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1. LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL ASSESSMENT 

1.1. Introduction 

1.1.1. HLP were commissioned by Bramcote Unity Park CIC Ltd in March 2019 to 
carry out a landscape and visual character assessment (LVCA) for the 
proposed planning application for land located off Sandy Lane, Bramcote, 
Nottingham. HLP are an interdisciplinary consultancy with in excess of 40 
years experience of architecture, landscape architecture, urban design and 
masterplanning. 

1.1.2. The assessment establishes the landscape character and visual amenity 
baseline situation within both the immediate and wider landscape. This 
records the principle physical elements of the subject site and its context 
within Bramcote and the surrounding area. 

1.1.3. It is understood that the subject site is to be developed in three sections 
including: 

i. Area A - Provision of a new fully accessible public parkland uniting the 
adjacent nature reserves, via a section 106 agreement (Deddington 
plantation) 

ii. Area B - two individual residential properties off Sandy Lane with private 
gardens and associated landscape structure 

iii. Area C - nine individual residential properties off Edenbridge Court with 
private gardens and associated landscape structure. 

1.2. Scope of the report 

1.2.1. The location of the site is illustrated on Figure 1. 

1.2.2. The three sub-areas listed above are illustrated on Figure 5. 
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1.2.3. This LVCA has been prepared as part of the design process preceding the 
submission of the application and will provide baseline information on 
landscape character and the subject site’s visual context that will inform 
detailed design. It is to be considered alongside the design and access 
statement, planning statement, Ecology report , Reptile Report, Arboricultural 1

Survey , Phase 1 Geo-environmental Investigation and Transport Statement, 2

Flood Risk Assessment & Drainage Strategy, Japanese Knotweed Survey.   

1.2.4. The purpose of the assessment is to define the existing or ‘baseline’ 
landscape character and visual context of the subject site. 

1.2.5. The assessment recommends landscape mitigation measures for 
incorporation as part of the overall scheme approach. 

1.3. Study Area  

1.3.1. The GLVIA3 suggests that the study area should cover the geographical area 
from which the development would potentially be visible and that the area 
should be proportionate to the development. 

1.3.2. The study area of the proposed development has been defined through a 
desk based review and site analysis. The study area for the landscape 
assessment is defined as an area extending 2km from the site boundary. The 
zone of theoretical visibility of the proposed development would largely occur 
within 1.2km of the site, which has been adopted as the study area limit. 
Beyond this distance it is anticipated that the proposed development would 
be unlikely to give rise to any significant visual effects. Refer Figure 1, 
Landscape Context. 

1.4. Landscape Assessment Methodology:  

1.4.1. The landscape baseline for the assessment is established by both desk-based 
survey and study area survey in order to identify, describe and classify the 
physical and perceived aspects of the landscape within the defined study 
area. An understanding can then be gained of the individual facets of the 
landscape and the way these interact to form distinct character areas. This 
then allows an assessment to be made of the effects of the proposed 
development, in terms of physical change and change in character. 

 Ecology & Protected Species Report ref. 2018/12/527 dated March 20191

 Pre-development arboricultural survey ref. 140319/RP/SL dated March 20192

N1563 |  Landscape and Visual Assessment   |  11.07.19   |   EK



1.4.2. Refer to Appendix B for a description of the Landscape Assessment 
Methodology adopted by this report. 

1.5. Visual Assessment Methodology:  

1.5.1. The assessment includes a detailed visual analysis that identifies the extent 
and nature of the views into and out of the area. The visual assessment 
includes identification of the location and sensitivity of the visual receptors. 
This will then allow an assessment to be made of the significance of effect of 
the proposed development in terms of visual change.  

1.5.2. Refer to Appendix C for a description of the Visual Assessment Methodology 
adopted by this report. 

1.6. Data Sources  

1.6.1. Baseline data has been gathered from a study of Ordnance Survey (OS) maps, 
aerial photographs, publicly available documents e.g. landscape character 
assessment documents from local authorities within the immediate area and 
national character mapping available form Natural England. 

1.6.2. The discussion and conclusions have been informed by the existing 
landscape assessments listed below: 

i. Character Map of England, Countryside Agency and Natural England; National 
Character Areas (NCA’s); 

ii. Nottinghamshire Landscape Guidelines (Nottinghamshire County Council and 
Countryside Commission). 

1.6.3. A survey of the study area was undertaken during March 2019 by a chartered 
Architect to provide valuable background knowledge on the existing character 
and record views from representative viewpoints. 

1.7. Limitations  

1.7.1. The site visit was conducted during late winter and so a comparison of 
visibility over four seasons or during a wide range of light and weather 
conditions was not possible. However, a winter survey is considered to 
represent the worst case (most visible) survey period. 

