 
 NBoCC 

Non-breeder 

House 
Sparrow 

Passer 
Domesticus 

0 0 2 
Red list 

S41 NERC Act 
 NBoCC 

Possible 

Jay 
Garrulus 
glandarius 

2 0 0 Green list Possible 

Linnet 
Carduelis 
cannabina 

3 0 0 
Red list 

 S41 NERC Act 
 NBoCC 

Possible 

Long-tailed Tit 
Aegithalos 
caudatus 

1 2 1 Family Green list Probable 

Magpie Pica pica 12 5 
3 + 1 

Juvenile 
Green list Confirmed 

Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba 1 0 0 Green list Possible 

Robin Erithacus rubecula 7 8 
5 + 1 

Family 
Green list Confirmed 

Skylark Alauda arvensis 1 3 6 
Red list 

 S41 NERC Act 
 NBoCC 

Probable 

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 3 1 1 
Red list 

 S41 NERC Act 
NBoCC 

Possible 

Starling Sturnus vulgaris 0 4 0 
Red list 

S41 NERC Act 
NBoCC 

Possible 

Stock Dove Columba oenas 2 5 0 
Amber list 
 NBoCC 

Possible 

Swift Apus apus 0 0 c.30 
Amber list 
NBoCC 

Non-breeder 

Whitethroat Sylvia communis 0 5 1 
Amber list 
NBoCC 

Probable 

Willow Warbler 
Phylloscopus 
trochilus 

0 1 0 
Amber list 
 NBoCC 

Possible 
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Wood Pigeon 
Columba 
palumbus 

18 30 20 Green list Probable 

Wren  
Troglodytes 
troglodytes 

6 10 10 Green list Confirmed 

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella 4 4 3 
Red list 

S41 NERC Act 
NBoCC 

Probable 

Total No. 
Species 

32 23 24 24   
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