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This could be either a through route or cul-de-sac, 
with a more private character. 

An intimate enclosed space, defined largely by the 
buildings themselves. Private frontages and public 
areas are demarcated.

The space is unified by the style of buildings and 
use of materials, and there is a strong sense of 
place. Pedestrians take priority, and car parking 
may be kept out of the way.

Mews
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Street Section

Density 52.2 dpHa
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These are the minor routes, generally on the 
periphery of the development.

They are relaxed and open with a rural feel.

The houses may be eclectic and irregularly spaced 
and orientated. There is opportunity for shared 
surfaces; surface materials may vary, and the lane 
may morph in with private driveways. 

Lane

Block Plan

Country Lane

Street Section

Density 32.6 dpHa

Street section

10-15m

5
m



4.4.4 Car Parking

The scheme provides a mix of parking solutions 
which serves to enhance the variety of character 
areas across the site:

Parking between buildings

Parking between buildings allows cars to be 
hidden to avoid them dominating the street scene. 
Where parking is between buildings, dwellings will 
generally be positioned closer to the highway.

Frontage parking

Frontage parking can be used in areas where 
frontages are less conspicuous or where there is 
a desire to have building frontages set back from 
the carriageway. Where front parking is used, soft 
landscaping should be incorporated to avoid large 
areas of unbroken hard surfacing.

Grouped parking

It may be appropriate to have grouped parking 
where buildings are arranged in a more formal 
courtyard setting. Here parking should be well 
overlooked and the use of soft landscaping 
considered to avoid large areas of hard surfacing.
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Frontage parking—space efficient, 
encourages a regular building line 

Variety in parking strategies—reduces 
the impact of parking on the streetscene 
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4.5 Green & Blue Infrastructure
4.5.1 Green Infrastructure

A series of green infrastructure corridors are 
provided throughout the proposed development 
linking to the surrounding infrastructure network, 
built and natural environments. A number of 
trees and hedgerows, particularly around the 
periphery of the site, should be retained. The 
green infrastructure can be augmented by new 
planting within the site.

These green infrastructure routes provide 
pedestrian and cycle only access as well 
as wildlife connectivity to Boundary Brook 
(including the trim trail), Pit Lane Wildlife Site, 
Nottingham Canal and Erewash Valley Trail. They 
are not simply a means of accessing the wider 
environment however but can be used for their 
own special qualities. The proposed green 
infrastructure routes will enable residents 
to journey around the site, promote 
mindfulness and create a more 
attractive place to live.

4.5.2 Blue Infrastructure

Boundary Brook which forms part of the site’s 
north-west border, the pond in the west corner 
and the existing drainage ditch, should be 
retained. They should be supplemented by 
sustainable drainage features.
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4.5.3 Landscape Strategy

The scheme has been developed with a clear 
hierarchy of street types. The development areas 
are complemented by a series of planting strategies 
using a disciplined palette of plants. This will promote 
way-finding, create local distinctiveness and support 
the hierarchy of routes and spaces.

The principal open spaces in the site are:

• the green containing the dry detention basin at 
the site entrance;

• the open space adjacent to the east corner of 
the crematorium; 

• the green buffer between the development 
and the crematorium, which will ensure that 
the tranquil setting of the crematorium is not 
compromised;

• the green corridor which connects the 
crematorium boundary and the flood plain;

• the Boundary Brook flood plain—the existing 
buffer with the field to the north which includes 
the brook and a number of mature trees, and will 
be augmented  by new planting, a play area 
and a dry detention basin;

• the mature wooded south-west boundary which is 
the foot of Stapleford Hill Wood and which affords 
access into the Local Nature Reserve.

Each area adopts an individual approach to 
planting to create identity, integrate public open 
space, and provide safe alternatives for movement 
and recreation. A hierarchy of tree, shrub and 
buffer planting defines the type and scale of space 
to promote a place for both safe movement and 
recreation. There will be provision for structured 
and informal recreation, areas for quiet gathering, 
opportunities for shelter and water features. The 
principal open spaces will be soft in character and 
incorporate boardwalks or gravel paths.

There are also two principal landscape buffers which 
will be largely in the private realm: a new planted 
buffer against the railway on the north boundary, and 
on the south boundaries the existing planted buffer 
with the crematorium which may be augmented as 
necessary. 

Co-ordinated street furniture, lighting and paving 
details will create continuity and identifiable 
hierarchy along the pedestrian routes.

There will be opportunity for generous shrub and grass 
planting and the use of semi-mature trees at various 
locations.

The Erewash to Wollaton Green Corridor, which is 
identified in Broxtowe Borough Council’s Green 
Infrastructure Strategy, passes along the Boundary 
Brook flood plain, across the site by means of 
the existing hedge and proceeds east along the 
crematorium’s north boundary. A key aim of the 
landscape strategy is to preserve and enhance this 
green corridor.