1.8. Figures 

• Figure 1 - Landscape Context  

• Figure 2 - Landscape Character 

• Figure 3 - Landscape Designations 
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• Figure 4 - Topography 

• Figure 5 - Viewpoint Location 

• Figure 6 - Viewpoint A 

• Figure 7 - Viewpoints B and C 

• Figure 8 - Viewpoints D and E 

• Figure 9 - Viewpoints F and G 

• Figure 10 - Viewpoints H and I 

• Figure 11 - Viewpoints J and K 

• Figure 12 - Viewpoints L and M 

• Figure 13 - Browtowe Borough Council Diagram 2.11 Erewash to Wollaton Corridor Existing 
Assets 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2. LANDSCAPE CONTEXT 

2.1. Landscape character assessment (LCA)  

2.1.1. LCA is a technique used to identify the combination of elements which make 
a place unique and contribute to its overall character, established by the 
Countryside Agency in the Character Map of England and developed by 
Natural England. 

2.1.2. The hierarchy of landscape character assessments is set out in Diagram 1 and 
illustrated on Figure 2 Landscape Character 

2.2. Natural England’s National Character Area Profile 

2.2.1. At a national level, the National Character Areas (NCA’s) developed by Natural 
England are the key tool for understanding over-riding characteristics of an 
area and they identify key pressures and forces for change.  The site is located 
at the southern tip of NCA 49 Sherwood, and the study area straddles the 
boundary with NCA 38 Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire and Yorkshire Coalfield, 
Character Areas.  

2.2.2. The characteristic features of NCA 49 Sherwood relevant to this study, as 
described by Natural England are:  

i.  A gently rolling landform of low rounded sandstone hills, which principally 
coincide with an outcrop of the Permo-Triassic Sherwood Sandstone 
Group. The sandstone gives rise to well drained, acidic, sandy soils.  
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Diagram 1 - Hierarchy of Landscape Character Assessment



ii. Wooded horizons frame extensive areas of open arable farmland with 
large, geometric fields contained by low, often treeless, hawthorn hedges. 

iii. Woodland is a distinctive feature of the area with a mosaic of broadleaved, 
mixed and coniferous woodlands, including ancient oak wood pasture and 
parkland, and pine plantations. 

iv. The free draining geology and acidic soils support many areas of 
unenclosed lowland heathland and acid grassland often associated with 
the wood pasture areas, but also found on marginal agricultural land, on 
rail and roadsides and on restored colliery sites. 

v. Characteristic building materials are local red sandstone, and red brick 
and pantiles. 

vi. Large country houses, their associated parklands and, in some cases, their 
narrow engineered lakes, are a distinctive feature of this character area. 

vii.The area, especially Sherwood Forest, is intrinsically linked to the 
internationally renowned legend of Robin Hood 

2.2.3. The characteristic features of NCA 38 Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire and 
Yorkshire Coalfields relevant to this study, as described by Natural England 
are: 

i. A complex intermingling of rural and urban, of modern commerce with 
occasional industrial dereliction, the whole creating a mosaic of 
disparate land uses with fragmented semi-natural habitats dispersed 
throughout; 

ii. The patchy occurrence of semi-natural broadleaved woodland; 

iii. Mature oak trees are often associated with older field boundaries; 

iv. Where topography dictates, the lanes are often winding with irregular 
width verges. These historic lanes retain a distinctive rural character; 

v. A strong cultural identity arising from a history of coal mining, steel 
making and other heavy industry which resulted from the close 
relationship between underlying geology and resource availability, 
notably water power, iron ore and coal; 

vi. The landscape is rich in industrial archaeology; industrial remains 
include bell-pits, colliery spoil, old railways and tramways, canals and 
bridges. 
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2.3. County and Local Character 

2.3.1. At a county level, Regional Character Areas (RCA’s) have been defined by 
Nottinghamshire County Council. While these relate to the NCA’s they do not 
have exactly the same boundaries. The RCA’s are further divided into Draft 
Policy Zones (DPZ’s). The key characteristics and recommendations set out in 
the Policy Zones inform what changes could occur which would retain or 
enhance the landscape character and what is likely to alter or be detrimental 
to the landscape character. 

2.3.2. The study area is located near the urban boundary of Nottingham and 
Bramcote. The site itself does not fall within a specific DPZ, although it is 
located equidistant from the following: 

i. SH60 - Beeston and Stapleford Urban Fringe; 

ii. SH61 - Bramcote Wooded Hills; 

iii. SH62 - Wollaton Parkland. 

2.3.3. The location of the surrounding character areas are located in Figure 2. 

2.3.4. The subject site is the most characteristic of RCA of ‘Sherwood’/Policy Zone 61 
‘Bramcote Wooded Hills’. The characteristic features of DPZ 61 relevant to this 
study, as described by the Policy Zone are:  

i. Strongly undulating landform which is steep in places. Areas of artificially 
raised landform have been created as consequence of mining activities. 
The three hills of Burnt, Bramcote and Stapleford are prominent 
features within the landscape;  

ii. There are few hydrological features within the area 

iii. The area has an urban fringe character due to enclosure by modern 
built development and the presence of prominent large leisure and 
educational facilities 

iv. Land use is primarily publicly accessible open space created from the 
restoration of the former workings. Other large areas of land are 
privately accessible in association with educational establishments. This 
includes playing fields, play grounds and sports pitches  

v. The area is well wooded with the ridges of the three hills: Burnt, 
Bramcote and Stapleford all containing woodland  
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vi. Built development is primarily modern, however development within 
Bramcote is more traditional red brick vernacular with winding roads 
and a sandstone church 

vii. The three prominent hills create an enclosed character with views up to 
the wooded sides. The hills themselves are prominent features viewed 
from the surrounding landscape 

viii. The summit of the hills afford long views over the surrounding 
landscape, with Stapleford Hill in particular providing a good vantage 
point  

2.3.5. As seen from the above, items v, vii & viii particularly reflect some of the 
aspects of the site and its context. 

2.4. Landscape Condition Established by SH 61 

2.4.1. Landscape Condition: a three point scale was used to make judgements: Good, 
Moderate and Poor.  A judgement is made by consideration of state or intactness 
of landscape features, elements and characteristics and how these combine to 
inform a positive visual impression. This includes elements such as hedgerows, 
woodlands, field pattern, urban influences, infrastructure and restored landscapes. 
Judgements of condition are made as to how identified characteristics positively 
influence the appearance of the landscape. 

2.4.2. The Landscape Condition of SH 61 is defined as Moderate.  

i. The DPZ is heavily surrounded by urban development comprising 
residential houses and large public buildings including schools and a 
leisure centre. Industrial influences associated with the coal industry are 
clearly imprinted on the landscape through mining settlements and 
associated spoil heaps. In areas where restoration has been undertaken 
these artificial landforms have begun to blend into the landscape, 
softened by woodland planting. Those which are newly planted are 
obvious manmade features.  

ii. Leisure and education are the primary land uses within the DPZ. Areas 
of formal and informal public open space are characteristic. Playing 
fields are common, associated with educational facilities and areas of 
publicly accessible recreational space.  

iii. Agricultural land uses are limited to the edges of the DPZ. Fields are 
small geometric pockets of arable farmland bounded by hedgerows and 
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hedgerow trees. The original field pattern and rural settlement pattern 
has been largely altered by mining development.  

iv. Woodland is frequently dispersed throughout the DPZ. The three hills of 
Burnt, Bramcote and Stapleford are well wooded providing an enclosed 
feel from lower ground with views up to the wooded ridge lines.  

v. As restoration of the former coal mines continues the woodland 
coverage within the area will continue to establish and increase.  

vi. Restoration of former workings has reduced the effect of these 
industrial features on the landscape however, where restoration is still 
to commence or is newly planted the effects are still apparent. The 
condition of this DPZ will continue to improve as the landscape matures.  

2.4.3. A coherent area with a coherent functional integrity gives a moderate 
landscape condition. 

2.4.4. The above item iv reflects some of the aspects of the site’s context 

2.5. Landscape Sensitivity Established by SH 61 

2.5.1. Strength of Character / Landscape Sensitivity: A three point scale was been used to 
make judgment as to strength of character: Strong, Moderate and Weak (High, 
Moderate and Low).  This is determined by a range of criteria including: 

i. An assessment of how characteristic features and elements combine to form a 
sense of place; 

ii. How distinctive and recognisable are the pattern of elements that make up the 
character, including both positive and negative elements;  

iii. Presence and quantity of distinctive features; and  

iv. Identification of landscapes containing historic patterns and features which may 
have declined or become fragmented thereby weakening character but which 
could be reinstated. 

2.5.2. The Landscape Sensitivity of SH 61 is defined as Moderate. 

i. From low ground the three prominent hills screen views and give an 
enclosed feel, however, views from the summit of the hills are longer 
across agricultural land and urban settlement. The hills form a backdrop 
to views from adjacent DPZs.  

ii. The influences of former mining activities form a distinctive feature and 
the woodland component within the landscape is well managed. The 
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wooded hills of Bramcote, Stapleford and Beeston represent prominent 
features within the landscape. However, the sprawling modern 
residential development and large educational facilities weaken its sense 
of place 

2.5.3. A moderate sense of place and a moderate visibility leads to a moderate 
landscape sensitivity overall. 

N1563 |  Landscape and Visual Assessment   |  11.07.19   |   EK



3. LANDSCAPE ASSESSMENT 

3.1. Characteristics of the subject site 

3.1.1. The subject site has been divided into three parcels for ease in description, A, 
B & C. 

3.1.2. The subject site and immediate surrounding area forms part of the 
prominent wooded feature of Bramcote Ridgeline that acts as a separation 
between the urban residential development to the north and south. The ridge 
forms a continuous wooded landmark between Stapleford Hill and Lenton 
Abbey that is visible from the surrounding urban landscape. 