The green nature of the site and its landscaped routes 
will increase biodiversity whilst providing a resource 
for recreation and education. 

Currently the site has some significant ecological 
features plus an amount of dense overgrowth of 
low value. The scheme wil retain and augment the 
valuable features and introduce new landscape 
elements, resulting in a net gain in ecological value. 

4.5.4 Recreation Area

An informal recreation area, such as a trim trail, would 
be appropriate to the semi-rural character of the site. 
This could be arranged along the flood plain and the 
crematorium buffer in order to encourage the use of 
the Wollaton Green Corridor.

Green circulation route

Park formed around a dry detention basin

Informal recreation area



4.6 Views & Focal Points
In the design of a detailed scheme 
consideration should be given to:

• focal points such as buildings and 
other features within the site which will 
enrich the experience of travelling 
through the site

• views from the site outwards to the 
woodland and open countryside.

Dwellings generally should face outwards 
where appropriate to take full advantage 
of views out of the site. 

Where a dwelling turns a corner or has 
dual elevations to the public realm, each 
public elevation should be  fenestrated.
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Views & Focal Points Plan  
(not to scale)
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Key focal point building

Dwelling facing outwards/ 
side aspect

Views out of the site



Views

The detailed masterplan should create focal 
points within the development and provide 
views outwards from the development, and 
there is opportunity to create vistas within the 
site. 

Key views out of the site are:

• the view to the north-west over the uphill 
countryside, including the landmarks of 
Swancar canal bridge and Swancar Farm

• the views of Stapleford Hill Wood on the 
south-west boundary. Due to the slope 
of the terrain, this wooded hillside will be 
a prominent feature when viewed from 
much of the site.

Dwellings should be positioned to face out or 
side on to the open countryside boundary to 
the north-west and Stapleford Hill Wood to the 
south-west.

Focal points 

Whilst the layout is to be reserved for future 
consideration, the design establishes the 
principle of focal buildings in key locations:

• nodes within the street layout

• terminations of vistas.

Focal buildings may be identified by means 
of scale, materials and detailing. They will 

serve as markers within the development, 
providing legibility, aiding navigation and 
enhancing the sense of place.

Abutment to open aspect

Buildings located on the edge of the 
development facing the open countryside 
should be outward looking, from their 
principal elevation or a fenestrated side. This 
will allow views from the proposed dwellings, 
and will also enable private gardens to be 
kept private and avoid open gardens facing 
on to public highways and spaces.

Corners

Where buildings form corners at node points 
within the site they should ideally be dual 
aspect dwellings, or side elevations should be 
fenestrated to ensure that blank gables are 
not presented to the road frontage.
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Focal buildings to terminate vistas

Outward looking buildings at peripheries

Dual aspect buildings at corners
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4.7 Built Form & Scale

4.7.1 Form & Architecture

The new dwellings may be traditional or 
contemporary in character, but they should 
be appropriate to the locality. There should be 
a variety of widths and heights, materials and 
detailing, but there should be a unity to the 
development.

The buildings should be arranged appropriately to 
their position in the site, and will create readable 
street scenes and give emphasis to focal points 
and nodes. 

Plot types should include detached, semi-
detached and terraced, with a range of parking 
provision including courtyard, frontage, integral 
and detached garaging. 

Buildings could vary from 2-bedroom starter homes 
to 5-bedroom large family homes.

Building Type Frontage Length 
(m)

Depth (m) Building Height 
(m)

Min  Max Min Max Min Max

Detached 5.0 10.0 5.0 9.5 4.0 10.5

Semi-detached 7.5 13.0 5.0 10.0 4.0 10.5

Terraced 15.0 25.0 5.0 10.0 4.0 10.5

4.7.2 Scale

The house types will vary in storey height; roof 
depths and pitches will vary, providing variety in the 
roof scape.

Houses which abut the crematorium and open 
countryside should be generally two-storey. Houses 
within the site may be two- to two-and-a-half-storey.
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4.8 Materials
A materials pallet sympathetic to the locality should 
be used. Materials could include a mixture of brick 
and render for walls, and traditional roof tiles.

The use of tegula and block paving should 
be considered for areas in the public realm, 
particularly in sensitive locations and where large 
areas of black tarmac would be undesirable. 

Plot boundaries could be walls, fences and railings.
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4.11 Sustainable Drainage
A Flood Risk Assessment is included as 
part of this application, along with the 
engineer’s drainage strategy which 
demonstrates how development of the 
site will not result in increased surface 
water run-off.

This is to be achieved by means 
of sustainable drainage features 
incoporated into the landscaping of the 
site, along with rainwater attenuation 
and soakaways.

Design Principles & Concept

Drainage parameters plan  
(not to scale)
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