3.1.3. The site lies to the south of Appledore Avenue and cul-de-sac streets that 
lead off it, and to the north of Sandgate and Markham Road, between 
Alexandrina Plantation Local Nature Reserve (LNR) to the west and Sandy 
Lane Public Open Space LNR to the south and east. 

3.2. Aspect, Topography and Levels 

3.2.1. The site lies between the 50m and 75m contours. The land slopes down to 
houses to both the north and south but has a predominantly north/north-
easterly aspect, refer Figure 4. 

3.2.2. At its highest point, immediately south of the enclave of houses located off 
Sandy Lane, the site area B lies approximately +72m AOD, falling to 
approximately +48.5m AOD at the gateway to Kingsdown Mount at the 
subject site’s north-east corner.  

3.2.3. The landform of the wider study area is undulating. To the north, levels gently 
fall to +40 AOD following the alignment of Wollaton Vale.  To the east at 
Wollaton Hall, ground levels rise to +64 AOD. To the south, levels undulate 
and rise to +70m AOD at Beeston Fields Drive and to +107m AOD at 
Bramcote Hills to the west. 

3.3. Geology and Hydrology 

3.3.1. The underlying substrate is Bunter Sandstone with well drained and coarse 
loamy soils ‘with a slightly acid average pH of 5.0 and, due to the minimal 
disturbance, a deep hummus layer’ . 3

3.3.2. Rainfall infiltrates into the porous bedrock. No waterbodies exist in the site 
and there is no evidence of standing water. 

 Alexandrina Plantation and Sandy Lane Local Nature Reserves Management Plan 2019-2024, March 20193
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3.4. Boundaries 

3.4.1. The subject site has a residential edge on its north boundary formed by 
fences and maintained hedges of rear boundaries to the houses, and 
concrete post chain link fencing at the head of each cul-de-sac maintained by 
the subject site owner. The western boundary is formed by Sandy Lane and is 
defined by a tall chain link fence, dilapidated/vandalised in part, and tarmac 
bridleway. Tall close boarded timber fences form the rear boundary to houses 
and gardens off Sandy Lane. The eastern boundary is again defined by a tall 
chain link fence, dilapidated/vandalised in part, and footpath linking north to 
Kingsdown Mount. 

3.4.2. Boundaries around the enclave of houses outside the site at the western end 
partly run undefined through woodland, and partly tall timber fencing with 
sections of conifer (leyland cypress) and hawthorn hedges. 

3.4.3. The southern boundary runs undefined through woodland and open rough 
grassland. There are remnants of a former fence (vandalised and cut back) 
and a ditch. 

3.5. Public Rights of Way and Other Access 

3.5.1. A number of public rights of way (PRoW) are located within the wider study 
area linking settlements with recreation routes, refer to Figure 3. Of note is 
Bridleway BW 33  which follows the western Sandy Lane boundary with 
Alexandrina Plantation.  Beeston footpath FP 82 runs south of the site to link 
with the subject site’s boundary at its north-east corner, continuing eastwards 
to Wollaton Hall. BW33 and FP 82 form part of the regional Robin Hood Trail. 

3.5.2. The subject site has no legal public access. Numerous informal paths criss-
cross it. (see Section 3.7.15) 

3.6. Land Cover and Habitats 

3.6.1. Refer Figures 1 & 3; The dominant land use within the study area is urban 
edge development, with agriculture and woodland dominant in the western 
section. Woodland in the locality is mainly located on Bramcote Ridge, 
Bramcote Hills, Stapleford Hill and Wollaton Park. The extent of woodland 
cover provides an enclosed character in certain locations and provides 
separation between different compartments of urban built form.  

3.6.2. Parts of the subject site comprises acid oak-birch woodland mosaic and acid 
grassland character in common with Alexandrina Plantation and Sandy Lane 
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LNRs. It has evidence of largely natural regeneration and is rare in the urban 
landscape4.   

3.6.3. Area C sits at lower levels, at the boundary with houses leading south from 
Appledore Avenue, and comprises young woodland mosaic with scrub 
species including scrub understorey. 

3.6.4. In terms of diversity of woodland species and woodland structure, broad-
leaved woodland within the subject site is poor .  4

3.6.5. However the site contains a diverse range of wildlife habitats and for shelter 
and foraging and the acid-oak-birch woodland is a habitat of importance in 
Nottinghamshire’s Biodiversity Action Plan and is considered of local nature 
conservation interest. The subject site supports semi-natural habitats 
comprising characteristic sandstone plant communities, which is typical of the 
underlying geology4.  

3.6.6. There is an encroachment of scrub and other aggressive species e.g. bramble, 
nettle, rosebay willowherb and bracken and a large presence of Japanese 
Knotweed in two locations. 

3.6.7. Area A of the site forms a continuous visual and natural link between 
Alexandrina Plantation and Sandy Lane LNR. 

3.6.8. Area B of the site includes habitats of low or no nature conservation 
importance. It is dominated by a significant, dense stand of Japanese 
Knotweed and scrub5. No notable tall trees are located in this area; the trees 
present are young to semi-mature, mainly self-set intermittent scrub trees . 5

3.6.9. Area C includes scattered trees, scrub and dense bracken, of low nature 
conservation importance5  

3.7. Designations within 2km of the subject site area: 

3.7.1. Refer Figure 3. Three statutorily designated Local Nature Reserves (LNRs) are 
located within 1.2km of the subject site boundary:  

i. Alexandrina Plantation, immediately to the west east (also designated as 
a Local Wildlife Site (LWS))  - Bunter Sandstone, dry acid soils, woodland 
mosaic including grassland and scrub; well-established and locally 
significant visual focal point. The main woodland area dates from 

 Report of an ecology & protected species survey, site off Sandy Lane, Bramcote, Nottingham, ref. 4

2018/12/527, March 2019

 Pre-development arboricultural survey ref. 140319/RP/SL dated March 20195
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between 1836-1880 possibly to commemorate the marriage of Edward 
VII to Princess Alexandra in 1863 . 6

ii. Sandy Lane LNR, immediately to the south and east - woodland, 
grassland and scrub  

iii. Bramcote Hills Park, 1.1km to the west - parkland, woodland; dry acid 
soils, woodland mosaic dominated by oak and birch. 

3.7.2. Four non-statutory designated Local Wildlife Sites are located within 1.2Km of 
the subject site boundary:  

i. Alexandrina Plantation as above 

ii. Sandy Lane as above 

iii. Bramcote Moor Grassland, 1km to the west - neutral grassland;  

iv. Wollaton Park, 600m to the east - large city park incorporating wetland 
and aquatic communities and acid grassland 

3.7.3. Conservation areas 

i. Bramcote Conservation Area located  700m to the south west of the 
site. 

ii. Wollaton Conservation Area located 1.1km north of the site. 

3.7.4. Listed buildings and structures: 

i. Grade 1 listed building: Wollaton Hall 

ii. Grade 2 and 2* listed buildings & structures:  

a. 14no in the area covering Wollaton Park/Beeston Lodge/Lenton 
Abbey 

b. 12no in Bramcote Conservation Area 

c. 12no in Wollaton Conservation Area 

3.7.5.Please refer to Chapter 3 of the planning statement accompanying this   
application. 

3.7.6.Broxtowe Green Infrastructure Strategy 2015-2030 

i. Green Infrastructure corridor 2.11 Erewash to Wollaton Corridor extends 
from the western edge of Stapleford, through Bramcote to the northern 
edge of Beeston, including Alexandrina Plantation LNR and Sandy Lane 
LNR, refer Figure 13.  

 Alexandrina Plantation and Sandy Lane Local Nature Reserves Management Plan 2019-2024, March 20196
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3.7.7. Summary of Landscape Character 

3.7.8. The characteristics of site and study area are compatible with the description 
of SH61 Bramcote Wooded Hills which is of moderate landscape sensitivity - a 
landscape of reasonably positive character with valued characteristics, 
reasonably tolerant of change. 

3.7.9. Perceptual Aspects - The site is located within Nottingham’s urban fringe, 
bound by established residential settlement areas to the north and south. It 
forms part of the Bramcote Ridge, provides wooded separation between two 
residential areas and is seen as a prominent feature within the landscape.  

3.7.10. Scenic Quality - Bramcote Ridge is a prominent visible feature in the wider 
area. The character of the ridge is of an unbroken wooded horizon, 
comprising trees in Alexandrina Plantation Local Nature Reserve (LNR) to the 
west and Sandy Lane Public Open Space LNR to the south and east. Site area 
B is located at the crest of the ridge at approximately +72m AOD, however no 
notable tall trees are located in this section of site is therefore unlikely to 
contribute to the existing wooded horizon. 

3.7.11. Representativeness - The wooded sections of the subject site and mature 
trees/tree groups, in particular in the central corridor, site area A, are 
representative of the Bramcote Ridge 

3.7.12. Landscape Quality - Overall the site is in good condition  

i. Land parcel A is dominated by mature mosaic woodland on dry acid 
soils which is of ecological importance in the local landscape 
character. A large stand of Japanese Knotweed exists in a low bowl 
within the landform. 

ii. Land parcel B is dominated by an aggressive Japanese Knotweed 
which creates pressure on the natural habitats that have evolved on 
Bramcote Ridge, which may spread onto private land and the adjacent 
nature reserves and is subject to treatment proposals separate to this 
assessment. No notable tall trees are located in this area. 

iii. Land parcel C includes scattered trees, scrub and dense bracken, of 
low nature conservation importance. 

3.7.13. Conservation Interests - When considered as part of the larger green corridor 
between Trowell and Wollaton, the area represents a broad wildlife corridor 
for species migration through the site between urban and rural areas. 
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3.7.14. Rarity - there are no landscape elements within the site which are considered 
to be rare. The constituent elements are replicated throughout the Bramcote 
Ridge area. 

3.7.15. Recreational Value - The subject site is privately owned and there is no legal 
public access. Existing Highways Act Section 31/6 declarations to this effect 
have been consistently maintained and are currently applied to the subject 
site.  A number of PRoW provide high recreational value to the land 
surrounding the subject site and the wider Study Area. Footpaths FP82 and 
BW33 and their boundaries are components of Nottinghams Greenways 
network linking urban and rural landscape. Green Infrastructure corridor 2.11 
‘Erewash to Wollaton Corridor’ established by Broxtowe Borough Council is 
shown to cross part of the subject site. 

3.7.16. Associations - No specific cultural or literary associations of the subject site 
have been identified 

3.7.17. The key determinant in identifying landscape value are Protected Open Areas 
and Prominent Areas for Special Protection designations.  Please refer to 
Chapter 3 of the planning statement accompanying this application. 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4. VISUAL ASSESSMENT 

4.1. Viewpoints 

4.1.1. The zone of theoretical visibility of the subject site would largely extend to a 
1.2km radius of the site, which has been adopted as the study area limit. 
Beyond this distance it is anticipated that any proposed development would 
not give rise to significant landscape or visual effects. 

4.1.2. The subject site has been divided into three parcels for ease in description, A, 
B & C 

4.1.3. The visibility of the proposed development subject site is explored using a 
series of representative viewpoints from nearby properties, roads and 
footpaths located on Figure 5. Although some of the views represent views 
from specific receptors, the viewpoints seek to represent the maximum 
potential visibility of the subject site and proposed future development. 

4.2. Figures 4 - 9 illustrate the representative photographic viewpoints: 

4.2.1. Viewpoint A, B and C (Figures 6 & 7) is looking south-west from Wollaton 
Hall and grounds, representative of views from the listed buildings, their 
grounds and from the Robin Hood Trail PRoW that passes through the 
grounds. The study site is hidden from view by foreground woodland located 
within the grounds of the Hall. 

4.2.2. Viewpoint D (Figure 8). Looking north from Hillside Road at Ullswater 
Crescent, this view represents views of road users and from properties, 
particularly those on Hillside Road and oblique views from existing houses on 
adjacent streets. 

4.2.3. Viewpoint E (Figure 8) is looking northwest along Cow Lane as it descends 
Bramcote Conservation Area. Glimpsed views are possible of site area B on 
the horizon. This view represents road users.  

4.2.4. Viewpoint F (Figure 9) represents road users on Derby Road (A52) travelling 
east towards Wollaton. Glimpsed views of site area B on the horizon. 

4.2.5. Viewpoint G (Figure 9) is looking south towards the site from Bramcote Lane 
at its junction with Glenwood Avenue. It represents road users and views 
from the existing housing area. The woodland section of site area A is visible. 
Site areas B & C are screened from view by adjacent vegetation. 

4.2.6. Viewpoint H (Figure 10) is looking south-east on Grangewood Road at the 
junction with Benington Drive. It represents views from existing houses and 
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road users. Bramcote Ridge forms the wooded backdrop to the housing 
neighbourhood. The woodland section os site area A contributes to the 
wooded horizon. 

4.2.7. Viewpoint I (Figure 10). Looking south-east on Woodbank Drive at Cransley 
Avenue, the woodland of area A is visible above the roofline. Area B is 
screened from view by the houses. The view is representative of views from 
the existing houses and road users. 

4.2.8. Viewpoint J (Figure 11) is looking south-west along Sheraton Drive at the 
junction with Parkside and is representative of views from houses and road 
users. The woodland of area A is highly visible. Trees within area B contribute 
to the wooded horizon. Area C is visible above the rooftops of existing 
houses. 

4.2.9. Viewpoint K (Figure 11). Looking west along Woodbank Drive at Wollaton 
Vale, this view represents walkers on the Robin Hood Trail walking west, and 
of road users. The woodland section of area A is visible above the roofline of 
existing houses. Glimpsed views are possible of area C. 

4.2.10. Viewpoint L (Figure 12) is looking south towards the site boundary at the 
proposed vehicular access on Edenbridge Close. It represents road users and 
oblique views from the existing houses. Views of site comprise a mixed 
hedged boundary backed by young broadleaved self-set trees in open 
character. Landform rises gently up from Edenbridge Close. 

4.2.11. Viewpoint M (Figure 2) is looking south towards the site located behind 
single storey houses on Ashford Rise. Views represent road users and views 
from the rear of properties. The tree canopy, including some mature tall trees 
up to 20m, forms a dense backdrop to the existing houses. 

4.3. Interactions between the Site and Visual Receptors 

4.3.1. Refer to Table 1 - Visual Assessment Schedule for description of the 
interaction between the subject site and visual receptors 

4.3.2. Locally designated areas 

i. Due to the distance and limited inter-visibility between the site and the 
Draft Policy Zones, the following DPZs are not considered further as part 
of this visual assessment: 

• SH60 - Beeston and Stapleford Urban Fringe; 

• SH61 - Bramcote Wooded Hills. 
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ii. There is very low potential inter-visibility between the site and SH62 - 
Wollaton Parkland. 

iii. Due to landform and foreground vegetation there is very limited inter-
visibility between the site and Bramcote Conservation Area. 

4.4. Summary of the Visual Baseline 

4.4.1. Due to the landform of the subject site, it has a broad visual envelope with a 
radius of approximately 1.2km. Long distant views of the site from a greater 
distance are shielded by a combination of landform, buildings and trees in the 
foreground of all views. 

4.4.2. The site forms part of the Bramcote Ridge, providing wooded separation 
between two residential areas and is seen as a prominent feature within the 
urban landscape. 

4.4.3. The wooded horizon comprises trees immediately south of the subject site in 
Sandy Lane LNR and the coniferous hedge located within the enclave of 
housing off Sandy Lane. Area B is located at the top of the ridge and treatment 
proposals for Japanese Knotweed are assumed to effect trees within this area. 
However, no notable trees are located in Area B and the existing tree canopy 
is unlikely to contribute to the tree canopy visible on the horizon. 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5. PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT  

5.1. The landscape and visual assessment has had regard to the existing and 
emerging national and local planning policy context relevant to potential 
visual impact to the subject site and its setting. For specific details of the 
planning policy context, please refer to the Planning Statement prepared by 
Geoff Prince Associates 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6. RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1. Any proposed works to the existing woodland mosaic during the creation of 
an open space linking Alexandrina Plantation and Sandy Lane Local Nature 
Reserves should be guided by the existing Management Plan 2019-2024, 
including access and interpretation and species choice where appropriate, to 
ensure that the inherent landscape character is conserved. 

6.2. Proposed works at ground level including creation of footpaths and 
recreation opportunities will not be visible from adjacent housing areas due 
to the level of existing and proposed tree cover on site. 

6.3. Enhance the landscape heritage/character within the landscape by ensuring 
that the restoration scheme includes suitable interpretation relating to the 
study area’s past. 

6.4. The Ridge has the capacity and characteristics to accommodate some 
appropriate development provided that proposals do not compromise the 
integrity and appearance of Bramcote Ridge or change the representative 
landscape features including the wooded horizon.  

6.5. Protect key views - Indirect effects on landscape character beyond the site 
boundary would be dependent on inter-visibility with the development 

6.6. Areas on the site which can accommodate development include to the rear of 
dwellings at the end of the cul-de-sacs, and to the rear of houses on Sandy 
Lane due to the limited visibility as a result of extensive tree / landscape 
screening. 

6.6.1. Retain the character of the site boundaries including views into the site from 
adjacent streets and properties. Include mitigation planting to mature over 
time to screen & enhance boundary vegetation. 

6.6.2. Ensure a continuous connection of wooded horizon (tree/planted landscaped 
areas) are retained across the subject site. 

6.7. In terms of physical change, Area A is characterised by native woodland and 
links closely to the adjacent LNRs. Area B represents the highpoint to the 
subject site and the tree canopy within this parcel is unlikely to contribute to 
the wooded horizon of Bramcote Ridge. Mitigation tree planting will be 
required by additional tree planting following removal of the Japanese 
Knotweed. Area C is contained by the existing residential neighbourhood of 
Appledore Avenue, and the houses, dense vegetation and existing woodland 
belts in adjacent areas visually screen Area C from mid and long distant views. 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7. RECOMMENDATIONS 

7.1. The woodland and retention of the existing trees within the subject site will 
provide a significant and demonstrable degree of screening for the proposed 
enabling development as well as conserving any wildlife benefits of the 
mature woodland. Further tree planting will create an enhanced ‘soft’ setting 
for the built development and enhance the sense of place. 

7.2. As part of the design development process, this assessment should inform 
the design proposals for the master plan and landscape strategy, to assist in 
reducing any adverse effects, creating a positive environmental setting for the 
community park and proposed enabling development. 

7.3. The newly created Bramcote Unity CIC Ltd, in conjunction with the adjoining 
landowners, is in a position to co-ordinate a landscape strategy including 
enhancement of local biodiversity. 
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APPENDICES 

A. Appendix A:  Terminology / Glossary of Terms 

1. The Study Area:  

The Study Area for the assessment of the landscape and visual impacts is 
defined by the zone of theoretical visibility (ZTV).   

2. Landscape  

Consideration of those physical components that together form the 
appearance of land, including its shapes, colours and textures.  Landscape 
also reflects the way in which these various components combine to create 
distinctive landscape character, particular to specific localities.  

3. Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV)      

The area within which views of the proposed scheme may be obtained, partly 
determining the extent of the study area.  The extent of the ZTV is 
determined by many factors, including topography and intermediate visual 
intrusions such as hedges, buildings and blocks of woodland which create 
areas of visual ‘dead ground’.       

4. Landscape Character Area (LCA’s)      

Landscape Character Areas (LCA’s) are areas of homogenous landscape 
character.  Typical landscape components defining character include 
landform, land cover, vegetation, settlement pattern, remoteness and degree 
of tranquility.       

5. Regional Character Areas (RCA’s)       

Regional Character Areas (RCA’s) have been defined by Derbyshire County 
Council. These related to the NCA’s and follow the same boundaries within 
the county line. They are sub-divided into Landscape Types. The key 
characteristics and recommendations set out in the Landscape Type 
description inform what changes could occur which would retain or enhance 
the landscape character and what is likely to alter or be detrimental to the 
landscape character.      

6. Visual Receptors     

People who can achieve key viewpoints, which are within the ZTV and occur 
from publicly accessible roads, footpaths and other open spaces are 
identified.  Individual visual receptors groups (eg local residents, walkers on 
public footpaths, business employees, passing motorists and train 
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passengers) within the ZTV are also identified and categorised in terms of 
their sensitivity to visual change eg local residents, walkers on public 
footpaths, business employees, passing motorists and train passengers.     

7. Baseline Conditions    

The baseline landscape and visual conditions were assessed through both 
desk and study area appraisal.      
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Appendix B:    Landscape Assessment Methodology       

1. Landscape Character     

This is defined by the distinct and recognisable combination of elements that 
occur consistently in a landscape and make its character unique to the 
people who both live in or visit the area.  Characterisation involves assessing 
the combined elements of a landscape that contribute to the overall 
character of an area and make its character distinctive to areas adjacent to it 
include landscape, biodiversity, geo-diversity and cultural and economic 
activity.       

2. Sensitivity of the Landscape Resource      

The sensitivity of the landscape to change is the degree to which a particular 
landscape type or area can accommodate changes or new features without 
unacceptable detrimental effects to its character. Criteria will include:      

• Distinctiveness of existing character and quality     

• The vulnerability of the combined elements of the landscape that 
contribute to its character      

• The nature of the predicted impacts and degree of change/the ability of 
the landscape to accommodate that change     

• The significance of the landscape resource in a national, regional and 
local context.     

Table B.1: The table below outlines the criteria that is applied in this assessment for 
the sensitivity of the landscape resource:      
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TABLE B.1: Landscape Sensitivity Classification

High Landscape areas with particularly distinctive or positive 
character or with valued landscape features susceptible to 
relatively small change

Medium Landscape areas with reasonably positive character/valued 
characteristics but with evidence of degradation of the 
character. Reasonably tolerant of change.

Low Landscape areas with  a weak character or relatively few 
features of value, the nature of which if potentially tolerant 
of significant change.



Appendix C: Visual Assessment Methodology       

1. Sensitivity of Visual Receptors        

2. The sensitivity of visual receptors and view is dependent on:     

2.1. The location and context of the viewpoint;       

2.2. The occupation/activity and expectation of the receptor;     

2.3. The period of exposure to the view;      

2.4. Recognition of the value attached to particular views, i.e. heritage assets, 
planning designations, literature reference, etc.      

3. Within the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) a number of visual receptor 
groups of differing sensitivity are identified.       

Table C.1:  The table below outlines the criteria that is applied in this assessment for 
the sensitivity of visual receptors:
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Visual Sensitivity Classification

High Sensitivity · Communities where the development results in changes in the 
landscape setting or valued views enjoyed by the community; 

· Occupiers of residential properties with views affected by the 
development  

· Users of outdoor recreation facilities including public rights of 
way/bridleways whose attention or interest may be focused on 
the landscape; 

· Visitors to heritage sites or attractions where the view is 
important to the experience

Medium Sensitivity · Distant residential locations from which the subject site forms 
a minor part of the panorama 

· Users of distant public rights of way from which the site forms 
a minor part of the panorama 

· Vehicle travelers on the road or rail network

Low Sensitivity · People at their place of work or engaged in similar activities 

· People engaged in outdoor sport which does not depend on 
appreciation of landscape views.


